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TALE II. 

8^ CaU0mati* 



CHAPTER I. 

I 

-——All my long arrear of honour lost, 
Heaped up in youth, and hoarded up for age. 
Hath Honour's fountain then suck*d up the stream ? 
He hath— and hooting boys may barefoot pass, 
And gather pebbles from the naked ford. 

Don Sebattiatt. 

After a torrent of afflicting sensations, by which 
he was at first almost stunned and confounded. Sir 
Eenneth'^s first thought was to look for the authors 
of this violation of the English banner ; but in no 
direction could he see traces of them. His next, 
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whidi to some persons, but scarce to any who have 
made intimate acquaintances among the canine 
race, may appear strange, was to examine the con- 
fition-of hiB faithful Roswal, mortally wounded, as 
it seemed^ in dischar^ng the duty which his master 
had been seduced to abandon. He caressed the dy- 
ing animal, who, faithful to the last, seemed to for- 
get his own pain in the satisfaction he receivedfrom 
his master^s presence, and continued waging his 
tail and licking his hand, even while by low mean- 
ings he expressed that his agony was increased by 
the attempts which Sir Kenneth made to withdraw 
&om the wound the fragment of the lance, or 
javelin, with which it had been inflicted ; then re- 
doubled his feeble endearments, as if fearing he 
had o£Pi^ded his master by showing a sense of the 
pain to which his interference had subjected him. 
There was something in the display of the dying 
creature^s attachment, which mixed as a bitter in- 
gredient with the sense of disgrace and desolation 
by wjiich Sir Kenneth was oppressed. His only 
fiiend: seemed removed from him, just when he 
had incurred the contempt and hatred of all be- 
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ndes. Thelmigfat^sflHsrengdiofinmdgKTewAyto 
a bunt of agonized distress, and he groaned and 
wept aloud. 

While he ihns indulged hig grief, a desr and 
solemn voice, close beside him, pronounced these 
words in the sonorous to^ of the readers of the 
mosque, and in the lingua Franca, mutually un- 
derstood by Christians and Saracens-:— 

^ Adversity is like the period of the former and 
€xf the latter rMns,->-cold, comfortless, unfiiendly 
to man and to animal ; yet from thence come the 
flower and the fruit, the date, die rose, and the 
pomegranate.^ 

Sir Kenneth of the Leopard turned towards 
the speaker, and beheld the Arabian physician, 
who, approaching him unheard, had seated him- 
self a little behind him cross-legged, and uttered 
with gravity, yet not without a tone of sympa- 
thy, the moral sentences of consolation with 
which the Koran and its commentators sup- 
plied him ; for, in the East, wisdom is held to 
consist, not in a display of the sage^s own inven- 
tive talents, but in his ready m^nory, and happy 
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application of and reference to *^ that whidi is 
wntten.** 

Ashamed at being surprised in a womanlike 
expression of sorrow, Sir Kameth dashed his 
tears indignantly aside, tmd again busied himself 
with his dying &vourite. 

'^ The poet hath said,^ continued the Arab, 
without noticing the knighfs averted looks and 
sullen deportment— *^' the ox for the field, and 
the canidi for the desert. Were not the hand, of 
the leech fitter than that of the sol£er to cure 
wounds, though less able to inflict them ?^ 

" This patient. Hakim, is beyond thy help,^ 
said Sir Kenneth ; '* and, besides, he is, by thy 
law, an unclean animal.^ 

^* Where Allah hath deigned to bestow life, 
and a sense of pain and pleasture,*^ said the physi- 
dan, ^* it were sinful pride should the sage, whom 
he has enlightened, refuse to prolong existence, 
(Sr assuage agony. To the sage, the cure of a mi- 
serable groom, of a poor dog, and of a conquering 
monarch, are events of little distinction. Let me 
examine this wounded animal.'^^ 
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Sir Kenneth acceded in silence, and the physi- 
cian inspected and handled RoswaTs wound with 
as much eaxe and attention as if he had been a 
human being. He then took forth a case of instru- 
ments^ and, by ike judicious and skilful application 
of pincers, withdreiv^ firom the wounded shoulder 
the fragment of the weapon, and stopped with styp- 
tics and bandages the effiision of blood which fol- 
lowed ; the creature all the while suSering him 
patiently to perform these kind offices, as if he had 
been aware of his kind intentions. 

^^ The animal may be cured,^ said El Hakim, 
addresdng himself to Sir Kenneth, '* if you will 
permit me to carry him to my tent, and treat him 
with the care which the nobleness of his nature 
deserves. For know, that your servant Adonbec 
is no less skilful in the race and pedigree, and 
distinctions of good dogs and of noble steeds, than 
in the diseases which affect the human race.^ 

^^ Take him with you,^ said the knight. <^ I 
bestow him on you freely if he recovers. I owe 
thee a reward for attendance on my squire, and 
have notiiing else to pay it with. For myself, I 
will never again wind bugle, or halloo to hound.^ 
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The Arabian made no reply, but gave a signal 
with a dapping of his hands, which was instantly 
answered by the appearance of two black slaves* 
He gave them his orders in Arabic, received the 
answer, that ^^ to hear was to obey,^ when, taking 
the animal in their arms, they removed him, with- 
ojut much resistance on his part ; for though his 
eyes turned to his master, he was too weak to 
struggle* 

^^ Pare thee well, Hoswal, then,^ said Sir Ken- 
neth, — ^^ fare thee well, my last and only firiend—- 
thou art too noble a possession to be retained by 
one such as I must in future call myself. — I would,^ 
he said, as the slaves retired, <^ that, dying as he 
is, I could exchange conditions with that noUe 
animaL^ 

<< It is written,"" answered the Arabian, although 
the exclamation had not been addressed to him, 
^^ that all creatures are fashioned for the service 
of man { and the master of the «arth speaketh foUy 
when he would exchange, in his impatience, his 
hopes here and to come, for the servile condition 
of an infenor being.'" 
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^^ A dog who dies in discharging his duty,^ said 
the knight, sternly, *^ is better than a man who 
deserts it. Leave me, Hakim ; thou hast, on this 
side of mhracle^ the most wonderful science which 
man ever possessed, but the wounds of the spirit 
are beyond thy power.'' 

^^ Not if the patient will exphun his calamity, 
and be guided by the physician,'' said Adonbec 
ElHakun. 

^^ Enow, then," said Sir Kenneth, '* since 
thou art so importunate, that last night, ike Ban- 
ner of England was displayed from this mound — 
I was its appointed guardian — morning b now 
breaking — ^there lies the broken banner'^speai^— 
the standard itself is lost — ^and here sit I a living 
man." 

^^ How !" said El Hakim, examining him ; ^^ thy 
annour is whole— there is no blood on thy wea- 
pons, and report speaks thee one unlikely to return 
thus from fight— Thou hast been trained from thy 
post-*ay, trained by the rosy cheek and black 
eye of one of those houris, to whom ye Nazarenes 
vow rather such service as is due to Allah, than 
such love as may lawfully be rendered to forms of 
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day like our own. It has been thus assuredly ; 
for st> hath man ever fallen, even since the days 
of Sultan Adam.^ 

^^ And if it were' so, physician,^ said Sir Ken- 
neth, sullenly, ^* what remedy P"^ 

'^ Knowledge is the parent of power,^ said El 
Hakim, ^ as viflour supplies strength. — Listen to 

> 

me. Man is not as a tree, bound to one spot of 
earth — ^nor iS he framed to ding to one bare rock, 
like the scarce animated shell-fish. Thine own 
Christian writings command thee, when persecuted 
in one dty to flee to another ; and we Moslem also 
know, that Mohammed, the Prophet of Allah, 
driven forth from the holy dty of Mecca, found 
his refuge and his helpmates at Medina.^ 

<< And what does this concern me ?^ said the 
Scot. 

** Much,'' answered the physician. " Even the 
sage flies the tempest which he cannot control. 
Use thy speed, therefore, and fly from the ven- 
geance of Richard to the shadow of Saladin's vic- 
torious banner.'' 

^^ I might indeed hide my dishonour," said Sir 
Kenneth, ironically, ^^ in a camp of infidel hea- 
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thcns, where the very phrase is ttnknowiL— But 
had I not better partake more fully in thdr re« 
proach ? Does not thy advice stretch so far as to 
recommend me to take the turban ? Methinks I 
want but apostacy to consummate my infimiy.^ 

*^ Blaspheme not, Nazarene,^ said the physi- 
cian, sternly ; <^ Saladin makes no* converts to the 
law of the Prophet, save those on whom its pre- 
cepts shall work conviction. Open thine eyes to 
the light, and the great Soldan, whose liberality 
is as boundless as his power, may bestow on thee a 
kingdom ; renSain blinded if thou wilt, and, being 
one whose second life is doomed to misery, Sala- 
din will yet, in this span of present time, make 
thee rich and happy. But fear not that thy brows 
shall be bound with the turban, save at thine own 
free choice^'' 

'^ My choice were rather,*^ said the knight, 
^' that my writhen features should blacken, as they 
are like to do, in this evening^s setting sun.^ 

^^ Yet thou art not wise, Nazarene,*^^ said El 
Hakim, ^^ to r^ect this fair offer; for I have 
power with Saladin, and can raise thee high in his 
grace. Look you, my son— this crusade, as you 
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call your wild enterprize, is like a large dromond* 
parting asunder in the w&yes. Thou thyself hast 
borne terms of truce from the Kings and Princes 
whose force is here assembled, to the mighty Sol- 
dan, and knew^st not, perchance, the fiill tenor of 
thine own errand.^ 

^^ I knew not, and I care not,^^ said the Knight, 
impatiently ; ^^ what avails it to me that I have 
been of late the envoy of princes, when, ere night, 
I shall be a gibbetted and dishonoured corse ?^ 

^^ Nay, I speak that it may not be so with thee,^ 
said the physician. '^ Saladin is courted on all 
sides; the combined Princes of this lea^e formed 
against him, have made such proposals of composi- 
tion and peace. Us, in other circumstances, it might 
have become his honour to have granted to them. 
Others have made private offers on their own 
separate account, to disjoin their forces from the 
camp of the Kings of Frangistan, and even to 
lend their arms to the defence of the standard of 
the Prophet. But Saladin will not be served by 



* The largest sort of yessels then known, were tenned dtro* 
mondty or dxomedariw. 
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such treadberoos and interested defection. The 
Emg of kings will treat only with the Lion 
King, Saladin will hold treaty with none but 
the M^k l^c, and with him he will treat 
like a prince, or fight like a champion. To 
Richard he will yield such conditions of his finee 
liberaliQr, as the swordis of all Europe could never 
compel firom him by force or terror. He will per- 
mit a free pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and bSl the 
places where the Nazarenes list to worship ; nay, 
he will so far share even his empire with his bro- 
ther Richard, that he will allow Christian garri- 
sons' in the ux stroi^est cities of Palestine, and 
one in Jerusalem itsell^ and sufier them to- be 
under the immediate command of the officers of 
Bidiar^ who, he consents, shall bear the name of 
King Guardian of Jerusalem. Tet farther, strange 
and incredible as you may think it, know, Sir 
Saiight— for to your honour I can commit even 
that almost incredible secret— ^-know that Saladin 
will put a sacred seal on this happy union be- 
twixt the bravest and noblest of Frangist;^ and 
Asia, by raising to the rank of his royal spouse a 
^ Christian damsel, aUied in blood to Sang Richard, 
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and known by the name of the Lady Edith of 
Flantagenet^ * 

^* Ha ! — say^st thou P^' exdUumed Sir Kenneth, 
who, listening with indi£Perence and apathy to the 
preceding part of El Hakim'^s speech, was touch- 
ed by this last communication, as the thrill of a 
nerve unexpectedly jarred, will awaken the sensa- 
tion of agony, even in the torpor of palsy. Then 
moderating his tone, by dint of much effort, he 
restrained his indignation, and veiling it under 
the appearance of contemptuous doubt, he prose- 
cuted the conversation, in order to get as much 
knowledge as. possible of the plot, as he deemed 
it, against the honour and happiness of her, whom 
he loved not the less that his passion had ruined 
apparently his fortunes, at once, and his honour* 
— *^ And what Christian,^ he said, with tolerable 
calmness, ^^ would sanction an union so unnatural, 



* This may appear so extraordinary and improlMtble a pro- 
position, that it is necessary to say such a one was actually made. 
The historians, however, substitute the widowed Queen of Na- 
ples, sister of Richard, for the bride, and Saladin's brother for 
the bridegroom. They appear to be ignorant of the existence of 
Edith of Plantagenet.— See Mill's Hittory of the Crusadet^ 
vol. II. p« 61. . 
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as that of a Christian maiden with an unbelieving 
Saracen ?'' ^f 

^^ Thou art but an ignorant, bigo&d Na^ 
rene. Seest thou not,*^ said the Haidm, ^^ how 
the Mohammedan Princes dfuly inteemany with 
the noble Nazarene maidens in Spain, without 
scandal either to Moor or Christian ? And ihe 
noble Soldan will, in his full confidence in the 
blood of Richard, permit the En^h maid the 
freedom which your Frankish manners have as- 
signed to women. He will allow her the free ex« 
ercise of her religion,— seeing that, in very truth, 
it signifies but little to which faith females are ad- 
dicted,«*-and he will assign her sudi place and rank 
over all the women of his zenana, that she shall 
be in every respect his sole and absolute Queen.*" 

^^ What r said Sir Kenneth, " darest thou 
think, Moslem, that Richard would give his Idns- 
womaU'-'-a high-bom and virtuous princess— to be 
at best the foremost concubine in the haram of a 
misbeliever ! Know, Hakim, the meanest free 
Christian noble would scorn, on his child^s be« 
half, such splendid ignominy." 

Thou errest,'' said the Hakun ; *« Philip of 

9 
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France, and Henry of Champagne, and others of 
Richard^s principal allies, have heard the propo- 
sal without startbg, and have promised, as far as 
thej may, to forward an alliance, that may end 
these wasteful wars ; and the wise arch-priest of 
Tyre hath undertaken to break the proposal to 
Richard, not doubting that he shall be able to 
bring the plan to good issue. The Soldan^s wis- 
dom hath as yet kept his proposition secret from 
others, such as he of Montserrat, and the Master 
of the Templars, because he knows they seek to 
thrive hy Richard^s death or disgrace, not by liis 
life or honour. — ^Up, therefore. Sir Sjiight, and 
to horse. I will give thee a scroll which shall ad- 
vance thee highly widi the Soldan ; and deem not 
that you are leaving your country, or her cause, 
or her religion, since the interest of ihe two mo- 
narchs will speedily be the same. To Saladin thy 
counsel will be most acceptable, since thou canst 
make him aware of much concerning the marriages 
of the Christians, the treatment of their wives, 
and other points of their laws and usages, which, 
in the course of such treaty, it much concerns him 

that he should know. The right hand of the Sol- 

1^ 
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(hn grasps the treasuies of the East, luid is the 
fountain of generosity. Or, if thoudesirest it,Sft- 
ladin> when allied with England, can have but 
little difficulty to obtain firom Aichard not only 
thy piurdon and restoration to fayour, but an ho« 
nouraUe command in the troops which may be 
left of the King of England^s host, to mairitiiin 
their joint government in Pak6tiB& Up, then, 
and mount— there lies a plain path before thee.'' 
'' Hakim,'' said the Scottbh Knight, ** thou 
art a man of peace-— also, thou hast saved the lift 
of Richard of Englandr— and, m<»eover, qf my 
own poor esquire, Strauchan. I have, therefore, 
heard to an end a matter, which being propounded 
by another Moslem than thyself, I would have cut 
short with a blow of my dagger. Hakim, in retiurn 
for thy kindness, I advise thee to see that the Sa- 
racen, who shall propose to Hichard an uni<Hi be- 
twixt the blood of Flantagenet and that of his ac* 
cursed race, do put on a helmet which is capable 
to endure such a blow of a battle-axe as that 
which struck down the gate of Acre, Certes, he 
will be otherwise placed beyond the reach even of 
thy skiU;' 

VOL. IV. B 
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^^ Thou art, then, wilftilly determmed not to 
fly to the Saracen host ?— Yet remember, thou 
stayest to certain destruction ; and the writings 
of thy law, as well as ours, prohibit man from 
breaking into the tabernacle of his own life.*^ 

^^ God forbid !^ replied the Scot, crossing him- 
self ; '^ but we are also forbidden to avoid the pu- 
nishment which our crimes have deserved ; and 
since so poor are thy thpughts of fidelity. Hakim, 
it grudges me that I have bestowed my good hound 
on thee, for should he live, he will have a master 
ignorant of his yaliie." 

^< A gift that is begrudged is already recalled,^' 
said El Hi^kim, ^^ only we physicians are sworn 
not to send away a patient uncured. If the dog 
recoyer, he is once more yours/^ 

^* Go to, Hakim,^ answered Sir Kenneth; 
^' men speak not of hawk ai^d hound when there 
is but an hour of day-l^e^ddng betwixt them and 
death. Leave me to recollect my sins, and recon- 
cile myself to Heaven.^^ 

^^ I leave thee in thine obstinacy,'" said the 
Ij^hysician ; ^' the mist hides the precipice from 
those who are doomed to fall over it/" 
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He withdrew slowly, turning from time to time 
his head, as if to observe whether the devoted 
knight might not recall him either by word or 
signal. At last his turbaned figure was lost among 
the labyrinth of tents which lay extended beneath, 
whitening in the pale fight of the dawning, before 
which the moonbeam had faded now away. 

But although die physician Adonbec'*s words 
had not made that impression upon Kenneth 
which the sage desired, they had inspired the 
Scot with a motive for desiring life, which, disho- 
noured as he conceived himself to be, he was 
wiUing to part from as from a sulfied vestment 
no longer becoming his wear. A number of cir- 
cumstances, which passed both betwixt himself 
and the hermit, and which he had observed to 
take place betwixt the anchorite and Sheerkhoff, 
(or Ilderim,) and which he now recalled to recol- 
lection, went to confirm what the Hakim had told 
lum of the secret article of the treaty. 

« 

^^ The reverend impostor T he exclaimed to 
himself; ^^ the.hoary hypocrite ! He spoke of the 
unbelieving husband converted by the befievi^ 
wife— and what do I know but that the traitor ex- 
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hibited to the Saracen, accursed of God, the beau- 
ties of Edith Plantagenet, that the hound might 
judge if she were fit to be admitted into the haram 
of a misbeliever ? If I had yonder infidel once more 
in the gripe, with which I once held him fast as 
ever hound held hare, never again should he at 
least come on errand disgraceful to the honour of 
Christian king, or noUe and virtuous maiden. 
But I — ^my hours are fast dwindling into minutes 
— ^yet while I have life and breath, something 
must be done, and speedily.'*' 

He paused for a few minutes, threw from him 
his helmet, then strode down the hill, and took 
the road to King Richard's pavilion. 
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CHAPTER II. 



The featherM songster, chanticleer, 

Had wound his bugle-horn, 
And told the early yiUager 

The coming of the morn* 
King Edward saw the nxddy streaks 

Of light eclipse the gray, 
And heard the raven's croaking throat 

Proclaim the fated day. 
«^ Thou'rt right," he said, '^ for by the God, 

That sits enthroned on high, 
Charles Bawdwin, and his fellows twain. 

This day shall surely die." 

CHATTERTOlf. 



Ok the eTeniog on which Sir Kenneth assumed 
his post, Richard) after the stormy event which 
disturbed its tranquillity^ had retired to rest in 
the plenitude of confidence inspired by his un- 
bounded courage, and the superiority which he 
had displayed in carrying the point he aimed at 
in presence of the whole Christian host, and its 
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leaders, many of whom, he was aware, regarded 
in their secret souls the disgrace of the Austrian 
Duke as a triumph over themi^lves ; so that his 
pride felt gratified, that in prostrating one enemy 
he had mortified an hundred. 

Another monarch would have doubled his 
guards on the evening after such a scene, and 
kept at least a part of his troops under arms. But 
Coeur de Lion dismissed, upon the occasion, eyen 
his ordinary watch, and assigned to his soldiers a 
donative of wine to celebrate his recovery, and to 
drink to the Banner of Saint George ; and his 
quarter of the camp would have assumed a cha- 
racter totally devoid of vigilance and military 
preparation, but that Sir Thomas de Vaux, the 
Earl of Salisbury, and other nobles, took precau- 
tions to preserve order and discipline among the 
revellers. 

The physician attended the King from his re« 
tiring to bed till midnight was past, and twice 
administered medicine to him during that period, 
always previously observing the quarter of heaven 
occupied by the full moon, whose influences he 
declared to be most sovereign, or most baleful to 
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the effect of hia drugs. It was three hours after 
midnight ere £1 Hakim withdrew from the royal 
tent, to one which had been pitched for himself 
and his retinue^ In his way thither, he visited 
the tent of Sir Kenneth of the Leopard, in order 
to see the condition of his first patient in the 
Christian camp, old Straucfaad, as the knight^s 
esquire was named. Inquiring there for Sir Ken« 
neth himself, El Hakim learned on what duty he 
was employed, and probably this information 1^ 
him to Saint George^s Mount, where he found 
him whom he sought in the disastrous circum* 
stances alluded to in the last chapter. 

It was about the hour of stm-rise, when a slow, 
armed tread was heard approaching the Eing^s 
pavilion ; and ere De Vaux, who slumbered beside 
his mastet^s bed as lightly as ever sleep sat upon 
the eyes of a watch-dog, had time to do more than 
arise and say, ^^ Who comes ?^ the Knight of the 
Leopard entered the tent, with a deep and devoted 
gloom seated upon his manly features. 

'^ Whence this bold intrusion. Sir Knight,?^' 
said De Vaux, sternly, yet in a tone which re- 
spected his master^s slumbers. 
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*^ Hold ! De Vaux,^ said Richard, awaking on 
the instant ; ^' Sir Kenneth cometh like a good 
soldier to render an account of his gaard— to such 
the General^s tent is ever accessible/'— Then ri- 
sing &om his slumbering posture, and leaning on 
his elbow, he fixed his lai^e bright eye upon the 
warrior — " Speak, Sir Scot, thou oomest to tell 
me of a vigilant, safe, and honourable watch, 
dost thou not ? The rustling of the folds of the 
Banner of England were enough to guard it, even 
without the body of such a knight as men hold 
thee.'' 

^* A3 «ien will hold me no more,'' said Sir 
Kenneth— ^^ My watch hath neither been vigilant, 
safe, nor honourable. The Banner of England 
has been carried off." 

^' And thou alive to tell it ?" said Richard, in 
a tone of derisive incredulity, — ^^ Away, it cannot 
be. There is not even a scratch on thy face. Why 
dost thou stand thus mute ? Speak the truth — 
it is ill jesting with aking-^yet I will ftrgive thee ' 
if thou hast lied." 

^^ Lied ! Sir King !" returned the unf(»tunate 
knight, with fierce emphasis, and one glance of 
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fire from liis eye, bright and transient as the flash 
from the cold and stony flint. *^ But this also 
must be endured. — I hare spoken the truth.^ 

^^ By God, and by Saint George ^ said the 
JQng, bursting into fury, which, however, he in- 
stantly checked—** De Vaux, go view the spot— 
This fever has disturbed his brain-— This cannot 
be — The man^s courage is proof — It cannoi be ! 
Go speedily— or send, if thou wilt not go.''^ 

The King was interrupted by Sir Henry Ne- 
ville, who came, breathless, to say that the ban- 
ner was gone, and the knight who guarded it 
overpowered, and most probably murdered, as 
there was a pool of blood whaie the banner-spear 
lay shivered* 

*^ But whom do I see here ?^ said Neville, his 
eyes suddenly resting upon Sir Kenneth. 

** A traitor,^ said the King, starting to his feet, 
and smii^ the eurtal-axe, which was ever near 
his bed-—** a traitor ! whom thou shalt see die a 
trffiitor^s death.*^ — And he drew back the weapon as 
in act to strike. 

Colourless, but firm as a marble statue, the 
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Scot Stood before him. With his bare head unco« 
vered by any protection, his eyes cast down to the 
earth, his lips scarcely moving, yet muttering pro- 
bably in prayer. Opposite to him^ and within the 
due reach for a blow, stood Kng Richard, his 
large person wrapt in the folds of his camesda, 
or ample gown of linen, except where the violence 
of his action had flung the covering from his rights 
arm, shoulder, and a part of his breast, leaving to 
view a specimen of a frame which might have 
merited his Saxon jn^edecessor^s epithetof Ironside. 
He stood for an instant, prompt to strik&^-then 
sinking the headof the weapon towards the ground, 
he exclaimed, ^^ But there was blood, Neville-^ 
there was blood upon the place. Hark thee. Sir 
Scot — ^brave thou wert once, for I have seen thee 
fight — Say thou hast slain two of the dogs in de- 
fence of the Standard^Hsay but one-^say thou 
hast struck but a good blow in our behalf, and get 
thee out of the camp with thy life and thy infa- 
my." 

'^ You have called me liar, my Lord King,^^ 
replied Kenneth, firmly ; ^' and therein, at least, 
you have done me wrongs — Enow, that there was 
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Ho blood shed in defence of the Standard save 
that of a poor hound, which, more faithful than 
his master, defended the chaige which he desert- 
ed." 

*^ Now, by Saint George !" said Richard, again 
heaving up his arm — ^But De Vaux threw him* 
self between the King and the object of his ven- 
geance, and spoke with the blunt truth of his 
character, ^* My liege, this must not be here, 
nor by your own hand. It is enough of folly for 
one flight and day, to have intrusted your banner 
to a Scot-Hsaid I not they were ever fair and 

*< Thou didst, De Vaux ; thou wast right, and 
I confess it," said Bichard. ^' I should have 
known him better — I should have remembered 
how the fox William deceived me touching this 
crusade." 

'* My lord,'' said Sir Kenneth, '' William of 
Scotland never deceived, but circumstances pre- 
vented his bringing his forces." 

" Peace, shameless !" said the King ; '^ thou 
suUiest the name of a prince, even by speaking 
it— And yet, De Vaux, it is strange," he added, 
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^< to see the bearing of the man. Cotrard or trai- 
tor he must be^ yet he abode the blow of Richard 
Plantagenet, as our arm had been raised to hiy 
knighthood on his shoulder. Had he shown the 
dightest sign of fear— had but a joint trembled, or 
an eyelid quivered, I had shattered his head like 
a crystal goUet* But I cannot strike where there 
is neither feAr nor resistance.^' 

There was a pause. 
My lord,'' said Kenneth—— 
Ha!" replied Richard, interrupting him, 

hast thou found thy speech ? Ask grace from 
Heaven, but none from me, for England is dis- 
honoured through thy fiuilt ; and wort thou mine 
own and only brother, there is no pardon for thy 
fault." 

^^ I speak not to demand grace of mortal man," 
said the Scot ; *' it is in your Grace's pleasure to 
give or refuse me time for Christian shrifir— if 
man denies it, may God grant me the absolution 
which I would otherwise ask of his Church. But 
whether I die on the instant, or half an hour 
hence, I equally beseech yoiir Grace for one mo- 
ment's opportunity to speak that to your royal 
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person, which highly concerns your fame as a 
Christian King«'^ 

'* Say on,"* said the King, making no doubt 
that he was about to hear some confession oon- 
ceraii^ the loss of the Banner. 

'^ What I have to speak»^ siud Sir Kenneth^ 
^' touches the royalty of England, and must be 
said to no ears but thine oim.*' 

'^ Begone with yourselves, sirs,^ said the King 
to Neville and De Yaux. 

The first obeyed, but the latter would not stir 
from the King^s fMresence. 

*' If you said I was in the right,^^ replied De 
Vaux to his sovereign, ^^ I will be treated as one 
should be who hath been found to be right— -that 
is, I will have my own will. I leave you not with 
this faUe Seot.''^ 

^^ How, De Vaux,^ said Richard, ai^iily, and 
sitamping slightly, '^ darest thou not venture our 
person with one traitor ?**" 

^^ It is in vain you frown and stamp, my lord,^^ 
said De Vaux ; ^^ I venture not a sick man with a 
fSQwA one, a naked man with one armed in proof."" 

" It matters not,"" said the Scottish kooght. 
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«< I seek no excuse to put off tim&^-I will spedk 
in presence of the Lord of GilslandL He is good 
lord and true.^ 

^^ But half an hour since,^ said De Vaux, with 
a groan, implying a mixture of sorrow and vexa- 
tion, " and I had said as much for thee !"' 

^' There is treason around you, King of Eng- 
land,^ continued Sir Kenneth. 

**^ It may well be as thou say^st,^ replied Rich- 
ard, *^ I have a pregnant example.^ 

'^ Treason that will injure thee more deeply 
than the loss of an hundred banners in a pitched 
field. The—the^* — Sir Kenneth hesitated, and 
at length continued, in a lower tone, ^^ The Lady 
Edith "" 

^^ Ha r^ said the King, drawing himself sud- 
denly into a state of haughty attention, and fix- 
ing his eye firmly on the supposed criminal; 
** What of her ? — ^what of her ? — ^what has she to 
do with this matter ?^ 

^^ My lord,^ said the Scot, *^ there is a scheme 
on foot to disgrace your royal lineage, by bestow- 
ing the hand of the Lady Edith on the Saracen 
Soldan, and thereby to purchase a peace most dis- 
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Iionourable to Christendom, b^ an alliance most 
shameful to England.'*' 

This comfnunication had precisely the contrary 
effect from that which Sir Kenneth expected. 
Richard Plantagenet was one of those, who, in 
lago^s words, would not serve God because it was 
die devil who bade him ; advice or information 
often affected him less according to its real import, 
than through the tinge which it took from the sup- 
posed character Mid views of those by whom it was 
communicated. Unfortunately, the mention of his 
relative's name renewed his recollection of what 
he had considered as extreme presumption in the 
Knight of the Leopard, even when he stood high 
in the rolls of chivalry, but which, in his present 
condition, seemed an insult sufficient to drive the 
fiery monarch into a frenzy of passion. 

^' Silence," he said, ^* infamous add audacious ! 
By Heaven, I will have thy tongue torn out with 
hot pincers,for mentioning the very name of anoble 
Christian damsel ! Know, degenerate traitor, that 
I was already aware to what height thou hadst 
dared to raise thine eyes, and endured it, though 
it were insolenpe even when thou hadst cheated us 

11 
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— fox thou art all a deceit — ^into holding thee as of 
some name and fame. But now, with lips Uisteied 
with the confession of thine own dishonour— that 
thou shouldst now dare to name our noble kinswo- 
man a6 one in whose fate thou hast part or interest ! 
What is it to thee if she marry Saracen or Chris- 
tian .''-—what is it to thee, if in a camp where 
princes turn cowards by day, and robbers by night 
—where brave knights turn to paltry deserters 
and traitors^— what is it, I say, to thee, or any 
one, if I should please to ally myself to truth, 
and to valour, in the person of Saladin ?^ 

*' Little to me, indeed, to whom all the world 
will soon be as nothing,^ answered Sir Kenneth, 
boldly ; ^^ but were I now stretched on the rack, 
I would tell thee, that what I have said is much to 
thine own conscience and thine own fame. I tell 
thee, Sir King, that if thou dost but m thought 
entertain the piurpose of wedding thy kinswoman, 
the Lady Edith "" 

'^ Name her not — ^and for an instant think not 
of her,^^ said the King, agiun straming the curtal- 
axe in his gripe, until the muscles started above 

13 
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his brawny arm, like cordage formed by the ivy 
around the limb of an oak. 

" Not name — ^not think of her !** answered Sir 
Kenneth, his spirits, stunned as they were by self- 
depression, beginning to recover their elasticity 
from this species of controversy,—** Now, by the 
Cross, on which I place my hope, her name shall 
be the last word in my mouth, her image the last 
thought in my mind. Try thy boasted strength 
on this bare brow, and see if thou canst prevent 
my purpose.'' 

** He will drive me mad V*-^ said Richard, who, 
in his despite, was staggered in his purpose by the 
dauntless determination of the criminal. 

Ere Thomas of Gilsland could reply, some 
bustle* was heard without, and the arrival of the 
Queen was announced from the outer part of the 
pavilion. 

** Detain her — detain her, Neville," said the 
King ; ** this is no sight for women — Fie, that I 
have suffered such a paltry traitor to chafe me 
thus ! — Away with, him, De Vaux,'*' he whispered, 
** through the back-entrance of our tent — coop him 
up close, and answer for his safe custody with your 

VOL. IV. c 
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life.-^And hark ye-»he is presently to die — ^let 
him have a ghostly father— -we would not kill soul 
and body. — And stay-- -hark thee— >we will not 
have him dishonoured — ^he shall die knight-like, 
in his belt and spurs ; for if his treachery be as 
black as hell, his boldness may match that of the 
devil himself.^ 

De Vaux, right glad, if the truth may be guess- 
ed, that the scene ended without Richard'^s de- 
scending to the unkingly act of himself slaying an 
unresisting prisoner, made haste to remove Sir 
Kenneth by a private issue to a separate tent, 
where he was disarmed and put in fetters for se- 
curity. De Vaux looked on with a steady and 
melancholy attention, while the provost^s officers, 
to whom Sir Kenneth was now committed, took 
these severe precautions. 

When they were ended, he said solemnly to 
the unhappy criminal — '^ It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you die undegraded — without muti- 
lation of your body, or shame to your arms — and 
that your head be severed from the trunk by the 
sword of the executioner.'' 

" It is kind," said the knight, in a low and 
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rather submissive tone of voice, as one who recei- 
ved an unexpected fatour ; " my family will not 
then hear the worst of the talc— Oh, my father — 
my father !^ 

This muttered invocation did not escape the 
blunt but kindly-natured Englishman, and he 
brushed the back of his large hand over his rough 
features, ere he could proceed. 

^^ It is Kichard of England'^s farther pleasure^^ 
he said, at length, ^^ that you have speech with a 
holy man, and I have met on the passage hither 
with a Carmelite friar, who may fit you for your 
passage. He waits without, until you are in a 
habit of mind to receive him.^^ 

'^ Let it be instantly,^ said the knight. ^^ In 
this also Richard is kind.. I cannot be more fit to 
see the good father at any time than now ; for life 
and I have taken farewell, as two travellers who 
have arrived at the cross- way, where their roads 
separate.'^ 

" It is well," said De Vaux, slowly and so- 
lemnly ; ^' for it irks me somewhat to say that 
which sums my message. It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you prepare for instant death."" 
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« ■ ^^ 

" God^s pleasure and the Eing^s be done,**' re- 
plied the knight, patiently. ^^ I neither contest 
the justice of the sentence, nor desire delay of the 
execution.'^ . 

De Vaux began to leave the tent, but very 
slowly — paused at the door, and looked back at 
the Scot, from whose aspect thoughts of the 
world seemed banished, as if he was composing 
himself into deep devotion. The feelings of the 
stout English Baron were in general none of the 
most acute, and yet, on the present occasion, his 
sympathy overpowered him in an unusual man* 
ner. He came hastily back to the bundle of reeds 
on which the captive lay, took one of his fettered 
bands, and said, with as much softness as his 
rough voice was capable of expressing, ^^ Sir Ken- 
neth, thou art yet young — thou hast a father. 
My Ralph, whom Heft training his little galloway- 
nag on the banks of the Irthing, may one day be 
thy years — and, but for last night, would to God 
I saw his youth bear such promise as thihe.— Can 
nothing be said or done in thy behalf?" 

'** Nothing,'' was the melancholy answer. " I 
have deserted my charge — the Banner intrusted 
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to me is lost — When the headsman and block are 

# ■■ 

prepared, the head and trunk are ready.'' 

" Nay, then, God have mercy V^ said De 
Vaux ; " yet would I rather than my best horse 
I had taken that watch myself. There is mystery 
in it, young man, as a plain man may descry, 
though he cannot see through it.— Cowardice ? 
pshaw ! No coward ever fought as I have seen 
thee do. — Treachery ! I cannot think traitors die 
in their treason so calmly. Thou hast been train- 
ed from thy post by some deep guile — some well- 
devised stratagem — the cry of some distressed 
maiden has caught thine ear, or the laughfiil look 
of some merry one has taken thine eyes. Never 
blush for it, we have all been led aside by such gear. 
Come, I pray thee, make a clean conscience of it 
to me, instead of the priest — Richard is merciful 
when his mood is abated. Hast thou nothing to 
intrust to me ?" 

The unfortunate knight turned his face from 
the kind warriop, and answered — " Nothing.*" 

And De Vaux, who had exhausted his topics 
of persuasion, arose and left the tent, with folded 
arms, and in melancholy deeper than he thought 
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the occasion merited— even angry with himself, 
to find that so simple a matter as the death of a 
Scottish man could affect him so nearly. 

^^ Yet,^ as he said to himself, ^^ though the 
rough-footed knaves be our enemies in Cumber- 
land, in Palestine one almost considers them as 
brethren.'' 
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CHAPTER III. 



'Tis not her senie— for guie, in that 
There*8 nothing more than common ; 

And all her wit is only chat, 
Like any other woman. 



The high-born Berengaria, daughter of San- 
chez, King of Navarre, and the Queen-Consort 
of the heroic Richard, was accounted one of the 
most beautiful women of the period. Her form 
was slight, though exquisitely moulded. She was 
graced with a complexion not common in her coun- 
try, a profiision of fair hair, and features so ex- 
tremely juvenile, as to make her look several years 
younger than she really was, though in reality she 
was not above one and twenty. Perhaps it was 
under the consciousness of this extremely juvenile 
appearance, that she affected, or at least practised 
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a little childish humoToasiieiB,and wilfulness of 
maimer, not unbefitting, she might suppose, a 
youthful bride, whose rank and age gave her a right 
to have her fantasies indulged and attended to. 
She was by nature perfectly good humoured, and 
if her due share of admiration and homage (in her 
opinion a very large one) was duly resigned to her, 
no one could possess better temper, or a more 
friendly disposition ; but then, like all despots, the 
more power that was voluntarily yielded to her, 
the more she desired to extend her sway. Some- 
times, even when all her ambition was gratified, 
she chose to be a little out of health, and a little 
out of spirits ; and physicians had to toil their 
spirits to invent names for imaginary maladies, 
while her ladies radced their imagination for new 
games, new head-gear, and new court-scandal, 
to pass away those unpleasant hours, during which 
their own situation w«s scarce to be greatly envied. 
Their most frequent resource for diverting this ma* 
lady was some trick, or piece of mischief, practised 
upon each other; and the good Queen, in the buoy- 
ancy of her reviving spirits, was, to speak truth, 
rather too indifierent whether the frolics thus prac- 
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dsed were entirely liefitting her own dignity, or 
whether die pain which those suffered upon whom 
they were inflicted, was not beyond the propor- 
tion of pleasure which she herself derived from 
them. She was confident in her husband'^s favour, 
in her high rank, and in her supposed power 
to. make good whatever such pranks might cost 
others. In a word, she gamboled with the free- 
dom of a young lioness, who is unconscious of the 
weight of the paws laid on jthose whom she sports 
with. 

The Queen Berengaria loved her husband pas- 
sionately, but she feared the loftiness and rough- 
ness of his character, and as she felt herself not 
to be his match in intellect, was not much pleased 
to see that he would often talk with Edith Plan- 
tagenet in preference to herself, simply because 
he found more amusement in her conversation, a 
more comprehensive understanding, and a more 
noUe cast of thoughts and sentiments than his 
beautiful consort exhibited. Berengaria did not 
hate Edith on this account, far less meditate her 
any harm ; for, allowing for some selfishness, her 
character was, on the whole, innocent and ge« 
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neroufi. But the ladies of her train, sharp-sighted 
in such matters, had for some time discovered, 
that a poignant jest at the expense of the Lady 
Edith, was a specific for relieving her Grace of 
Enghind's low spirits, and the discovery saved 
thehr imagination much toil. 

There was something ungenerous in this, be- 
cause the Lady Edith was understood to be an 
orphan ;. and though she was called Plantagenet, 
and the Fair Maid of Anjou, and admitted by 
Richard to certain privileges only granted to the 
royal fiimily, and held her place in the circle ac- 
^rdingly, yet few knew, and none acquidnted with 
the Court of England ventured to ask, in what 
^cact degree of relationship she stood to Cceur de 
Lion. She had come with Eleanor, the celebrated 
Qu^en Mother of England, and joined Richard at 
Messina, as one of the ladies destined to attend on 
Berengaria, whose nuptials then approached. 
Richard treated his kinswoman with much respect- 
fill observance, and the Queen made her her most 
constant attendant, and, even in despite of the 
petty jealousy which we have observed, treated 
her, generally, with suitable respect. 
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The ladies of the household had» for a long 
time, no farther advantage over Edith, than might 
be afiforded by an opportuni^ of censuring a less 
artfully disposed head attire, or an unbecoming 
robe ; for the lady was judged to be inferior in 
these mysteries. The silent devotion of the 
Scottish Knight did not, indeed, pass unnoticed ; 
his liveries, his cognizances, his feats of arms, 
his mottoes and devices, were nearly watched, 
and occasionally made the subject of a passmg 
jest. But then came the pilgrimage of the 
Queen and her ladies to Engaddi, a journey 
which the Queen had undertaken under a vow 
for the recovery of her husband^s health, and 
which she had been encouraged to carry into ef- 
fect by the Archbishop of Tyre for ;i political 
purpose. It was then, Mid in the chapel at that 
holy place, connected from above with a Carme- 
lite nunnery, from beneath with the cell of the 
anchorite, that one of the Queens's attendants re- 
marked that secret sign of intelligence which 
Edith had made to her lover, and failed not in- 
stantly to communicate it to her Majesty. The 
Queen returned from her pilgrimage enriched 
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with this admirable recipe against dtdness or en- 
nui, and her train was at the same tim6 augmented 
by a present of two wretched dwarfs &om the de- 
throned Queen of Jerusalem, as deformed and as 
crazy, (the excellence of that unhappy species,) as 
any Queen could have desired. One of Beren- 
garia^s idle amusements had been to try the effect 
of the sudden appearance of such ghastly and 
fantastic forms on the nerves of the Knight when 
left alone in the chapel ; but the jest had been 
lost by the composure of the Scot, and the inter- 
ference of the anchorite. She had now tried an- 
other, of which the consequence promised to be 
more serious. 

The ladies again met after Sir Kenneth had re- 
tired from the tent ; and the Queen, at first little 
moved by Edith's angry expostulations, .only re- 
plied to her by upbraiding her prudery, and by in- 
dulging her wit at the expense of the garb, nation, 
and, above all, the poverty, of the Knight of the' 
Leopard, in which she displayed a good deal of 
playftil malice, mingled with some humour, until 
Edith was compelled to carry her anxiety to her se- 
parate apartment. But when, in the morning, a fe- 
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male, whom Editli had intrusted to make inquiry, 
brought word that the Standard was missing, and 
its champion vanished, she burst into the Queen'^s 
apartment, and implored her to rise and proceed 
to the King^s tent without deky, and use her 
powerful mediation to prevent the evil conse- 
quences of her jest. 

The Queen, frightened in her turn, cast, as is 
usual, the blame of her own folly on those around 
her, and endeavoured to comfort Edith^s grief, 
and appease her displeasure, by a thousand in- 
consistent arguments. She was sure* no harm had 
chanced — ^the knight was sleeping, she fancied, 
after his night-watch. What though, for fear of 
the Xing^s displeasure, he had deserted with the 
standard — it was but a piece of sUk, and he but a 
needy adventurer — or if he was put under ward- 
ing for a time, she would soon get the King to 
pardon him— it was but waiting to let Bidbard^a 
mood pass away* 

Thus she continued talking thick and fast, and 
heaping together all sort of inconsistencies, with 
the vain view of persuading both Edith and her- 
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self that no harm could come of a fiolic, which in 
her heart she now Utterly repented. But while 
Edith in vain strove to intercept this torrent of 
idle talk, she caught the eye of one of the ladies 
who entered the Queen'^s apartment. There was 
death in her look of affidght and horror, and 
Edith, at the first glance of her countenance, had 
sunk at once on the earth, had not strong neces- 
sity, and her own elevation of character, enabled 
her to maintain at least external composure. 

^^ Madam,^ she said to the Queen, ^^ lose not 
another word in speaking, but save life — if, in- 
deed,^ she added, her voice choking as she said 
it, '^ life may yet be saved.^^ 

'^ It may — it may,^ answered the Lady Calis- 
ta. ^^ I have just heard that he has been brought 
before the King — it is not yet ovei^— but,^ she 
added, bursting into a vehement flood of weeping, 
in which personal apprehensions had some share 
— *^ it will soon — ^unless some course- be taken.^ 

'^ I will vow a golden candlestick to the Holy 

Sepulchre-— a shrine of silver to our Lady of £n- 

gaddi— a pall, worth one hundred bezants, to 
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Saint Thomas of Orthess,^ said the Queen, in ex- 
tremity. 

^* Up, up, madam,"* said Edith, ^< call on the 
saints if you list, but be your own best saint^ 

^^ Indeed, madam,^ said the terrified attend- 
ant, *^ the Lady Edith speaks truth. Up, ma- 
dam, and let us to King Richard^s tent, and beg 
the poor g^tleman^s life.^ 

'^ I will go— I . will go instantly,^ said the 
Queen, rising and trembling ezcessiyely ; while 
her women, in as great confusion as herself, were 
imable to render her those duties which were in- 
dispensable to her levee. Calm, composed, only 
pale as death, Edith ministered to the Queen 
with her own hand, and alone supplied the defi- 
ciencies of her numerous attendants. 

^^ How you wait, wenches,^ said the Queen, 
not able even th^n to forget frivolous distinctions. 
^< Suffer ye the Lady Edith to do the duties of 
your attendance ?-— See^st thou, Edith, they can 
do nothing — I shall never be attired in time. We 
will send for the Archbishop of Tyre, and employ 
him as a mediator.*^ 

" O no, no !" exclaimed Edith — *' Go yourself. 
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madam — ^you have done the evil, confer the re- 
medy.'' 

*' I will go— I will go,'" said the Queen ; " but 
if Richard be in his mood^ I dare not speak to 
him — ^he will kill me.'' 

'^ Yet go, gracious Madam," said the Lady 
Calista, who best knew her mistress'^s temper; 
^^ not a lion, in his fiiry, could look upon such a 
face and form, and retain so much as an angry 
thought — ^far less a love-true knight like the royal 
Richard, to whom your slightest word would be a 
command.^ 

^^ Dost thouiliink so, Calista P^ said the Queen. 
^^ Ah, thou little knowest — ^yet I will go— But 
see you here — ^what means this ? You have be- 
dizened me in green, a colour he detests. Lo you ! 
let me have a blue robe^ and — search for the ruby 
carcanet, which was part of the King of Cyprus's 
ransom— 4t is either in the steel-casket, or some- 
where else.'** 

^^ This, and a man's life at stake !" said Edith, 
indignantly; ^^ it passes human patience. Remain 
at your ease, madam — I wiH go tq King Richard 

8 
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-«*I am a {lairty interested'-^I will know if thd 
honour of a poor maiden o£ his blood is to be ao 
far tampered with, that her name shall be abused 
to train a braye gentleman from his duty, bring 
him within the compass of death and infamy^ 
and make, at the same time, t^e glory of Eng- 
land a laughing-stock to the whole Christiatt 
army.*^ 

At this tmexpected burst of passion, Ber^git* 
ria listened with an almost stupified look of fear 
and wonder. But as Edith was about to leave the 
tent, she exclaimed^ though faintly, ** Stop her-^ 
stop her* 

*< You must, indeed, stop, noble Lady Edith,"^ 
said Calista, taking her arm gently ; *^ and you^ 
royal madam» I am sure, will go, and without fiur- 
ther dallying* If the Lady Edith goes alone to the 
King, he will be dread&lly incensed^ nor will it 
be one li& that will stay his ftiry.^ 

** I will go-^I will go,^ said the Queen, yield-> 
ing to necessity ; and Bdith reluctantly halted to 
wait her movements. 

They were now A speedy as she could have 
desired* The Queen hastily wrapped herself in a 

VOL. IV* © 
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large loose mantle, which covered all inaccuracies 
of the toilette, and, attended by Edith and her 
women, and preceded and followed by a few offi- 
cers, and men-at-arms, she hastened to the tent of 
her lion-like husband. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Were eveiy hair upon his bead a life, 
And every life were to be supplicated 
By numbers equal to those^iairs quadrupled, 
Life after life should out like waning stars 
Before the day«break— or as festive lamps. 
Which have lent lustre to the midnight revel. 
Are quenchM when guests depart ! 

Old Play. 



The entrance of Queen Berengaria into the 
interior of Ricbard^s pavilion was withstood-*in 
the most respectfiil and reverential manner indeed 
— ^but still withstood, by the chamberlains who 
watched in the outer tent. She could hear the 
stem command of the King firomf within, prohibit- 
ing their entrance. 

^^ You see,^ said the Queen, appealing to. Edith, 
as if she had exhausted all means of intercession 
in her power — '^ I kaew it— the King will not 
receive us.'^ 
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At the same time, they heard Richaxd speak 
to some one within,— ^^ Go, speed thine office 
quickly, sirrah-— for in that consists thy mercy-— 
ten bezants if thou deal'^st on him at one blow.— « 
And hark thee, villain, observe if his cheek loses 
colour, or his eye falters-r-mark me the smallest 
twitch of the features, or wink of the qre-lid— I 
love to know how brave souls meet death.^ 

^' If he sees my blade waved aloft without 
shrinking, he is the first ever did so,^ answered a 
harsh deep voice, whi(^h a sense of unusual awe 
had softened into a sound much lower than its 
usual coarse tones. 

Edith could remain silait no longer. ^^ If your 
Grace,^ she said to the Queen, ^^ make not your 
own way, I make it for you ; or if not for your 
Majesty, for myself, at least. — Chamberlains, the 
Queen demands to see King Richard^-the wife 
to speak with her husband.'" 

^' Noble lady,^ said the officer, lowering his 
wand of office, ^^ it grieves me to gainsay you ; 
but hia Majesty is busied on matters of life and 
death."* 

** And we seek also to speak with him on mat« 
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ters of life and death,'' said Edith.— <^ I will make 
entrance for your Graoe.^— -And patting aside the 
ehamberlain mth one hand, she laid hold <m the 
curtain with the other. 

*^ I dare not gainsay her Majesty's pleasure,'' 
sud the chamberlain, yielding to the vehemence 
of the fair petitioner ; and as he gave way, the 
Queen found herself obliged to enter the apart- 
ment of Richard. 

The Monarch was lying on his couch, and at 
some distance, as awaiting his further commands, 
«tood a man whose profession it was not difficult to 
conjecture. He was clothed in a jerkin of red cloth, 
which reached scantly below the shoulders, leaving 
the arms bare from about halfway above the el- 
bow, and, as an upper garment, he wore, when 
about as at present to betake himself to his 
dreadful office^ a coat or tabard without sleeves, 
something like that of a herald, made of dressed 
bulTs hide, and stained in the front with many 
a broad spot and speckle of dull crimson. The 
jerkin, and the tabard over it, reached the knee, 
and the nether stocks, or covering of the legs, 
were of the same leather which composed th^ 
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talNird. A cap of rough shag served to hide the 
upper part of a visage, which, like that of a 
screech-owl, seemed desirous to conceal itself 
from light— the lower part of the face being 
obscured by a huge red beard, mingling with 
shaggy hair of the same colour. What features 
were seen were stem and misanthropical. The 
man's figure was short, strongly made, with a 
neck like a bull, very broad shoulders, arms 
of a great and disproportioned length, a huge 
square trunk, and thick bandy legs. This 
truculent official leant on a sword, the blade of 
which was nearly lour feet and a half in length, 
while the handle of twenty inches, surround- 
ed by a ring of lead plummets to counterpoise 
the weight of such a blade, rose considerably 
above the man^s head, as he rested his arm upon 
its hilt, waiting for King Richard'^s farther direc- 
tions. 

On the sudden entrance of the ladies, Richard, 
who was then lying on his couch, with his fiice 
towards the entrance, and resting on his elbow as 
l^ spoke to his griesly attendant, flung himself 
hastily, as if displeased and surprised, to the other 



TALES OF THE CRDSADSES. 56 

side, timdng his back to the Que&a and the 
females of her train, and drawing around him the 
ooyering of his couch, which, by his own 
or more probably the flattering selection of 
chamberlains, consisted of two large lions* skins, 
dressed in Venice with such admirable skill that 
they seined softer than the hide of the deer. 

fierengaria, such as we have described her, 
knew well— what woman knows not-— her own 
road to victory. After a hurried glance of uadia* 
guised and unaffected terror at the ghastly oom- 
panion of her husband^s secret counsels, shd 
rushed at once to the ade of Bichard^s couch, 
dropped on her knees, flung her mantle from her 
shoulders, showing, as they hung down at their 
fiiU length, her beautiful golden tresses, and 
while her countenance seemed like a sun burst* 
ing through a doud, yet bearing on its pallid firont 
traces that its splendours have been obscured, 
she seized upon the right -hand of the King, 
which, as he assumed his wonted posture, had 
been employed in dragging the covering of his 
couch, and gradiially pulling it to her with a 
force which was 'resisted, though but fiuntly, she 
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possessed herself of that arm, the prop of Chris- 
tendom, and the dread of Heathenesse, and hn« 
prisoning its strength in both her litde ftiry 
hands, she bent upon it her brow, and united to 
it her lips. 

*^ What needs this, Berengaria ?^ said Richard, 
his head still averted, but his hand remaining 
under her oontroL 

^^ Send away that man-^his look kills me,^ 
muttered Berengaria. 

^ B^imie, surah,^ said Ridiard, s^ without 
looking round— ^* What wait^st thou for? art 
thou fit to look on these ladies P^ 

^^ Your Highnesses pleasure touching the head,^ 
said the man. 

<< Out with thee, dog !^ answered Bichard—- ^^ a 
CtBistutn Dunai I 

The man disappeared, after casting a look upon 
the beaudfiil Queen, in her deranged dress and 
natural loveliness, with a smile of admiration more 
hideous in its expression, than even his usual 
scowl of cynical hatred against humanity. 

*^ And now, foolish wench, what wishest thou F^' 
said Richard^ turning sbwly and half reluctantly, 
round to his royal suppliant 
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But it was not in nature for any one, far less 
na admirer of beauty like Richard, to whom 
it stood only in the second rank to glory, to 
look without emotion on the countenance and the 
tremor of a creature so beautiful as Berengaxia, 
or to feel, without sympathy, that her lips, her 
brow^ Fere on his hand, and that it was wetted 
by her tears. By degrees, he turned on her hia 
manly countenance, with the softest ^ipression of 
which his large full blue eye, which so often 
gleamed with insufPeraUe light, was capable. 
Caresfflng her &ir head, and mining his large 
fingers in her beautiM and dishevelled locks, he 
raised and tenderly kissed the cherub countenance 
which seemed desirous to hide itself in his hand. 
The robust form, the broad, noble brow, and ma- 
jestic looks, the naked arm and shoulder, the 
lions^ skins amimg which he lay, and tte fiiir fra- 
gile feminine creature that kneeled by his si^ 
might have served for a model of Hercules recon- 
ciling himself after a quarrel, to his wife Dejan- 
ira. 

^< And, once more, what seeks the lady of my 
heart in her knightf^ pavilion, at this early and 
unwonted hour ?" 



9m» 
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<< Pardon, my Ddost gracious liege, pardon/^ 
said the Queen, whose fears began again to unfit 
her for the duty of intercessor. 

Pardon ! fi>r what ?" said the King. 
First, for entering your royal presence too 
boldly and unadvisedly——^ 

She stopped. 

^^ TAoi^ too boldly !-— the sun might as well ask 
pardon, because his rays entered the windows of 
some wretch'^s dungeon. But I was busied with 
work unfit for thee to witness, my gentle one, 
and I was unwilling, besides, that thou should^st 
risk thy precious health where sickness was so 
lately rife."* 

^* But thou art now well,*^ said the Queen, still 
delaying the communication which she feared to 
make. 

*^ Well enough to break a lance on the bold 
crest of that champion, who shall refose to ac- 
knowledge thee the fiurest in Christendom.^ 

^^ Thou wilt not then refuse me one boon— ^nly 
one— only a poor life ?'' 

^^ Ha ! — proceed,^ said King Richard, bend- 
ing his brows. 
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'^ This unhappy Scottish knight—^ said the 
Queen. 

^^ Speak not of him, madam,^ said Richard, 
sternly ; ^' he dies— his doom is fixed." 

^^ Nay, my royal liege, and love, ^tis but a silk- 
en banner neglected — ^Berengaria will give thee 
another broidered with hier own hand, and rich as 
ever daUied with the wind. Every peaxi I hare 
shall go to bedeck it, and with every pearl I will 
drop a tear of thankfulness to my generous 
knight.'' 

^' Thou know'st not what thou say'st,'' said the 
King, interrupting her in anger — '^^ Pearls ! can 
all the pearls of the East atone for a speck upon 
England's honour— all the tears that ever wo- 
man's eye wept wash away a stain on Richard's 
fame .'^— Go to, madam, know your place, and 
your time, and your sphere. At present we have 
duties in which you cannot be our partner." 

^^ Thou hear'st, Edith," whispered the Queen, 
<< we shall but incense him." 

^* Be it so," said Edith, stepping forward.—- 
" My lord-^I, your poor kinswoman, crave you 
for justice rather than mercy ; and, to the cry of 
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justice, the eam of a monarcli should be open at 
every time, place, and circumstance.*^ 

^^Ha ! our coudn Edith F^ said Richard, risbg 
and sitting upright on the side of his couch, co- 
vered with his long camesda— '* She speaks ever 
kinglike, and kinglike will I answer her, so she 
bring no requ^t unworthy herself or me.^ 

The beauty of Edith was of a more intellectual 
and less voluptuous cast than that of the Queen; 
but impatience and anxiety had ^ven her coun- 
tenance a glow, which it sometimes wanted, and 
her mien had a character of energetic dignity, 
that imposed silence for a moment even on Rich- 
ard himself, who, to judge by his looks, would 
willingly have interrupted her. 

^* My lord,^ she said, ^* this good knight, 
whose blood you are about to spill, hath done, in 
his time, service to Christendom. He hath fallen 
from his duty, through a snare set for him in 
mere folly and idleness of sjnrit A message sent 
to him in the name of one who-^why should I not 
speak it ?— it was in my own — ^induced him for an 
instant to leave his post-^-And whal knight in the 
Christian camp might not have thus fiur transgress-. 
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ed at command of a maiden, who, poor howsoever 
in other qualities, hath yet the blood of Plantage* 
net in her veins P^ 

^^ And you saw him, then, cousin ?^ replied the 
King, biting his lips to keep down his passion. 

<' I did, my liege,^ said Edith. ^^ It is no time 
to explain wherefore-^I am here neither to excul- 
pate myself nor to blame others.^ 

<* And where did you do him such a grace P^ 
*^ In the tent of her Majesty the Queen.^ 
" Of our royal consort !^ said Richard. " Now, 
by Heaven, by Saint George of England, and 
every other saint that treads its crystal floor, this 
is too audacious f I have noticed and overlodted 
this warrior^s insolent admiration of one so fiur 
above him, and I grudged him not that one of my 
blood should shed from her high-bom sphere such 
influence as the sun bestows on the world beneath 
—But, Heaven and earth ! that you should have 
admitted him to an audience by nighty in the very 
tent of our royal consort !— -and dare to offer this 
as an excuse for his disobedience and desertion ! 
By my father^s soul ! Edith, thou shalt rue thi» 
thy lifelong in a monastery T 
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^' My li^e,^ said Edith, ^^ your greatness li- 
censes tyranny. My honour. Lord King, is as 
little touched as yours, and my Lady the Queen 
can prove it if she think fit.— But I have already 
said, I am not here to excuse myself or inculpate 
oth^«— •! ask you but to extend to one, whose 
finilt was committed under strong temptation, that 
mercy, which even you yourself, Lord Eong, must 
one day supplicate at a higher tribunal, and for 
&ults, perhaps, less venial.^ 

<^ Can this be Edith PUintagenet P"" said the 
King, bitterly.— ^^ Edith Flantagenet, the wise 
and the noble !— Or is it some love-sick woman, 
who cares not for her own fame in comparison of 
the life of her paramour. Now, by King Henry^s 
soul ! little hinders but I order thy minion^s skull 
to be brought from the gibbet, and fixed as a per- 
petual ornament by the crucifix in thy cell !^ 

^^ And if thou dost send it from the ^bbet to 
be placed for ever in my sight,^ said Edith, ^^ I 
will say it is a relic of a good knight, cruelly and 
unworthily done to death by— (she checked her- 
self)— by one of whom I shall only say, he should 
have known better how to reward chivalry.— Mi- 
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nion call^st thou him P^ she continued, with in- 
creasing vehemence, — ^^ He was indeed my lover, 
and a most true one — ^but never sought he grace 
from me by look or word— contented with such 
humble observance as men pay to the saints*-— And 
the good— the valiant— the faithful, must die for 
thisr 

*^ O, peace, peace, for pity^s sake,^ whispered 
the Queen, ^^ you do b\it offend him more.^ 

^' I care not,^ said Edith ; ^^ the spotless vir- 
gm fears not the raging lion. Let him work his 
will oli:this worthy knight. Edith, for whom he 
dies, will know how to weep his memory— to me 
no one shall speak more of politic alliances, to be 
sanctioned with this poor hand. I could not — I 
would not^have been his bride living..-^ur degrees 
were too distant* But death unites the high and 
ihe low-— I am henceforward the spouse of the 
dead.^ 

The King was about to answer with much an- 
ger, when a Carmelite monk entered the apart- 
ment hastily, Us head and person muffled in the 
long mantle and hood of striped cloth of the 
coarsest texture, which distinguished his order, 
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and, flingiiig himself on his kn^es before the King^ 
coloured him^ by erery holy word and sign, to 
stop the execution. 

^^ Now, by both sword and seeptreT said 
Richard, ^' the world are leagued to drive mo 
mad !-^fi)ols, women, and monks, cross me at 
every step^ How comes he to live still ?^ 

^* My gracious liege,^ said the monk, ^* I en- 
treated of the Lord of Gilsland to stay the exe* 
cudon until I had thrown myself at your royal-^^ 

'* And be was wilful enough to grant thy te* 
quest,"^ said the King ; ^^but it is of api|g||with 
his wonted obstinacy-^And what is it thou hast 
to say ? Speak, in the fiend^s name P 

^' My lord, there is a w^hty seeret-^but it 

rests under the seal of confession-^I dare not tell 

or even whisper it-^but I swear to thee by my 

holy order<-^by ihe habit which I wear«*by the 

blessed Elias, our founder, even him who was 

translated without suffering the ordinary pangs of 

mortaIity*-*that this youth hath divulged to me a 

secret, which, if I might confide it to thee, would 

utterly turn thee from thy bloody purpose in re* 

gard to him.^ 

11 
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'' Good father,'' said Richard, <' that I reve- 
rence the church, witness the arms which I now 
wear for her sake. Give me to know this secret, 
and I will do what shall seem fittmg in the mat- 
ter. But I am no blind Bayard, to take a leap in 
the dark under the stroke of a pair of priestly 
spurs." 

<^ My lord," said the holy man, throwing back 
his cowl and upper vesture, and discovering under 
the latter a garment of goatskin, and from be- 
neath the forfner a visage so wildly wasted by cli- 
mate,iBt, and penance, as to resemble rather the 
apparition of an animated skeleton than a human 
face, ** for twenty years have I macerated this mi- 
serable body in the caverns of Engaddi, doing pe- 
nance for a great crime. Think you I, who am 
dead to the world, would contrive a fSEdsehood to 
endanger my own soul, or that one, bound by the 
most sacred oaths to the contrary — one such as I, 
who have but one longmg wish connected with 
earth, to wit, the rebuilding of our Christian Zion, 
—would betray the secrets of the confessional ? 
Both are alike abhorrent to my very souL" 

VOL. IV. E 
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So/^ answered the King, *^ thdu art that her^ 
mit of whom men speak so much ? Thou art, I 
confess, like enough to those spirits which walk 
in dry places, but Richard fears no hobgoblins — 
and thou art he, too, as I bethink nsfe, to whom 
the Christian princes sent this very criminal to 
open a communication with the Soldan, even while 
I, who ought to have been first consulted, lay on 
my sick-bed. Thou and they may content them- 
selves— I will not put my n^ck into the loop of a 
Carmelite^s girdle — ^And, for your envoy, be shall 
die, the rather and the sooner that thou|te| en- 
treat for him.*" 

*^ Now God be ^acious to thee. Lord King l^ 
said the hermit, mtk much emotion ; '^ thou art 
setting that mischief on foot which thou wilt here- 
after wish thou hadst stopt, though it had cost 
thee a limb. Rash, blinded man, yet forbear !^ 

*^ Away, away !'^ said the King, stamping ; 
^^ the sun has risen on the dishonour of England, 
and it is not yet avenged.— Ladies and priest, 
withdraw, if ye would not hear orders which 
would displease you; for, by Saint (veoi^e, I 
swear — r-^ 
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'^ Swear not r said the voice of one who had 
just then entered the pavilion. 

Ha ! my learned Hakim,^ said the Eling ; 

come, I hope, to tax our generosity .^^ 

I come 4o request instant speech with you— *- 
instant — and touching matters of deep intereft.^ 

'^ First look on my wife, Hakim, and let her 
know in you the preserver of her husband.''^ 

^^ It is not for me,^ said the physician, folding 
his arms with an air of oriental modesty and re- 
vcreni^^aA bending his eyes on the ground, — 
*^ It is^^ for me to look upon beauty unveiledj 
and armed in its splendours.^ 

** Retire, then, Berengaria,^ said the Monarch ; 
" and, Edith, do you retire also ;— nay, renew not 
your importunities •! This I give to them, that the 
execution shall not be till high noon.-— Go and be 
pacified — dearest Berengaria, begone. — Edith,^ 
he added, with a glance which struck terror even 
into the courageous soul of his kinswoman, ^* go 
if you are wise.'' 

The females withdrew, or rather hurried from 
the tcs^t, rank and ceremony forgotten, much lik^ 
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a flock of wild-fowl huddled together, against 
whom the falcon has made a recent stoop. 

They returned from thence to the Queen^s pa- 
vilion, to indulge in regrets and recriminations, 
equally unavailing. Edith was the only one who 
seemed to disdain these ordinary channels of sor- 
row. Without a sigh, without a tear, without a 
word of upbraiding, she attended upon the Queen, 
whose weak temperament showed her sorrow in 
violent hysterical ecstasies, and passionate hypo- 
chondriac efiusions, in the course of whidUSdith 
sedulously, and even affectionately, attencRl her. 

^< It is impossible she can have loved this 
knight,^^'said Florise to Calista, her senior in at- 
tendance upon the Queens's person. ^^ We have 
been mistaken ; she is but sorry for his fate, as for 
a stranger who has come to trouble on her ac- 
count.'^ 

^^ Hush, hush,^ answered her more experienced, 
and more observant comrade ; ^^ she is of that 
proud house of Plantagenet, who never own that 
a hurt grieves them. While they have them- 
selves been bleeding to death, under a mortal 
wound, they have been known to bind up the 



y 
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scratches sustained by their more faint-hearted 
comrades.—- Florise, we have done frightfully 
wrong ; . and, for mine own part, I would buy with 
every jewel I have, that our fatal jest had remain- 
ed unacted.*' 
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CHAPTER V. 



This work desires a planetary intelligence, 
Of Jupiter and Sol ; and those great spirits 
Are proud, fantasticaL It asks great charges 
To entice them from the guiding of their spheres, 
To wait on mortals^ 

Albumazar. 



The hermit followed the ladies from the pa- 
vilion of Richard, as shadow follows a beam of 
sunshine when the clouds are driving over the 
face of the sun. But he turned on the threshold, 
and held up his hand towards the King in a warn- 
ing, or almost a menacing posture, as he said,— * 
** Woe to him who rejects the counsel of the 
Church, and betaketh himself to the foul divan 
of the infidel ! King Richard, I do not yet shake 
the dust fi*om my feet and depart from thy en- 
campment—the sword falls not— but it hangs but 
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by a hair.— 'Haughty monarchy we shall meet 
again.^ 

^^ Be It so, proud priest,^ returned Richard, 
^^ prouder in thy goatskins than princes in purple 
and fine linen.^ 

The hermit vanished from the tent, and the 
King continued, addressing the Arabian,-^^^ Do 
the dervises of the East, wise Hakim, use such 
fiuniliarity with their priipes ?^ 

" The dervise,*' replied Adonbec^ ** should be 
either a sage or a madman ; there is no' mean for 
him who .wears the khirkhah,* who watches by 
night, and fasts by day. Hence, hath he either 
wisdom enough to bear himself discreetly in the 
presence of princes, or else, hating no reason be- 
stowed on him, he is not responsible for his own 
actions.^ 

^' Methinks our monks haVe adopted chiefly 
the latter character,^^ said Richard-—^' But to the 
matter.— In what can I pleasure you, my learned 
physidan P"^ 



* Literally the torn robe« The habit of the dervises is so 
caUed. 
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'^ Great King,"" said £1 Hakim, making his 
profound Oriental obeisance, *^ let your servant 
speak one word, and yet live. I would remind 
thee that thou owest — not to me their humble in- 
strument—but to the Intelligences, whose benefits 
I dispense to mortals, a lif e ^ 

" And I warrant me thou would'st have an- 
other in requital, ha ?^^ interrupted the King. 

^^ Such is my humble prayer,^ said the Hakim, 
" to the great Melee Ric — even the life of this 
good knight, who is doomed to die, and but for 
such fault as was committed by the Sultan Adam, 
sumamed Aboulbeschar, or the father of all men."^ 

*^ And thy wisdom might remind thee. Hakim,- 
that Adam died for it,^^ said the King, somewhat 
sternly, and then began to pace the narrow space 
of his tent, with some emotion, and to talk to him- 
seliP. " Why, God-a-mercy-— I knew what he 
desired as soon as ever he entered the pavilion !— 
Here is one poor life justly condemned to extinc- 
tion, and I, a king and a soldier, who have slain 
thousands by my command, and scores with my 
own hand, am to have no power on it, although 
the honour of my arms, of my house, of my very 
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Queen, hath been attainted by the culprit — By 
Saint George, it makes me kugh!— By St Louis, 
it reminds me of Blenders tale of an enchanted 
castle, where the destined knight was withstood 
successively in his purpose of entrance by forms 
and figures the most dissimilar, but all hostile to 
his undertaking. No sooner one sunk than an- 
other appeared! — Wife— Kinswoman — Hermit— 
Hakim— each appears in the lists as soon as the 
other is defeated !-— Why, this is a single knight 
fighting against the whole mel6e of the touma- 
ment — ^ha ! ha ! ha T — And Bichard laughed 
aloud; for he had, in fact, begun to change his 
mood, his resentment being usually too yiolent to 
be of long endurance. 

The physician meanwhile looked on him with 
a countenance of surprise, not unmingled with 
contempt; for the eastern people make no allow- 
ance for these mercurial changes in the temper, and 
consider open laughter, upon almost any account, 
as derogatory to the dignity of man, and becoming 
* only to women and children. At length the sage 
addressed the King, when he saw him more com- 
posed. 
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^^ A doom of death should not issue from 
laughing lips. — Let thy servant hope that thou 
hast granted him this man^s life.^^ 

^< Take the freedom of a thousand captives in- 
stead,"" said Richard ; ^^ restore so many of thy 
countrymen to their tents and families, and I will 
give the warrant instantly. This man's life can 
avail thee nothing, and it is forfdited.^ 

^^ All our lives are forfidtcd,"" said the Hakim, 
puttmg his hand to his cap. ^^ But the great 
Creditor is merciful, and exacts not the pledge 
rigorously or untimely.*^ 

^^ Thou canst show me,'"* said Richard, *^ no 
special interest thou hast to become intercessor 
betwixt me and the execution of justice, to which 
I am sworn as a crowned Eing.^ . 

*^ Thou art sworn to the dealing forth mercy 
as well as justice,*** said £1 Hakim ; *^ but what* 
thou seekest, great King, is the execution of thine 
own will. And for the concern I have in this 
request, know that many a man's life depends 
upon thy granting this boon.'' 

^^ Explain thy words," said Richard; *^ bat 
think not to impose upon me by false pretexts." 
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" Be it far from thy selrvaiit !^ said Adonbec. 
^* Know^ then, that th^ medicine to which thou. 
Sir King, and many one beside, owe their reco- 
very, is a talisman, composed under certain as- 
pects of the heavens, when the Divine InteQigen- 
ces dre most propitious. I am but the poor ad- 
ministrator of its virtues. I dip it in a cup of 
water, observe the fitting hour to administer it to 
the patient, and the potency of the draught works 
the cure."" 

^\ A most rare medicine,^^ said the King, ^^ and 
a commodious ! and, as it may be carried in the 
leccVs purse, would save the whole caravan of ca- 
mels which they require to convey drugs and phy- 
sic-stuff—I marvel there is any other in use.^ 

* 

^^ It is written,^ answered the Hakim, with im- 
' perturbable gravity, ^* abuse not the steed which 
' hath borne thee from the battle. Know, that such 
talismans might indeed be framed, but rare has 
been the number of adepts who have dared to un- 
dertake the application of their virtue. Severe 
restrictions, painful observances, fasts, and pen- 
ance, are necessary on the part of the sage who 
uses this mode of cure ; and if, through neglect 



d 
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of these preparations, by his love of ease, or his 
indulgence of sensual appetite, he omits to cure 
at least twelve persons within the course of each 
moon, the virtue of the divine gift departs firom 
the amulet, and both the last patient and the phy- 
sician will be exposed to speedy misfortune, nei- 
ther will they survive the year. I require yet one 
life to make up the appointed number.^ 

^^ Go out into the camp, good Hakim, where 
thou wilt find a-many,^ said the King, ^^ and do 
not seek to rob my headsman of his patients ; it 
is unbecoming a mediciner of thine eminence to 
interfere with the practice of another. — ^Besides, 
I cannot see how delivering a criminal firem the 
death he deserves, should go to make up thy tale 
of miraculous cures.^ 

" When thou canst show why a draught of 
cold water should have cured thee, when the 
most precious drugs failed,^ said the Hakim, 
^^ thou may'st reason on the other mysteries at- 
tendant on this matter. For myself, I am inef- 
ficient to the great work, having this morning 
touched an unclean aidmal. Ask, therefore, no 
farther questions ; it is enough, that by sparing 
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this man^s life at my request, you will deliver 
yourself, great King, and thy senranti from a great 
danger.'* 

<< Hark thee, Adonbec,'' replied the King, *' I 
have no objection that leeches should wrap their 
words in mist, and pretend to derive knowledge 
from the stars ; but when you bid Richard Plan- 
tagenet fear that a danger will fall upon him from 
some idle omen, or omitted ceremonialj^you speak 
to no ignorant Saxon, or doting old woman, who 
foregoes her purpose because a hare crosses the 
path, a raven croaks, or a cat sneeases.^ 

<< 1 cannot hinder your doubt of my words,^ 
E|^d Adonbec ; ^^ but yet, let my Lord the King 
grant that truth is on the tongue of his servant,-— 
will he think it just to deprive the world, and 
every wretch who may suffer by the pains which 
so lately reduced him to that couch, of the bene- 
fit of tliis most virtuous talisman, rather than 
extend his forgiveness to one poor criminal ^ Be- 
think you, Lord King, that though thou canst 
slay thousands, thou canst not restore one man 
to health. Kings have the power of Satan to 
torment, sages that of Allah to heal — ^bewai^ how 



78 TALES OF THE CKUSADER6. 

thou hinderest the good to humanity, which thou 
canst not thyself render. Thou canst cut off the 
head, but not cure the aching tooth.*^ 

*^ This is over insolent,^ said the King, hard- 
ening himself, as the Hakim assumed a more 
lofty, and almost a commanding tone. ^' We 
took thee for our leech, not for our counsellor, or 
consdience-keeper.'*^ 

^^ And is it thus the most renowned Prince of 
Frangistan repays benefit done to his royal per- 
son?^ said El Hakim, exchanging the huiobt® 
and stooping posture, in which he had hitherto 
solicited the King, for an attitude lofty and com* 
manding. *^ K!now, then,^^ he said, ^^ that through^ 
every court of Europe and Asia — to Moslem and 
Nazarene— to knight and lady — wherever harp is 
heard and sword worn — ^wherever honour is loved 
and infamy detested— to every quarter of the 
world will I denounce thee. Melee Ric, as thank- 
less and ungenerous ; and even the lands — if there 
be any such— that never heard of thy renown, shall 
yet be acquainted with thy shame V 

^^ Are these terms to mc, vile infidel !"" said 
Richard, striding up to him in fury.— ^^ Art weary 
ofthyUfe?^ 
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^^ Strike i^ said Et Hakim ; ^^ thine own deed 
shall then paint thee more worthless than could 
my words, though each had an hornef s sting."^ 

Richard turned fiercely from him, folded his 
arms, traversed the tent as before, and then ex- 
claimed, ^^ Thankless and ungenerous ?— as well 
be termed coward and infidel !-*Hakim, thou hast 
chosen thy boon ; and though I\had rather thou 
badst asked my crown-jewels, yet I may not king- 
like refuse thee. Take this Scot, therefore, to thy 
keeping— tthe provost will deliver him to thee on 
this warrant.^ 

He hastily traced one or two lines, and gave 
them to the physician. ^^ Use him as thy bond- 
slaf;e, to be disposed of as thou wilt— only, let him 
beware how he comes before the eyes of .Richanl. 
Hark thee*— thou art wise— he hath been over bold 
among those in whose &ir looks and weak judg- 
ments we trust our honour, as you of the East 
lodge your treasures in caskets of silver wire, as 
§ne and as frail as the web of a gossamer.^ 

^^ Thy servant understands the word of the 
King,^ said the sage, at onoe resuming the reve- 
rent style of address in which he had commenced. 

14 
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^ When the rich carpet is soiled, the fool point- 
eth to the stain— the wise man covers it with his 
mantle. I have heard my lord's pleasure, and to 
hear is to obey.** 

<^ It is well,"" said the King ; " let him consult 
his own safety, and never appear in my presence 
more.-— Is there aught else in which I may do thee 
pleasure P^ 

^^ The bounty of the King hath filled my cup 
to the brim,^ said the sage ; ^^ yea, it hath been 
abundant as the fountain which sprung up amid 
the camp of the descendants of Israel, when the 
rock was stricken by the rod of Moussa Ben Am- 



ran.'' 



<^ Ay, but,'' said the King, smiling, ^^ it requi- 
red, as in the desert, a hard blow on the rock, ere 
it yielded its treasures. I would that I knew some- 
thing to pleasure thee, which I might yield as 
fireely as the natural fountain sends forth its wa- 
ters." 

^^ Let me touch that victorious hand," said the 
sage, ^^ in token, that if Adonbec El Hakim 
should hereafter demand a boon of Richard of 
England, he may do so, yet plead his comm^lnd." 

13 
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<^ Thou hast hand and glove upon it, man,^ 
replied Richard ; ^^ only, if thou couldst consist- 
ently make up thy tale of patients without craving 
me to deliver from deserved punishment those in 
my danger, I would more willingly discharge my 
debt in some other form.^ 

^^ May your days be multiplied—^ answered the 
Hakim, and withdrew from the apartment after 
the usual deep obeisance. 

King Richard gazed after him as he departed, 
like one but half- satisfied with what had passed. 

" Strange pertinacity," he said, " in this Ha- 
kim, and a wonderful chance to interfere between 
that audacious Scot and the chastisement he has 
merited so richly. Yet let him live I there is one 
brave man the more in the world. — And now for 
the Austrian. — Ho, is the Baron of Gilsland there 
without ?'' 

Sir Thomas de Vaux thus summoned, his bulky 
form speedily darkened the opening of tlie pavi- 
lion, while behind him glided as a spectre, unan- 
nounced, yet unopposed, the savage form of the 
hermit of Engaddi, wrapped in his goatskin 
mantle. 

VOL. IV. F 
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Richard, without noticbg his presence, called 
in a loud tone to the Baron, ^^ Sir Thomas de - 
Vaux, of Lanercost and Gilsland, take trumpet 
and herald, and go instantly to the tent of him 
whom they call Arch-Duke of Austria, and see 
that it be when the press of his knights and vas- 
sals is greatest around him, — as is likely at this 
hour, for the German boar breakfasts ere he hears 
mass — enter his presence with as little reverence 
as thou may^st, and impeach him, on the part of 
Richard of England, that he hath this night, by 
his own hand, or that of others, stolen from its 
staff the Banner of England. Wherefore, say to 
him our pleasure, that, within an hour from the 
time of my speaking, he restore the said banner 
with all reverence— he himself and his principal 
barons waiting the whilst with heads uncovered, 
and without their robes of honour — And that, 
moreover, he pitch beside it, on the one hand, his 
own Banner of Austria reversed, as that which 
hath been dishonoured by theft and felony— and 
on the other, a lance, bearing the bloody head of 
him who was his nearest counsellor, or assistant, 
in this base injury— And say, that such our be* 
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hests being punctually discharged, we will, for the 
'sake of our vow, and the weal of the Holy Land, 
forgive his other forfeits.^ 

^^ And how if the Duke of Austria deny all ac- 
cession to this act of wrong and of felony ?^ said 
Thomas de Vaux. 

** Tell him," replied the King, ^* we will prove 
it upon his body— ay, were he backed with his two 
bravest champions. Knightlike will we prove it, 
on foot or on horse, in the desert or in the field, 
time, place, and arms, all at his own choice.^ 

^* Bethink you of the peace of God and the 
Church, my liege lord," said the Baron of Gils- 
land, *' among those princes engaged in this holy 
crusade." 

^^ Bethink you how to execute my commands, 
my liege vassal,^^ answered Richard, impatiently. 
'^ Methinks men expect to turn our piurpose by 
their breath, as boys jjlow feathers to and fix>-— 
Peace of the Church !— who, I prithee, minds 
it ? — ^The peace of the church, among crusaders, 
implies war with the Saracens, with whom the 
pdnces have made truce, and the one ends with 
the other. And, besides, see you not how every 
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prince of them is seeking his own several ends ? — 
I will seek mine also— and that is honour. For 
lionour I came hither, and if I may not win it 
upon the Saracens, at least I will not lose a jot 
from any respect to this paltry duke, though he 
were bulwarked and buttressed by every prince in 
the crusade.^ 

De Vaux turned to obey the King's mandate, 
shrugging his shoulders at the same time, the 
blimtness of his nature being unable to conceal 
that its tenor went against his judgment. But the 
hermit of Engaddi stepped forward, and assumed 
the air of one charged with higher commands 
than those of a mere earthly potentate. Indeed, 
his dress of shaggy skins, his uncombed and un« 
trimmed hair and beard, his lean, wild, and con- 
torted features, and the almost insane fire which 
gleamed from under his bushy eyebrows, made 
him approach nearly to vour idea of some seer 
of Scripture, who, charged with high mission 
to the sinful Kings of Judah or Israel, descend* 
ed from the rocks and caverns in which he 
dwelt in abstracted solitude, to abash earthly 
tyrants in the midst of their pride, by dischar* 
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ging on them the blighting denunciations of Di- 
vine Majesty, even as the cloud discharges the 
lightnings with which it is fraught, on the pin- 
nacles and towers of castles and palaces. In 
the midst of his most wayward mood, Richard re- 
spected the church and its ministers, and though 
offended at the mtrusion of the hermit into his 
tent, he greeted him with respect ; at the same 
time, however, making a sign to Sir Thomas de 
Vaux to hasten on his message. 

But the hermit prohibited the baron, by ges- 
ture, look, and word, to stir a yard on such an er- 
rand; and, holding up his bare arm, from which the 
goat-skin mantle fell back in the violence of his 
action, he waved it aloft, meagre with famine, 
and wealed with the blows of the discipline. 

^^ In the name of God, and of the most holy 
Father, the vicegerent of the Christian Church 



upon earth, I prohihyLthis most profane, blood- 
thirsty, and brutal delrance, betwixt two Christian 
princes, whose shoulders are signed with the 
blessed mark under which they swore brother- 
hood. Woe to him by whom it is broken! — 
Hichard of England, recall the most unhallowed 
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message thou hast given to that baroo-^Dai^er 
and Death are nigh thee ! — the da^er is glancing 
at thy very throat !— ^^'^ 

*^^ Danger and Death are phiymates to Rich- 
ard,^ answered the monarch, proudly ; ^^ and he 
hath braved too many swords to fear a dagger,^ 

*^ Dangw and Death are near/' replied the 
seer ; and, sinking his voice to a hollow, unearth- 
ly tone, he added, ^' And after death the judg* 
ment r 

*^ Good and holy father,^ siud Richard, ^' I 
reverence thy person and thy sanctity '** 

^^ Reverence not me T interrupted the hermit ; 
** reverence sooner the vilest insect that crawls by 
the shores of the Dead Sea, and feeds upon its ac- 
cursed slime. But reverence Him whose com- 
mands I speak— Reverence Him whose sepulchre 
you have vowed to rescue-^Revere the oath of 
concord which you have 8»m, and break not the 
silver cord of union and noelity with which you 
have bound yourself to your princely confede- 
rates.^' 

^^ Good father,'' said the King, ^^ you of the 
church seem to me to presume somewhat, if a lay- 
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man may say so much, upon the dignity of your 
holy character. Without challeDging your right 
to take charge of our conscience, methinks you 
might leave us the charge of our own honour.^ 

^^ Presume T repeated the hermit— •^^ is it for 
me to presume, royal Bichard, who am but the 
bell obejriog the hand of the sexton-*— but the 
senseless and worthless trumpet, carrying the com- 
mand of him who sounds it P— See, on my knees 
I throw myself before thee, imploring thee to 
have mercy on Christendom, on England, and on 
thyself.'* 

<^ Rise, rise,^ said Richard, compelling him to 
stand up ; '^ it beseems not that knees, which are 
so frequently bended to the Deity, should press the 
ground in honour of man.— What danger awaits 
us, reverend father ?— and when stood the power 
of England so low, that the noisy bluster of this 
new-made Duke's dkdieasure should alarm her, 
or her monarch P'' 

*^ I have looked forth from my moimtain tur- 
ret upon the starry host of heaven, as eadi in 
his midnight circuit uttered wisdom to another, 
and knowledge to the few who can understand 
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thmr voice. There sits an enemy in thy House 
of Life, Lord King, malign at once to thy £ime, 
and thy prosperity — ^an emanation of Saturn, 
menacing thee with instant and bloody peril, and 
which, but thou yield thy proud will to the rule 
of thy duty, will presently crush thee, even in thy 
pride.'' 

*^ Away, away— 'this is heathen science,^ said 
the King. ^^ Christians practise it not— wise men 
believe it not. — Old man, thou dotest.'' 

" I dote not, Richard — I am not so happy. I 
know my condition, and that some portion of 
reason is yet permitted me, not for my own use, 
but that of the Church, and the advancement of 
the Cross. I am the blind man who holds a 
torch to others, though it yields no light to him- 
self. Ask me touching what concerns the weal 
of Christendom, and of this crusade, and I will 
speak with thee as the wise^ counsellor on whose 
tongue persuasion ever sat. Speak to me of my 
own wretched being, and my words shall be those 
of the maniac outcast which I am.'' 

^' I would not break the bands of unity asunder 
among the Princes of the Crusade," said Richard, 
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with a mitigated tone and manner ; ^' but what 
atonement can they render me for the injustice 
and insult which I have sustamed ?"" 

'^ Even of that I am prepared and commission- 
ed to speak by the council, which, meeting hasti- 
ly at the summons of Philip of France, have ta- 
ken measures for that effect^* 

*^ Strange,^^ replied Richard, ^^ that others 
should treat of what is due to the wounded Ma- 
jesty of England T 

^^ They are willing to anticipate your demands, 
if it be possible,'*^ answered ^he hermit. ^' In a 
body, they consent that the Banner of England 
be replaced on Saint George^s Mount, and they 
lay under ban and condemnation the audacious 
criminal, or criminals, by whom it was outraged, 
and will announce a princely reward to any who 
shall denounce the delinquents guilt, and give 
his ilesh to the wolves and ravens.^^ 
* '^ And Austria,^^ said Richard — ^^ upon whom 
rest such strong presumptions that he was the 
author of the deed ?'^ 

"To prevent discord in the host,'" replied the 
hermit,^* Austria will clear himself of the suspi- 
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don, by submittiDg to whatsoever ordeal the Pa- 
triaich of Jerusalem shall impose.^ 

<^ Will he clear himself by the trial by com- 
bat P^ said King Richard. 

<^ His oath prohibits it,^ said the hermit; 
'^ and, moreover, the Council of the Princes — ^^ 

^' Will neither authorize battle against the Sa- 
racens,^ interrupted Richard, ^' nor against anyone 
else. But it is enough, father— ^thou hast shown 
me the folly of proceeding as I designed in this 
matter. You shall sooner light your torch in a 
piKldle of rain, than faring a spark out of a cold* 
blooded coward. There is no honour to be gain- 
ed on Austria, and so let him pass.— I will have 
him perjure himself, however ; I wiU insist on the 
ordeal. — How I shall laugh to hear his clumsy 
fingers hiss, as he grasps the red*hot globe of 
iron I — Ay, or his huge mouth riven, and his gul- 
let swelling to suffocation, as he endeavours to 
swallow the consecrated bread !^ 

" Peace, Richard,"^ said the hermit—" Ob, 
peace, for shame, if not for charity. Who shall 
praise or hcmour princes, who insult and calum- 
niate each other ? Alas ! that a creature so noble 
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as thou art-HBO accomplished in prinody thoughts 
and princely darii^^so fitted to honour Christ- 
endom by thy actions, and, in thy calmer mood, 
to rule her by thy wisdom, should yet have the 
brute and wild fury of the lion, mingled with 
the dignity and courage of that king of the fi> 
rest r • 

He remained an instant mudng with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, and then proceeded.— -^^ But 
Heaven, that knows our imperfect nature, accepts 
of our imperfect obedience, and hath delayed, 
thbugh not averted, the bloody end of thy da- 
ring life. The destroying angel hadi stood still, 
as of old by the threshing-floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, and the blade is drawn in his hand, by 
which, at no distant date, Richard, the lion-heart- 
ed, shall be as low as the meanest peasant^ 

<< Must it then be so soon ?^-— said Richard. 
^^ Yet, even so be it. May my course be bright, 
if it be but brief r 

^^ Alas ! noble Eing,"^ said the solitary, and it 
seemed as if a tear (unwonted guest) were gather- 
ing hi his dry and glaxened eye— ^' short and me^ 
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lancholy, marked with mortification, and calami- 
ty, and captivity, is the span that divides thee 
&<Mn the grave which yawns for thee — a grave in 
which thou shalt be laid without lineage to suc- 
ceed thee*— without the tears of a people, exhaust- 
ed by thy ceaseless wars, to lament thee— -without 
having extended the knowledge of thy subjects—* 
without having done aught to enlarge their hap« 
piness.*^' 

^^ But not without renown, monk — ^not without 
the tears of the lady of my love ! These consola- 
tions, which thou canst neither know nor estimate, 
await upon Richard to his grave.*" 

*^ Do I not haoyr-^can I not estimate, the va- 
lue of minstrePs praise, and of lady^s love V* re- 
torted the hermit, in a tone, which for a moment 
seemed to emulate the enthusiasm of Richard 
himself. ^^ King of England,^^ he continued, ex- 
tending his emaciated arm, ^^ the blood which 
boils in thy blue veins is»not more noble than 
that which stagnates in mine. Few and cold as 
the drops are, they still are of the blood of the 
royal Lusignan — of the heroic and sainted God- 
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frey. I am — that is, I was when in the world — 
Alberick Mortemar— — '' 

^^ Whose deeds,^ said Richard, ^*have so often 
filled Fame's trumpet ! Is it so— can it be so ?— 
Could such a light as thine fall from the horizon 
of chivalry, and yet men be uncertain where its 
embers had alighted ?^ 

^^ Seek a fallen star,"' said the hermit, ^^ and 
thou shalt only light on some foul jelly, which, in 
shooting through the horizon, has assumed for a 
moment an appearance of splendour. Richard, if 
I thought that rending the bloody veil from my 
horrible fate could make thy proud heart stoop to 
the discipline of the church, I could find in my 
heart to tell thee a tale, which I have hitherto 
kept gnawing at my vitals in concealment, like 
the self-devoted youth of heat|;iene8se.-— Listen, 
then, Richard, and may the grief and despair, 
which cannot avail this wretched remnant of what 
was once a man, be powerful as an example to so 
noble, yet so wild a being as thou art. Yes — I 
will<— I will tear open the long-hidden wounds, 
although in thy very presence they should bleed 
to death." 
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King Richard, upon whom the history of Al« 
berick of Mortemar had made a deep impression in 
his early years, when minstrels were regaling his 
fathet^s halls with legends of the Holy Land, 
listened with respect to the outlines of a tale, 
which, darkly and imperfectly sketched, indicated 
suffidently the cau&e of the partial insanity of this 
singular and most unhappy being. 

<' I need not,^ he said, ^^ tell thee, that I was 
noble in birth, high in fortune, strong in arms, 
wise in counsel. All these I was ; biit while the 
noblest ladies in Palestine strove which should 
wind garhinds for my helmet, my love was fixed— 
unalterably and devotedly fixed— on a mdden of 
low degree. Her father, an ancient soldier of the 
Cross, saw our passion, and knowing the differ- 
ence betwixt us, saw no other refuge for his 
daughter's honour than the shadow of the clois- 
ter» I returned from a distant expedition, loaded 
with spoils and honour, to find my happiness was 
destroyed for ever ! I too sought the doiJBter, and 
Satan, who had marked me for his own, breathed 
into my heart a vapour of spiritual pride^ which 
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could only have had its source in his own infernal 
r^ons. I had risen as high in the church as be- 
fore in the state— I was, forsooth, the wise, the 
self>sufficient, the impeccaUe !— -I was the counsel* 
lor of councils — I was the director of prelates- 
how should I stumble— -wherefore should I fear 
temptation ? — ^Alas f I became confessor to a sis- 
terhood, and amongst that sisterhood I found the 
long-loved — ^the long-lost Spare me farther con- 
fession ! — ^A fidlen nun, whose guilt was avenged 
by self-murder, sleeps soundly in the vaults of 
Engaddi, while, above her very grave, gibbers, 
moans, and roars a creature, to whom but so 
much reason is left as may sufBce to render him 
completely sensible to his fate/^ 

<< Unhappy man 1"^ said Bichard. *^ I wonder 
no longer at thy misery. How didst thou escape 
the doom, which the canons dtoounce against thy 
offence ?^ 

^^ Ask one who is yet in the gall of worldly 
bitterness,^ sidd the hermit, ^' and he will speak of 
a life spared for personal respects, and from consi- 
deration to high birth. But, Richard, /tell thee, 
that Providence hath preserved me, to lift me on 

7 
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high as a light and beacon, whose ashes, when this 
earthly fuel is burnt out, must yet be flung into 
Tophet. Withered and shrunk as this poor form 
is, it is yet animated with two spirits— one active, 
shrewd, and piercing, to advocate the cause of the 
Church of Jerusalem-— one mean, algect, and de^ 
spairing, fluctuating between madness and misery, 
to mourn over my own wretchedness, and to guard 
holy relics, on which it would be mdst sinful for 
me even to cast my eye. Pity me not !— -it is but 
sin to pity the loss of such an abject — ^pity me 
not, but profit by my example. Thou standest 
on the highest, and, therefore, on the most danger* 
ous pinnacle, occupied by any Christian prince. 
Thou art proud of heart, loose of life, bloody of 
hand. Put from thee the sins which are to thee 
as daughters*— though they be dear to the sinful 
Adam, expel these adopted fiiries from thy breast 
—thy pride, thy luxury, thy blood-thirstiness.'*" 

^^ He raves,"** said Richard, turning from the so- 
litary to De Vaux, as one who felt some pain from a 
sarcasm which yet he could not resent— then turn- 
ed him calmly, and somewhat scomfriUy, to the an- 
choret, as he replied — " Thou hast found a fair 

12 
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bevy of daughters, reverend father, to one who 
b«th been bat few ftnondis maffied ; but since I 
must put them from my roof, it were but Uke • 
fbther to pnmde them with soitaUe matches. 
Wherefore, I will part with my pride to the no- 
]i)Ie Cjmons oS the Chureh-^my luxury, as thou 
calFst^it^ to the Monks of the rule — ^and my 
Uood-thirstiness to the Knights of the Temple.*" 

" O, heart of steel, and hand of iron,^ said the 
anchoret-*^^ upon whom example, as well as ad- 
vice, is alike thrown away !-— Yet shalt thou be spa- 
red for a season, in case it so be thou should^st turn 
. and do that which is acoeptable in the sight of Hea- 
* vcdS^^^ot ine, L&ust return to my place. — Kyrie 
Eleison ! — I am he through whom the rays of 
heavenly grace dart like those of the sun through 
a burning glass, concentrating them on other ob- 
jects, until they kindle and blaze, while the glass 
itself remains cold and uninfluenced. — Kyrie Elei- 
son !•— -the poor must be called, for the rich have 
refused the banquet — Kyrie Eleison !'^ 

So saying, he burst from the tent, uttering loud 
cries. 

VOL. IV. G 
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<* A mad priest !— *** said Biehard^ fiom whose 
aund ihe &iialic exclamations of the hermit had 
pardy ohliterated the impression produced hj the 
detail of his pearsonal history and misfortimes* 
^^ After him, De VauXt ^id see he comes to no 
harm ; for, crusaden as we are, a juggler hath 
more reverence amongst our varlets than a priest 
or a saint, and they may, perchance, put some 
scorn upon him.^ 

The knight obeyed, and Richard presently 
gave way to the thoughts which the wild pro- 
phecy of the monk had inspired*—^' To die early 
-—without linei^ge— without lamentation ?--^ hea- 
vy sentence, and well that it is not passed by a more 
competent judge. Yet the Saracens, who are ac- 
complished in mystical knowledge, will <rfien 
maintain, that He, in whose eyes the wisdom of 
the sage is but as folly, inspires wisdom and pro- 
phecy into the seeming folly of the. madman. 
Yonder hermit is said to read the stars too, an 
art generally practised in these lands, where the 
heavenly host was of yore the object of idolatry. 
I would I had asked him touching the loss of my 
banner ; for not the blessed Tishbite, the founder 
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of Us ofder, oovld s^m^ mofe wiUly n^t oat cf 
lumseli^ <Mr speak with a tongue mate vesemUa^ 
^t of a propbftt.*— How now, De VaiuE, what 
news of the mad priest ?^' 

** Mad prieety call you him; my loid ?^ aaswer- 
ed De Vaox. »' ^^ Methinks he resembles more the 
blessed Baptist himself, just issued from the wil- 
derness. He has placed himself on one of the 
military engines, and firom thence he preaches to 
the soldiers, as never man preached since the time 
of Peter the Hermit. The camp, alarmed by his 
cries, crowd around him in thousands ; and break- 
ing off every now and then from the main thread 
of his discourse, he addresses the several nations, 
each in their own language, and presses upon each 
the arguments best qualified to urge them to per- 
severance in the delivery of Palestine.^ 

*^ By this light, a noble hermit !"* said King 
Richard. ^' But what else could come from the 
blood of Godfrey ? He despair of safety, because 
he hath in former days lived par amours f I will 
have the Pope send him an ample remission, had' 
his beUe omke been an abbess.^ 

As he spoke, the Archbishop of Tyre craved 
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S for the purpose of requesting Richard^s 
attendance, should his health permit, on a secret 
conclave of the chiefe of the crusade, and to ex. 
plain to him the military and political incidents 
whicK had occurred during his il 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Must we then sheathe our still victorious swerd ; 
Turn back our forwaid itBjfy which ever trod 
O'er foemen's necks the onward path of glory ; 
Unclasp the mail, which wiA a solemn tow. 
In Code's own bouse, we hung upon our shoulders ; 
That yow, as unaccomplished as the promise 
Wbicb viUago nuisea make to stiU their oUMren, 
And after tliink no more of ? 

The Crusade, a Tragedy. 



Ths Archbishop of Tyre was an emisBary well 
chosen to coBununicate to Richard tidings, which 
fcom another voice the lion-hearted King would 
not have brooked to hear, without the most un- 
bounded explosions of resentment. Even this sa* 
gacious and reverend prelate found difficulty in 
inducing him to listen to news, which destroyed 
all his hopes of gaining back the Holy Sepulchre 
by force of arms, and acquiring the renown, which 
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the imiveTsal all hail of Chxistendcmi was ready 
to confer upon him, as the Champion of the 
Cross. 

But; by the Archbishop^s report, it appeared 
that Saladin was assembling all the force of his 
hundred tribes, and that the monarchs of Europe, 
already disgusted from yarious motives with the 
expedition, which had jHroved so hazardous, and 
was daily growing more so, had resolved to aban- 
don their purpose. In this they were countenanced 
by the example of Philip of France, who, with 
many protestations of regard, and assurances that 
he would first see his brother of England in siifety, 
declared his intention to return tcf Europe. His 
great vassal, the Earl of Champagne, had adopted 
the same resolution ; and it will not be wonder, 
ed, that Leopold of AustiiE, afiroiMsed m he had 
been by Richard, was glad to embrace an o^^ertu- 
nity of deserting a cause, in which his haughty 
opponent was to be coifiddered as chief Odiers 
announced the same purpose ; so that it was plain 
thttt the Hing of England was to be left, if he 
ehose to remain, supported only by soch voltm- 
teers as might, under such depressing circum- 
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jBitanoes, join themselTes to the EngUsh army ; 
and by the doubtful aid of Conrade of Montser- 
rat, and the military orders of the Temple, and of 
Saint John, who, thoii^h thqr were sworn to wage 
battle 4^;aiii8t the Saracens, were at least equally 
jealous of any Huropeaa monarch achieving the 
congest of Palestine, where, with short-sighted 
and selfish poKcy, they proposed to establish inde- 

.pendent donunions of their own* 

It needed not many arguments to show Rich- 
ard the truth of his situation; and, indeed, after 

;! his first burst of pasfebn, he sat him calmly down, 
aaid with gloomy looks, head depressed, and arms 
fidded im his besom, listened to the Ardbbidop's 
reasoning on the impossibility of his carrying on 
the crusade when deserted by has companions. 
Nay, he forbore interruption, even when the pre- 
late ventured, in measured teams, to hint that 
Ridiaid^s own knpetuosity had been one main 

. cause of difi^[ustmg the jMrinoes with the expedi- 
tion. 

' ^* ConfiieoT'^'^ answered Bichardy with a de- 
jected look, and something of a melancholy smile ; 
'^ I confess, reverend father, that I ought on 
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some aoeouBts to sing cid^a mea*^ But is it oot 
bsrd that my frailties of tempar should be visited 
with such a penance, diat, for a burst or two of 
natural passion, I should be doomed to see fade 
before me uogs^hered sudi a rich harvest of glory 
to God, and honour to chivalry P — But it shaU^nej^^ 
fade.-~-By the soul of the Conqueror, Iwillplaost 
the Cross on the towers of Jerusalem, jc^ they 
shall plant it over Richard'^s grave l^** 

** Thoif raayst do it/' said; the prelate, ^^ yet 
not another drop of Christian blood be shed in 
the quarrel*^ . . 

^^ Ah, you wp&k of com^toiiiiBe, Lord Prelate 
^«4mt the blood of the infidel hounds must ako^ 
cease to flow,'' said Richard. 

.'^ There will be gtory enough," replied thfe 
Archbishop, ^^ in having: extorted from 'Saladin, 
by force of ansis, and by the re^cc inspired 
by your* fame, such conditii^ns, as at once re- 
store the Holy Sepulchre, open the Holy Land 
to pilgrims, secure their safety by strong fortresses, 
and, stronger: than aU, assure die safety of the 
Hk>ly City, by conforing on Richard the title of 
King Guardian of Jerusalem.'" 
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^^ How !'^ said Richard, his eyes sparUing with 
unusual light— -'^ I — ^I"— I the King Guardian of 
the Holy City ! Victory itself^ but that it is vic- 
tory, could not gain more — scarce so nmch, when 
won with unwilling and disunited forces. — But 
Sabdin still proposes to retain his interest in the 
Haly Land ?"" 

^^ As. a joint sovereign, the sworn ally/' replied 
the Prelate, ** of the mighty Riebard--*hi8 rela- 
tive — ^if it may be permitted — by marriage.'^' 

*^ By maniage r said Richard, surprised, yet 
less so than the Prelate had expected. ^* Ha !-^ 
Ay — Edith Piantsegmet. Did I dream this ?— mr 
did some one tell me P My head is still weak fn>m 
this fever, and has been agitated-— Was it ibe 
SoDt, or the Hakim, <xr ycmder holy hermit, that 
hinted such a wild baigain P"" 

'^ The hermit of Engaddi, most likely,''' said 

the Archbishop ; ^' for he hath toiled much in this 

matter ; and since the discontent of the princes has 

become apparent, and a separation of their forces 

unavoidabie,.he hath had many consultations, both 
with Christian and Pagan, for arranging such a 
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pacWeadion, as may give to Christendom, at least 
m part, the olgects of this holy warfiure.^ 

*' My kinswoman to an infidel — Ha l^ esdaim* 
^ ed Richard, as his eyesb^^n to spacUe. 

The Prelate hastened to arert his wrath. 

^^ The Pope^s consent must doubtless be first 
attained, and the holy hermit, who is well known 
at Rome, will treat with the holy Father.^ 

" How? — ^without our consent first giren?^ 
said the King. 

^^ Surely no,^' said the Bishop, in a quieting 
and insinuating tone of voice ; ^^ only with and 
under your especial sanction.^' 

^^ My sanction to marry my kitiswomaa to an 
ii^del ?^^ said Ridiavd ; yet he. spoke rather in a 
tone of doubt than as distinctly reprobating the 
measure proposed. ^' Could I have dreamed of 
such a composition when I leaped upon the Sy- 
rian shore from the prow of my galley, even as a 
lion springs on his prey !^-And now— .But prooead 
-^I will hear with patience.^^ 

Equally delighted and surprised to find his 
task so much easier than he had apprehended, the 
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Afdibisbop hastened to pour forth before Rich* 
ard the instances of such alliances in Spain— >Bot 
without countenance firom the Holy See — the in* 
calculable advantages which all Christendom 
would derive from the union of Rich«rd and Sa- 
ladin, by a bond so sacred ; and, above all, he 
spoke with great vehemence and unction oa the 
probability that Saladin would, in case of the pro^ 
posed alliance^ ^change his ftlse Mtk for the 
true one. 

** Hath the Soldan shown any disposition to 
become C^iristian ?'^ said Richard ; *^ if so, the 
king lives not on earth to whom I would grant 
the hand of a kinswoman, sy, or mter, sooner than 
to my noble Biditdin-^ay, though the one came to 
Jay crown and sceptre at her feet, and the other 
had nothing to cSer but his good sword and bet- 
ter heart.*" 

*' Saladin hath heard our Christian teachers,^ 
smd the Bishop, scmewhat evasively,— -^< my un- 
worthy self-— and others — and as he listens with 
patience, and replies with cafanness, it can hardly 
be but that he be snatched as a brand firom the 
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buining. Magna tst Veritas^ dpreoaUbii. More- 
over, die bermit of <£ngaddi, few of whose words 
have &Uen fruidess to the ground* is possessed 
fully with the belief that thore is a cidliog of the 
Saracens and the other heathen approaching, to 
which this marriage shall be matter of induction. 
He readeth the course of the stars ; and dwelling, 
with maceration of the flesh, in those divine places 
which the saints have trodden of old, the sfHrit of 
Elijah the Tishbite, the founder of his blessed 
order, bath been with him as it was with the pro- 
phet Elisha, the son of Shaphat, when he spread 
his mantle over him."^ 

King Richard listened to the Prelate^s reason- 
ing with a downcast brow and a troubled look. 

^' I cannot tell,"" he said, ^^ how it is with me ; 
but methinks these cold counsels of the Friaeesof 
Christendom have infected me too with a lethaigy 
of spirit. The time hath been, that, had a lay- 
man proposed such alliance to me, I had struck 
him to earth — ^if a churchman, I had spit at 
him as a renegade and priest of Baal — yet 
now this counsel sounds not so strange in mine 
ear ; for why should I not seek fpr brotherhood 
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and alliance with a Saracen, brave, just, gene- 
i^u8, — ^who loves and honours a worAy Ibe, as 
if he were a friend,-^whilst the Princes of Chris* 
tendom shrink from the side of their allies, and 
forsake the cause of Heaven and good knighthood? 
— But I will possess my patience, and will not 
think of them. Only one attempt will I make to 
keep this gallant brotherhood together, if it be 
possible ; and if I fail, Lord Archbishop, we will 
speak together of thy counsel, which, as now, I 
neither accept nor altogether reject. Wend we to 
the Coundl, my lord — ^the hour calls us. Thou 
say'^st Richard is hasty and proud — thou shalt see 
him humble himself like the lowly bromn*plant, 
from which he derives his surname.'*^ 

With the assistance of those of his privy cham- 
ber, the King then ' hastily robed himself in a 
doublet and mantle of a dark and uniform colour ; 
and without any mark of rq^l dignity, excepting 
a ring of gold upon his head, he hastened with 
the Archbishop of Tyre, to attend the Council, 
which waited but his presence to commence its 



sittmg. 



The pavilion of the Council was a large tent, 
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it the hffge Bftimer of the Cross dis- 
played, and another, on which was pourtrayed 9 
female kneeling, with dishevelled hair and disor- 
dered dress, meant to represent the desolate and 
distressed Church of Jerusalem, and bearing the 
motto, JJUdcB spondee ne obliviscaris. Warders, 
carefully selected, kept all at a distance from the 
neighbourhood of this tent, lest the debates, which 
were sometimes of a loud and stormy character, 
should reach other ears than they were designed 
for. 

Here, therefore, the Princes of the Crusade 
were assembled, awaiting Richard's arrival ; and 
even the brief delay which was thus interposed, 
was turned to his disadvantage by his enemies ; 
various instances bdng circulated of his pride, and 
undue assumption of superiority, of which even the 
necessity of the present short pause was quoted as 
an instance. Men strove to fortify each other in 
their evil opinion, and vindicated the offence which 
each had' taken, by putting the most severe oon- 
struction upon circumstances the most triiUng ; 
and all this, perhaps, because they were conscious 
of an instinctive reverence for the Kingof England, 
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which it would sequiie more than oidinaty efforts 
to oTercome. 

They had settled accordingly, that thcQr should 
receive him on his entrance with slight notice, and 
no more respect than was exactly necessary to 
keep within the bounds of cold ceremonial But 
whai they beheld that noble form, that princely 
countenance, somewhat pale ftom his Ute illness—- 
the eye which had be^ called by minstrels the 
bright star of battle and Tictc^ry — ^when his feats, 
surpassing human strength and valour, rushed on 
their recollection, they arose*--evea the jealous 
* King of France, and the suUen and offended 
Duke of Austria, arose with one consent, and the 
assembled princes burst forth with one voice in 
the acclamation, ^' God save King Bichard of 
iEnglandl*-"Long life to the vidiant lion^s heasrt 1^^ 

With a countenance frank and open as the sum- 
mer sun when it rises, Bichard ^stributed his 
thanks around, and congratulAted himsdf on be- 
ing once more among his royal crusaders. 

^^ Some brief words he desired to say,'' such 
was his address to the assembly, ^^ though on a 
subject so unworthy as himself, even at the risk of 
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dal«ying for a few minutes tbeir ccmsultattims for 
the weal of Christendom, and' advaneemfflit of 
dieir holy enterprise.^ 

The assraabled princes resumed their sedts, and 
thefe was a profound nlence. 

*^ This day,'" eontinued the King of England, 
*^ is a high festival of the Church ; and well be- 
cones it Christian men, at such a tide, to reconcile 
themselves with their brethren, and confess theif 
fkilts to eiDch other. Noble princes, and fhthers 
of this holy expedition, Richard is a soldier^— hid 
hand is ever readi^ than his tongue — ^and hiit 
tongue is but too much used to the rough lan- 
goagcrof his trade But do not, for Plantage- 
net^s hasty speeches and unconsidered actions, for- 
sake the noble cause of the redemption of Pales- 

m m 

tine-— do not throw away earthly renown and eter- 
nal salvation, to be won here if ever they can 
be won by man, because the act of a soldier 
may have been hasty, and his speech as hard 
as the iron which he has worn from childhood. Is 
Richard in default to any of you, Richard will 
make compensation both by word and action.*-^ 
NoUe brother of France, have I been so unlucky 
as to offend you ?" 
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^< The Majetly of Fnnce hat no atommciit 
to seek Cam that of Engkad,'* aaswcied Philip^ 
-with kbgly dignity, acceptisg at die same time 
the o£^d hand of Riqhaid ; <* and whirtever 
qkinion I may adopt concerning the ptoaeeiilkNi 
of this enterpnse, will depend on reaaons arising 
out of the state of my own kingdom, certwnly on 
no jealousy or di^itu^ at my royal and roost Takxnr- 
oas bEOthor."^ 

'^ Austria,^ said Bichard, waking up to the 
AichrDuke with a mixture of fraidaiess and dig- 
nity, while Leopold arose from his seat, as if ia- 
yohsntarily, and with the action of mn atttcmiaton 
wlu»e motions depended uponjsome external im^^ 
pulse, — ^^ Austria thinks he hath reason to be 
offended with England ; England, that he hath 
cause to cqmpUdn of Austria. Let them exdiange 
forgiveness, that the peace of Europe, and the 
eoncoard of this host, may remain unhnAen. We 
are now joint 8upporters#«f a more gknious ban- 
ner than ever Uazed before an earthly prince, 
eren Ae Banner of Salvation-^let not, therefiue, 
strife. be betwixt us, for the symbol of our mere 
w:<^ldly dignities ; but let Leopold restore the 
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pennon of England, if he has it in hii power, 
and Richard will say, thou^ from no moHiw 
wve his lore for Holy Cfaurth, that he repoits 
him of the has^ mood in which hedidinsoltthe 
standard of Austria.^ 

The AidKlMce stood still, sullen and dis* 
contented, with his eyes fixed on the floor, end 
his eonntenance lowerii^i with smothered displei^ 
sure, which awe, mingled with awkwardness, pra^ 
T^ted his giving vent to in wosds. . 

The fatnardi of Jerusalem hastened to hseak . 
the embamMsmg aiknee,' and to bear witness fiMr 
the Ardi-DiriBa^ of Austria^ that he had exeut 
pated himself/ by^ solemn oath, from all knowr 
ledge, direet er indireot, of the i^ggxession dmie 
to the Banner of England. 

*^* Then we have done the noUe Aieh-Duks 
the greater wrong,^^' said Richard ; ^< and craving 
his pardon for impntbg to him an outrage so 
cowardly, we extend our hand to him in token of 
renewed peace and amity>-rBut how is thia? 
Austria refiises our uncovered hand, as he fee- 
merly vefiMed onr mailed glove. What i are we 
neither to be his mate in peace, nor his antago- 
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nii^ in ir«r ? WeD, let it be 80. Weirilltakethe 
slight e&teeoi in which he hdds U8,4mi » paumce 
for aught whidi we may have done agakitt him 
in heat of blood, and will, therefore, hold the ae- 
coimt between us cleared.^ 

So saying, he tamed from the Arcb^Duke with 
an air rather of digni^ than scorn, leaying the 
Austrian apparently as mncli rdieved by the re- 
moval of his eye/ as is a sullen and truant school^ 
boy when the glance of his serere pedagogue is 
withdrawn. 

^^ Noble Barl of Champagne^-^piineely Marquis 
of Montseirat— valiant Grand Maeter ef the 
Templars — I am here a penitept in the oonfes- 
sionid-^Does any of you bring a charge, or daim 

amends from me ?^ 

** I know not on what we could ground any,^ 
said the smooth-tongued Comrade, <^ unless it 
were lliat the King of England carries off from 
his poor brothers of the war all the fiune whidi 
they might have hoped to gain in the expedition.^^ 

*^ My charge, if I am called cm to make one,"" 
said the Master of the Templars, *^ is graver and 
Ae&per than that of the Marquis of Hontserrat* 
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It may be thought ill to beseem k military monk 
such as If to raise his voice where so many noble 
princes remain silent ; but it concerns our whole 
host, and not least this noble King of England, 
that he should hear from some one to his face- 
those chaiges, which there are eQow to press him 
with in his absence. We laud and honour the> 
courage uid high achieyements of the King of 
England, but we feel aggrieved that he should, on 
all occasions, seise and maintain a precedence and 
superiority over us, which.it becomes not inde- 
pendent princes to submit to. Mucii we might 
yield of oui^firee will to his bravery, bis. zeal, his 
wealth, and his j^wer ; but he who snatches all 
as matter of right, and leaves nothing to grant 
out of courtesy and favour, degrades us from al- 
lies into retauiers and vassak, and sullies, in die 
eyes of our soldiers and subjects, the lustre of our 
authority, which is no longer indep^dently exer^ 
cised* Since the royal Richard has asked the 
truth from us, he must neither be surprised nor 
angry when he hears one, to whom worldly pomp 
is prohibited, and secular authority is nothing, 
saving so far as it advances the prosperity of God^s 
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Temple, and the prostration of the lion wbich 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour— when 
he hears, I say, such«a one as I tell him the 
truth in reply to his question ; which truth, even 
while I speak it, is, I know, confirmed by the 
heart of every one who hears me, however respect 
may stifle their voices.^* 

Richard coloured very highly while the Grand 

Master was making this direct and unvarnished 

> 
attack upon his conduct, and the murmur of as- 
sent which followed it showed plainly, that al- 
most all who were present acquiesced in the jus- 
tice of the accusation. Incensed, and at the 
same time mortified, he yet fi)resaw that to give 
way to his headlong resentment, would be to 
give the cold and wary accuser the advantage over 
him which it was the Templar^s principal object to 
obtain. He, therefore, with a strong efibrt, remain- 
ed silent till he had repeated a pater noster, be- 
ing the course which his confessor had enjoined 
him to pursue, when anger was likely to obtain 
•dominion over him. The King then spoke with 
composure, though not without an embittered 
tone, especially at the outset. 
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H And is it eren so ? And are our brethren «t 
such pains to note the infirmities of our natural 
temper, and Ae rough precipitanee of our sseal, 
which may sometimes have urged us to issue 
commands when there was littie time to hold 
council ? I could not ha?e thought that offences, 
casual and unpremeditated like mine, could find 
such deep root in the hearts of my alHes in this 
most holy cause, that for my sake they should, 
withdraw their hand fi*om the plough when the 
fiirrow was near the end ; for my sake turn aside 
from the direct path to Jerusalem, which their 
swords have opened* I vainly thought that my 
small services might l^aye outweighed my rash' 
errors— ^at if it were remembered that I pressed 
to the van in an assault, it would not be foigot-* 
ten that I was ever the last in the retreat— that, 
if I elevated my banner upon conqi^ered fields of 
battle, it was all the advantage that I sought, 
while others were dividing the spoiL I may have 
called the conquered city by my name, but it was 
to others that I yidded the dominion. If I have 
been headstrong in urging bold counjsels, I have 
not, methinks, spared my own blood or my peo- 
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fikmiin aaajiag th«m into mm hM agemtfap jmr 
if 4 lurre, in the hwaj of naieh oc boMlie^ mhi- 
mod a conmumd over Ihe goidkis of otbersy jroob 
hMiT& hDeB ever treated aa lay ows, ; vhem my 
iveattfa pmefaased the froisnonB and nadkinas 
whieh thdjr own sorcragns ooidd net pvocme.-^ 
But k dunaes me to reound you rf lAat >all bat 
myself aeem to have fttgottflDd«-»Lel na nrtber 
look ftnraid to our liiture measuret ; and beliava 
me, htethien,^^ he oonthiuedy hk hct kindting 
wiA eagemem, *' you shall not find the pcide^ot 
the wrath, or the amUtion of Ridbued, a stum* 
bling-bleck of ofiimce in the path to whi^ loh 
ligion and gkty sommon jcsi^ mm with the tram* 
|iet of an^ ArdmngeK Oh, no» no I never would 
I aisrviye the ihooght, that my ftailtiefl and infir- 
mities had beeai the means to sever this good]y . 
ftUowship of assembled princels, , I w^ould cut off 
losy left hand with my right, could my doing' so 
attest my ttnceiity. I Will yield up» voluntafily, 
all right to coaBonand in the host, ev^ miij^e; own 
Jiege^ subjects* They shall be led by such so- 
vereigns as you may nominate, and th€^ir King* 
ever but too apt to exchange the leader's baton 
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fiir*dK adYcntaier^s lanee, will wrT« under tbe 
bamer of Beta«Seiiit ammi^ the Tonplan-*^, 
or v^dfir that of Austru, if Austria will name a 
hvave man to lead Us finroes. Or, if ye are jomr- 
wdves a-weaiy of this war» and iid your armour 
ehafe your tender bodies, leave but with Ridiatd 
some ten or fifteen thousand of your soldiers to 
woric out the aeoomplishm^t of your vow, and 
when Zion is won,^ he exdaimed, waving his head 
aloft, as if dispUying the standard of the Cross 
over Jerusalem-^^^ when . Zum is won, we will 
write upon her gates not the name of Biehard 
Plantsgenet, but of those g^eious princes who 
intrustdd^him with the means of conquest !^ 

The rough eloquence and determined cxp iei i * 
sion of the military monarch, «t once roused 
the droojnng vpnts of the crusaders, reanimited 
th^ devotion, and, fixing their attention on the 
prindpsl object of the expedition, made most of 
them who were present Mush for having been mo- 
ved by such petty subjects of complaint as had 
before engrossed them. Eye caught fire fiimr eye, 
voice lent courage to voice. They resumeo, as 
with one accord, the war-cry with which the ser* 
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inon of Peter the Hefnit was echoed baek, flnd 
dioated idoud, ^^ Lead ub <hi, gaUanl LionV 
faear^— none so worthy to lead where brave meft 
fidlow. Lead lis on^ — to JenMol oni to Jerosa- 
lem ! It is the will of God— it is th^will of God 1 
Blessed is he who shall lend an arm to its ftdtt- 
ment J'* 

. The shout, so suddenly and generally raised, 
was heard beyond the ring of sestinels who guard- 
ed the paTilbn of Oouneil^ and spread among the 
'addiers of the host, who, inaetire and diapixtled 
by disease and dimi^, had begun, }ik» deir 
leaders, to diDop in resdiution; but the re-appear- 
ance of Bidiard in renewed Y%oiir, and the welL 
known shout which echoed from the assembly of 
At princes, nt once rekindled their enthusiasm, 
and thousands and tens of thousands answered 
with the same shout of ^* Zion, 2ion !— WaT> war! 
"--instant battle with the infidels I It is the will 
of God--it is the will of God T 

The acdamations from without increased in 
their turn the enthusiasm which prevailed within 
the pavilion. Those who ^ not actually catck die 
flame, were afraid, at least for the time, to seem 
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06pt of a proodadrance towaidf Jenuikm upM 
ijbe ei^irjr of llio tnioe» and the memiiea to ho. 
ukm in the nieintiwe for m^ipfljmg aad recniil- 
ing4he anay. The oomdl fanAe up, ell an?^ 
rentlf iilM with the mme eathariettic potpoae, 
— xwhieh, howeyer, Eoaa fided in the boeoai of 
lieit, and never had an eiditenee in that of othera. 

Of the ktter daaa were the Maiqub Goarade 
and the Grand Maater of dw Temphuoi, who le- 
tired together to their qoartera ill'at eaae, and 
BaaiooBtest widi ihe erenta of the di^. 

<« I ever told it to thae,'' aaid the latter, wilh. 

Bidiaid would hunt thnrngh the flfanay wilea you. 
^toh for him, as would a limthiaugha apiderV 
web. Thou seest he haa but to apeak, and hia 
breath agitatea dieae ficUe fbola aa eaaily as the 
wlurlwind cat^heth aeattered atrawa, and aweepa 
them together, or ^jspecsea them at its plea^ 






^' When die Mast haa paaaed away,^ aaid Con- 
rade, *^ the straws, whidi it made dance to ita 
pipe, will settle to earth again/' 
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<< B«t know'tt^oo iiol bendef,'*itid tlw Teliui 
pbr, <*tbal it fleemi, if thit new poipoae of con* 
quert flhall be abandoned and pass away, and 
eaeh m^rtjr prince duill again be laft to sitdi 
giadimce^eahii own aeanly brain eanaqpfly, Bidi- 
flcd is still like to become Kbg of Jerasakm bj 
pompact,, and estahlisb those tenns of treaty with 
the Soldan, whidi thou thysdf thong^st him so 
J^ely to spnm at?^ 

' ^^ Now, by Mahound and Termagannt, for 
Chiisttsn oatbs axe out ef fisttluon,^ ssidConrads^ 
'* say^st thou the proud King of England wouU 
unite bis blood witb a beathen Sultan ?— My po- 
licy threw in that ii^predient to mako the whole 
treety an aborainaitton to hiBL-^As.bad for us 
that he become our master by an agreemeu^ns 
by vi^wry.'* 

'^ Thy policy hath 01 calcolated Illohard's di^ 
gestaon,"* answered the Temphnr ; ** I know his 
mind by a whisper from the Archbishopw-^And 
then thy mastdr-stroke respecting yonder banner 
— *it has passed off witb no more respect than two 
cubits of embnadered silk merited. Manpiis 
Comrade, thy wit bcguu to halt— I will trust thy 
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fiife-Bpun measures no longer, but will try my own. 
Know'*8t thou not the people whom the Saracens 
call Charogites r' 

• ** Surely,'' stnswered the Marquis ; ** they are 
desperate and besotted enthusiasts, who devote 
their lives to the advancement of religion — some- 
what Eke TeB^lars-*-only they are never known 
to pause in the race of their calling.^^ 

" Jest not,^ answered the scowling monk ; 
** know^ that one of these men has set down, in 
his bloody vow, the name bf the Island Emperor 
yonder, to be hewn down as the chief enemy of 
the Moslem faith/' 

^ A most judicious paynim,^' said Conradd. 
f* Mahomet said him his paradise for a reward T 

** He was taken in the camp by one of our 
squires, and, in private examination, frankly avow- 
ed his find and determined purpose to me.'*' 

** Now the heavens pardon them who prevent- 
ed the purpose of this most judicious Charegit&j" 
answered Ccmrade. 

He is my ^soner," added the l^mplar, 

and secluded from speech with others, as thou 
may'st suppose— but prisons have been broken — ^" 
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Ch^ons left unlocked, and caplives have es* 
caped-—^^ answered the Marquis. ^'Itiaananciffnt 
saying, no sure dungeon but the grave.'^ 
. " When loose he resumes his quest— for it is 
the nature of this sort of bloodhound never to 
quit the slot of the prey he has once scented.^ 

. ^' Say no more of it,^ said the Marquis ; ^* I 
see thy policy— it is dreadful, but the emergency 
is imminent.'^ 

*^ I only told thee of it that thou may^st keep 
thyself on thy guard, for the uproar will be dread- 
ful, and there is no knowing on whom the Eng- 
lish may Tent their rage — ^Ay, and there is an- 
other -ripk — ^my page knows the counsels of this 
Charegite,^ said the Templar ; ^^ and, moreover, 
he is a peevish, self-willed fool, whom I would I 
were rid of, as he thwarts me by presuming to see 
with his own eyes^ not mine. But our holy Order 
gives me power to put a remedy to such inconve- 
nience. Or stay — ^the Saracen may find a good 
dagger in his cell, and I warrant you he uses it as 
he breaks forth, which will be of a surety so soon 
as the page enters with his food."" 
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^^ It will give the affair a colour,^ said Con- 
fade; « and yet— " 

'' Yet and but;^ said the Templar, << are words 
Ibr foob — wise men neiAer hesitate nor retract — 
they resolre and they execate.^ 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Richard, the uiuniBpicious olgeet of the duk 
treachery detailed in the dodng part of the last 
chapter, havhig effected, for the present at least, 
the triumphant union €i the crusading princes, in 
a resolution to prosecute the war with v^ur, had 
it next at heart to establish tranquillity in his own 
family; and now that he cquld judge more tem- 
perately, to inquire distinctly into the ciroum- 
stanoes leading to the loss of hu banner, and the 
nature and extent ef the connexion betwixt his 
kinswoman Edith, and the banished adventurer 
from Scotland. 

Accordingly, the Queen and her household 
were startled with a visit from. Sir Thomas de 
Vaux, requesting the present attendance oi the 

IS 
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Lady Calista of Montgaillard, the Queen^s prin- 
cipal bower-woman, upon King Richard. 

*^ What am I to say, madam ?^ said the trem- 
bling attendant to the Queen. <^ He will slay us 
all.'' 

<^ Nay, fear not, madam,'' said De Vaux. ^^ His 
Majesty hath spared the life of the Scottish 
knight, who was the chief offender, and bestowed 
him upon the Moorish physician— he will not be 
severe upon a kdy, though faulty." 

<^ Devise some cunning tale, wench," said Be- 
rengaria. ^^ My husband hath too little time to 
make inquiry into the truth." ^ 

<^ Tell the tale as it really happened," said 
Edith, '^ lest I tell it for thee.'' 

<< With humble permission of her Majesty," 
said De Vaux, ^^ I would say Lady Edith adviseth 
well ; for although King Richard is pleased to 
believe what it pleases your Grace to tell him, yet 
I doubt his having the same deference fox the 
Lady Calista, and in this especial matter." 

<' The Lord of Gilsland is right," sttd the 
Lady Calista, much agitated at thoughts of the 
investigation which was to take place ; ^^ and, be- 
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sides, if I had presence of mind enough to forge 
a plausible story, beshrew me if I think I woUld 
'havd the courage to tell it.^ 

In this candid humour, the Lady Calista was 
conducted by De Vaux to the King, and made, 
as she had proposed, a full confession of the decoy 
by which the unfortunate Knight of the Leopard 
had been induced to desert his post ; exculpating 
the Lady Edith, who, she was aware, would not 
fail to exculpate herself, and laying the full bur- 
then on the Quieen her mistress, whose share of 
the frolic, she well knew, would appear the most 
venial in the eyes of Coeur de Lion. In truth, 
Richatd was a fond— almost an uxorious husband. 
The first burst of his wrath had long since passed 
away, and he was not disposed severely to censure 
what could not now be amended. The wily Lady 
Calista, accustomed from her earliest childhood to 
fUhom the intrigues of a Court, and watch the in- 
dicati»ems of a sovereign's will, hasted back to the 
Queen with the speed of a lapwing, charged with 
die King^s commands that she should expect a 
speedy visit from him ; to which the bower-lady 

VOL. IV. I j^ 
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added a commentary founded on her own obaer^ 
vatum, tending to show that Richard meant just 
to preserve so much severity as might bring his 
royal consort to repentance of her frolic, and then 
to extend to her^ and all concerned, his gracious 

pardon. 

** Sits the wind in that corner^ wench ?^' said 
the Queen, much relieved by this intelligence ; 
** believe me, that, great commander as he is, 
Richard will find it hard to circumvent us in this 
matter ; and that, as tihe Pyrenean shepherds are 
wont to say in my native Navarre, many a coie' 
comes for wool, and goes back shom.^^ 

Having possessed herself of all the informli1a6iei 
which Calista could communicate, the royal Be-^' 
rengaiia arrayed. herself in her most btpoming 
dress, and awaited with confidence the arrival of 
the heroic Richard. 

He arrived, and found himself in the situation 
of a prince entering an offending province, in the 
confidence that his budness will only be to inflict 
rebuke, and receive submission, when he unexpect- 
edly finds it in a state of complete defiance and in- 
surrection. Berengaria well knew the power of her 
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duvmsy and the eKtent of Bicluurd's affeeck^n^ and 
felt awufed that she ooiild make h» tenns good 
so soon as the first tremendous explosioB of bis 
ai^er bad expended itself without mkcbief. Far 
fiaim listening to the King^s int^mded rebuke, as 
what the levity of her conduct had justly deser- 
ved, rile <sxteni|afted, nay defended, as a baimless 
firoUc, ihtit vhicb she was accused o£ Sbe denied, 
indeed, with many a pret^ form of n^;ation, that 
she had directed Ned»bamis absolutely to entice 
th^ knigbi fiuctber than the brink of the Mount on 
which he k^t watcb-^-and indeed this was so far 
true, that she bad not des^paed Sir Kenneth to be 
iatroduoed into her tent,--*and then, eloquent in 
urgiifg her Dim defence, the Queen was far more 
so in pressing upon Richard the dbaige df unkind- 
nesSj^ in refusing her so poor a boon as the life of 
an unfortunate knight, who, by her thoughtless 
prank,, had been brought within the danger of 
martial law. She we|rt and sobbed while she en- 
larged on her husband's obduracy on this score, 
as a r^our which had threaten^ to make her un- 
happy for life, whenever she should reflect that 
she had given, tuaithinkingly, the remote caui^e for 
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i^idi • tragedy. The vision of the dau^tered 
tiedm wmiid hare haunted her dactBrnsH^^BAy, fiir 
aught she knew, dnoe meh things often faappaii- 
^ hii actual «peetre mig^t hsre stood bj? her 
wakbg oouch. To all this miaerir of the naiid, 
was she exposed by the seveiky of one, who, wluk 
he pretended to dote upon hex sUghtest glance, 
would not forego one act ef poor revenge, though 
the issue was to render heat nuserdUe. 

Ail this flow of female eloquaKie was aooompa- 
ided with the usual argumenls of teara and dghs, 
and i:rtteied with such toneandadiviiy as seined 
to sImiw that the Queen'^s resentment arose nmthfir 
fiom pride nbr sulleimess, but fiem feelii^ huKt 
at fiadifig her eonsequence with har husband Ises 
than die had expected to possess. 

The good King Biduad was qondderaUy em- 
bamssed. He tried in vain to nsaaoa with oae 
whoae Tery jeakusy of his a£fectien rendered her 
incapable of liatemng to argument, nor could he 
bring himself to use the restraint of awfiil autho- 
ri^ to a creature so beautifiil in the midst of bar 
unreasonable displeasure. He was, therefore^ re- 
duced to the defensive, endeavoured gently to 
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chide ber smpaom and iooihe htt diqfileararei 
and reoaSbd to her nuBd tbal A^ nMl not look 
bftck upon the past with recoDecdons rither of 
f&xuxne or ai^qpentattural temtf mMb 8k Kemieth 
vad i^e and w«Q, anid had been heatgwed by 
hiiB vk^fm, the gteM Arabiaa jdiyaieiatij whoj 
di>iditleas of all tom^ knew beat how to keep Um 
Uvittg. Bat this sMned ike luikiiideBt cut of aU^ 
and the Quel's sonroir was naiifwad at the idea 
of a Saraceii'*-a^mfediei nti r i oblaiping a boOBf ton 
whieh, wMi faaie head antd ob bended kiiee# the 
had petitioiieA her husband in tIob. At this new 
ciiarge Biehaxd^s patien<$6 began rather to give 
way^ and he said in a senons tone 6f voio^, *^ Be* 
rangaria, the phyi^ieian saved my life. If it is of 
vidtte in your eyes, you will not grudge Hm a 
higher recomptoee than the only one I eould pre* 
▼ail on him to aocept.^^ 

The Queen was satisfied she had urged her 
coqueUaA disfileasuTe to the Verge of safety. 
' ** My Bidhard,^ she said, ** why 'brought you 
not that sage tome, that En^uid^s Queen n^^t 
show how she eslieemed Um, who eould save firom 
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exfineCion the lamp of diWalry , tlie glory of Eng^ 
land, and the light of poor Berengaria^s life and 
hope ?" 

In a word, the matrimonial digpnte was ended ; 
but, that flome penal^ might be paid to jnetiee, 
both King and Queen acooided in laying the 
whole Mame on the agent Neetabanns, who, (the 
Queen being by this time wdl weary of hie fau* 
mour,) was^ with his royal consort G^evra, sen* 
tenced to be banished from the Court ; and the 
unlucky dwarf only escaped a 8up]^ementary whip- 
phag, from the Queen'^s assurances that he had al- 
ready sustained personal chastisement. It was de- 
creed farther, that as an e&Toy was shortly to 
be dispatched to Saladin, acquainting him with 
the resolution of the Council to resmne hostili'* 
ties so soon as the truce was ended, and as Ridi^ 
ard proposed to send a valuaUe present to the 
Soldan, in acknowledgment of the iMgh benefit he 
had derived from the services of El Hakim^ die 
two unhappy creatures* should be added to it as 
curiosities, which, from their extr^nely grotesque 
appearance, and the shattered state of thm in* 
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tellecty were gi^ that might well piss between 
sovereign and sovereign. 

Richard had that day yet another female en- 
counter to sustain ; * but he advanced to it with 
compfirative indilference^ for Edilih, though beau- 
tifbl, and highly esteemed by her royal relative-^ 
nay^ al Aoi^h she bad from his unjust suspicions 
atftaally f sustained the injury of which Berenga* 
ria only affiM^t^ to complain, still was neither 
Bichard's wife nor mistress, and he feared her re- 
prbaches^less, although founded in reason, than 
those of the Queen, though voqust and fimtasticaL 
Havmg requested to speak with her apart, he was 
ushered into her apartment, adjoining that of the 
Queen, whose two female Coptish slaves remained 
on their knees in the most remote comer during 
the interview. A thin black val extended its 
BSBfle folds over the tall and graceful person of 
the higkbom maiden, and she wdre not upon her 
person any female ornament of what kind soever. 
She arose and made a low reverence when Bich- 
ard entered, resumed her seat at his command, 
and, when he sat down bedde her, waited, witb^ 
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out uUeriiig a syllable, until he should coiniiiuni-» 
cate his pleasure. 

Kicbfird, whoipe (maloni it was to be fiiBdiUar 
yfii\k Edilli, aa tbevr relafMisliip audimsed, felt 
this xeeeptifiB dulUagi and ripened the convena- 
tion widi s^ime embarraisiBeuj^ 

'< Our fair couaip/ he at length said, ^^ is angiy 
iwith us ; ^md we own thlit siroug ciraimstaiieea 
have induced ua, wilbout cause, to suspect her of 
conduct alien to what we have ever known in her 
course q£ life. But whtle we walk iathiB misty 
valley of humanity, m0i willmistaJce shacbwa &t 
substances* Can my fm, cousin not for^ve her 
somewhat vehement kinsman, Bichird ?^ 

^^ Who can refuse forgiv^iess to Richard^ 
answered Edith, ^^ providing Richard can obl^ 
pardon of the King f^ 

^^ Come, my kinswoman,'^ replied Cceur de 
Lion, ^^ this is*all too solemn. By Our Lady, 
such a melancholy countenance !—And diia am« 
pie sable v&l might make men think thou wert a 
new-made widow, or had lost a betrothed lov^, al 
least* Cheer up— thou hast heard doubtless that 
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tbere is no real cause for woe— why then keep up 
the form of mourning ?^ 

*' For the departed honour of Plantagenet— 
{or the glory which hath left my father^s house.^ 
' Riehard frowned.— ^^ Departed honooET ! glory 
which hath left our home !^ — he repeated^ an- 
grily; ^^ but my cousin Edith is privili^ged. I 
hare ju^^ed her too hastily, die has therefore a 
right to deem of me too harshly. But tdU me at 
least in what I have faulted:'' 

<^ PUntagtenet,'' said Edith, " should have either 
pardoned an offiftiftre, or punished it: It misbe- 
comes Urn to asdgn free men; ChriieAia&fis, and 
farare knights^ to the fetters of the infidels. If 
becomes him not to cotnplrotnise and barter, or to 
grant life under th6 folrjB^ture of liberty. To have 
doomed the unfortunate to death might have bfeen 
severity, but had a i^w of justice ; to condemn 
lum to slavery and exile, was bai^aced tyranny."* 

*^ I see, my fiiir cousin,^ said Richard, *^ you 
are of those pretty ones who think an absent 
lover is equal to ncme, or to a dead one. Be pa- 
tient ; half a score of light horsemen may yet fol- 
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low and redeem the error, if thy lover have in keep^ 
ing any secret which might render his death more 
convenient than his banishment.^ 

** Peace with thy scurril jests i" answered Edith, 
colouring deeply-*'^ Think rather, that, for the 
indulgence of thy mood, thou hast lopped from 
this great enterpriie one goodly Kmb, deprived 
the Cross of one of its most brave supporters, imd 
placed a servant of the true Ood in the hands of 
the heathen ; hast given, too, to minds as suspi- 
cious as thou hast shown thine own in this mat- 
ter, some right to say that Richard Coeiar de 
Lion banished the bravest soldier in his camp, 
lest his name in battle mi^ht match his own.^* 
i «« f., — I »^ exclaimed Richard, now indeed gf«at>» 
ly moved — " am I one to be jealous of renown ? 
^^l would he were here to profess sudi an equa* 
lity ! I wotild wave my rank and my crown, and 
meet him, manlike, in the lists, that it might ap- 
pear whether Richard Plantagenet had room to 
fear or to envy the prowess of mortal man. Come, 
Edith, tholi think^st not as thou say^st. Let not 
anger or grief for the absence of thy lover, make 
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thee unja»t to thy kinsman, who, notirkbstanding 
all thy tetchiness, values thy good report as high 
as that of any one living.'" 

^* The absence of my lover ?^ said the Lady 
Edith. <^ But yes— he may be well tensed my 
lover, wbo hath paid so dear for the tide. Vj^ 
worthy as I might be of such homage, I was to 
him like a fight, leading him forward in the noble 
path of chivalry ; but that I forgot my rank, or 
that be presumed beyond his, is fidse, were a 
Ung to speak it.^ 

*^ My fair cousm,"" said Richard, ^^ do not put 
wwds in my mouth which I have not spoken. I 
said not you had graced this man beyond the fa» 
vour wUch a good knight may earn, even from a 
princess, whatever be his native condition. But, 
by Our Lady, I know something of this love-gear 
—it begins with mute respect, and distant reve* 
rence ; but, when opportunities occur, fiimiliarity 
increases, and so— But it skills not talking with 
one who thinks herself wiser than all the world.^ 

^^ My kinsman'*s counsels I willingly listen to, 
wben they are such,^ said Edith, ^^ as convey no 
insult to my rank and character."" 
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<' Ktsgs, ray tnit eouiiii, do not counsel, but 
rttdier eonunattd,"" said Bichaid. 

** Soldans do indeed command,^ mi Edith, 
** but it is because they have slaves to govern.^ 

** CoDS0» yOtt might leani to Iqr aside this scorn 
of Soldanxie, when yotf hold so high of a Seoi^ 
SMd the King. ^^ I hold Saladin to be truer to 
his word ihan.this William of Scotland» who must 
needs be called a Lion, fivsoodi— he hath fo^y 
{suited towards me, in fiulii^ to send the auxili- 
ary aid he promised. Let me tdi thee, Editib, 
tbou niay*st live to pief^ a true Turk to a fdse 
Scot;' 

<* No— never T answered Edith — *^ not diduld 
Bidiard himself embrace the false religioli, which 
he crossed the se^is to expel ftom Palestine*"' 

«' Thou wilt have the last word,'' said Bidiaid; 

« 

*^ and thou shalt have it. Even think, cf me 
what thou wilt, pretty Edith. I sludl ndt &rgot 
that thy father was my brother.^ 

So saying, he took his leave in fair fsfldiion, 
but very litfle satisfied with the result of his visit 

It was the fourth day after Sir Kennrtfa had been 
dismissed from the camp ; and King Richard sat 
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in his pSTilioii, enjoying an eyening breeie from 
the west, which, with unusual ooolneas on her 
wings, seemed hreatbed firom menry Ea^^d for 
the refreshment of her adventurous monarch, as he 
was gradually recovering the full strength which 
was necessary to carry 'on bis gigantic projects 
Tfaeve was no one with him, De Vaux having 
been sent to Ascalon to bring up xeinCbriDements 
and supplies of aailitary munition, and most of 
fab other attendants being occupied in WBeteot 
department, all preparing for the reoponng of 
hostiKtieB, and for a grand preparatory nmew of 
the army of the crusaders, whidi was to take plaoe 
the next day. The King sat, listening to the 
bui^ hum among the soldiery, the clatter from 
the forges, where horse-shoes were preparing, and 
fiom Ae tents of the armourers, who were repair- 
ing harness— 'the voice of the soldiers too, as they 
pMsed aod repassed, was loud and checrfiil, car* 
rying with its very t<me an assurance of lu(^ 
and exdted courage, and an omen of approaching 
victory. While Bichard^s ear drank in these 
sounds with delight, and while he yielded himsdf 
to the visions of conquest and of glory which they 
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■uggeiled, an mpeny UM him that a naflaaisger 
ftom Sakdm waited widiout. 

*^ Admit him inatandy,^ said the King^ ^^ and 
with due honoiir^ Joaeline. ^ 

Tha EiDglish knight acooidingly introdueed 
a pcinon, apparently of no higher rank than a 
Nubian sbTe, whose i^pearance was n6verAeles< 
highly interesting. He was ml superb stature and 
noUy fermed, and his commanding features^ aiU 
though ahnost jet-hbudc, showed nothiiig of negro 
desomt* He wore over his coal-blade locks « 
milk-white turban, and oret his shoulders a diort 
mantle of the same colour, open in front and at 
the sleeves, under which appeared a doublet of 
dressed leopard's skin reaching within a handV 
breadth of the knee. The rest of his muscidar 
limbs, both legs and arms, were bare, esoepting 
that he had sandals on his feet, and wore a collar 
and bracelets of silTer. A straight hroadswotd, 
with a handle of boxwood, and a sheath covered 
with snake-skin, was suspended from his waist 
In his right hand he held a short javelin, with a 
faroad, bright, steel head, of a span in length, and 
in his left he led, by a leash of twisted silk and 
gold, a large and noble staghound. 
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The mesaeiiger prostrated himsii^ ftt the same 
time partially uncovering his shoulders, in sign 
of humiliation, and having touched the earth, with 
his forehead, arose so far as to rest on one knee, 
while he delivered to the King a silkeii napkin, 
enclosing another of cloth of gold, within which 
was Ik letter from Saladin in the original Arabic, 
with a translation ii|o Norman-EngUsb, wludi 
may be modernized thus : — 

^* Saladin, King of kin^, to Melec Ric, the 
Jnion of England. Whereas, we are informed by 
thy last message, that thou hast chosen war ra» 
ther than peace, and our enmity rather than om 
friendship, we account thee as one blinded in this 
matt^, and trust shortly to convince Uiee of thy 
erroi:, by the help of our invincible forces of the 
thousand tribes, when Mohammed, the Prophet 
of God, and Allah, the God of the Prophet, shall 
judge the controversy betwixt us. In what re- 
mains, we make noble account of thee, and of the 
gifts which thou hast sent us, and of the two 
dwarfs, singular in their deformity as Ysop, and 
mirthful as the lute of Isaack. And in requital 

of these tokens &om the treasure-house of thy 

s 
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bounty, behoU we have sent thee a Nubian slave, 
namedtZohauk, of whom judge not by his com- 
plexion, according to the foolish ones of the earth, 
in respect the dar^-rinded fruit hath the most ex- 
quisite flavour. Know that he is stnmg to exe- 
cute the will of his master, as Rustan o£ ZaUes- 
tan ; also he is. wise to give counsel when thou 
shalt learn to hold oommoidcation with him, for 
the Lord of Speech hath been stricken with silence 
betwixt the ivory walls of his palace. We com^ 
mend him to thy care, hoping the hour may not 
be distant when he may render thee good service. 
And herewith we bid thee farewell ; trusting that 
bur most holy Prophet may yet call thee to a 
sight of the truth, failing which illumination, our 
desire is, for the speedy restoration of thy royal 
health, that Allah may judge betwe^ thee and 
us in a plain field of battle.^ 

And the missive was sancticmed by the sigmi* 
ture and seal of the Soldan. 

Richard surveyed the Nubian in silence as h« 
stood before him, his looks bent upon the ground, 
his arms folded on his bosom, with the appearance 
of a black marble statue of the most exquisite 

14 
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workiDfoiship^ waiting life from the touch of a^ 
Prometheus. The King of England^ wbe> as it 
was emphaticaUy said of his sueoetsor Henry the 
Eighth, loved to look upon a hav, was well plea- 
sad with the thewes, sinews^ and symmetry of 
him whom he now surveyed, and questioned him 
in die lingua Franca, *^ Art thotra pagan ?" 

The slave shpek his head, and raising his £n- 
gei to his broir, ooitfsed himself in token of his 
Ckrisliaiiilyy then resiwed bis postnre of motion- 
less humility. » 
. <^ A Nubian Christian, doubtless,^" said Richard, 
*< and mutilated of the organ of speech by these 
heathen dogs ?^^ 

The mute again slowly shook his head, in to- 
ken of negative, pointed with his fcre-fiogev to 
Heaven, and then laid it upon his own lips. 

'^ I understand tfaee,'*^ said Richard; ^^ thou 
cbat suffer under the infliction of God, not by the 
cruelty of man. Canst thou clean an armour and 
belt, and buckle it in time of need ?'" 

The mute nodded, and stepping towards the 
coat of mail, which hung with the shield and hel- 

VOL, IV. K 
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m^ of the dUvafaow Monsrch, upon die pillar 
of the UftLt^ he hendled it with such nioefy-of ad- 
AiNiiy U aufliciefitly to fihow that he fully under- 
fliood the btuiaito of the atmow^beafer. 

<' Thou art aft apt^ and wilt.doabtleMbe an 
useful knave~thou shidt widt in t^y c&iutiber, and 
on my person,^ said the IBng» *^ to Aoxf how 
mtfth I vidue the gifk of the toyti Soldan. If 
thou hast no tongue, it follows thott canst cmrf 
no tales, neither provoke one to be sudden by any 
unfit reply."" 

' The Nubian egab prodU^ated btmself till his 
bfoW touehed the e«rth, then stood eteot, at ame 
paces distant, ias waiting for his new aaaeter\( 
iknttikiands. 

^ Nay, thou shalt oommence thy oflioe pre- 
sently,*" slid Bidiai^, ^* for I see a spe^ of rust 
•darkening M that shteld ; and when I sbal^ it in 
Ae fkce of Saladin, it should be bright and un- 
sullied as the Soldan'^s own honour/' . 

A horn was winded without, and presently Sir 
Henry Neville entered with a packet of dispatches. 
— ii*^ Fr^ England, my lord,^' he said, as he de- | 

livered it. 



I 
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€d Bicbard^ in a Vixm «f mekneholy MthuwMi 
«--<< Alas! they little dmik bow bud lOi^triic^. 
vcfelgn hui been beoet by ddallea mid ^o nmrr" 
ftliii irieiidi and fixrward enenies.^ Then epM^. 
ing tfae diapalcbety be aaid, hastify, ^< Ha ! iliAi 
oomeBftom no peaceful land-^-tl^ey laa iMi¥e tbair 
'fendi.^^NeriUe, begone--* I mmai penne ikm^ 
tMiiigs alone^ and al leianve.^ 

Neville withdrew aoPoh M n gt yj an^Bicfaaid was 
floon absorbed in the mdanoholy details whkh 
had been conteyed to him from £nc^aiid» eon* 
ceming the factione whieh were teariag to piee^ 
his natiTodoniinian^-^the disunion of his brothers^ 
John and Geoflrey^ and the quanels of both with 
<he High Justiciaiy Lengchanp^ Bishop of Ely, 
«— -the oppiesskms practised by the noUes upon 
Ae peasant^, and rebellion of the latter agaiMt 
tbeit masters, which had piodoaed eve sy nh t t e 
soenes of disoetd, and in aome instaneea the ef^ 
fiision of Uood. Details of incidents mortifying 
to his pride> and derogatory from his authority, 
were intermingled with the earnest ad^oe ef his 
wisest and most attached counsellom* that he 
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dhould presently return to Enghnd, as Mb pre- 
senee <^bred the only hope of saving theKing^- 
don ftom all the horrors of civil discord, of which 
FiaDoe and Scofland were likely to avail them- 
sdves. Filled widi the most painfhl anxiety, 
Biehaxd read, and again read, the ill-omened let- 
ters, eompaved tlie intelligence which some of 
than contained with the same facts as differently 
stated in others, and soon became totally insensi*- 
Ue to whatever was passing around him^ although 
seated, for the sake of coolnessy close to the en- 
trance of his tent, and having the curtains with- 
drawn, so. that he could see and be seen by th? 
gufffds and odiers who were stationed without. 

De^»er in the ^ladow of the pavilion, and bu- 
sied with the task his new master had imposed, 
sat the Nulnan slave, with his back rather turned 
towaxds the King. He had finished a^nsting and 
dleaning the hauberk and brigandine, and was now 
hvunly employed on a broad pavess^ or buckle, 
of uBusual size, and covered with steel-plating, 
which Richard often used in reconnoitering, or 
actually storming fortified-places, as a more eflfec- 
tual protection against missile weapons, than the 
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Barrow triangular shield used on horadback. This 
pavesgj^ bore neither the royal lions of England; 
nor any other device, to attract the observation of 
the defenders of the walls against which it wns 
advanced ; the care, therefore, of the 
was addreteed to caurang its smfiiee to 
bright as crystal, in which he seemed to be pecu- 
liarly successful. Beyond the Nubian, and scarce 
viable from without, lay the huge dog, which 
might be termed his brother slave, and which, as if 
he fidt awed by being transfisrred to a royal owner, 
vras couched close to the side of the mute, with 
iiead and ears on the ground, and his limbs and 
tail drawn close around and under Uul 

While the Monarch and his new attendant 
irexe thus occupied, another actor crept upon the 
scene, and mingled among the group of English 
yeomto, about a score of whom, respecting the 
unusually pensive posture and close occupation 
of their Isoverdgn, were, contrary to their woay^ 
keeping a «lent guard in fioni of his tent. It was 
not, however, more vigilant than usual. Some 
were playing at games c^ hazard with small 
pebbles^ others spoke together in whispers of the 
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wfpMuAmg d$.y of laMfe^iiid stmanl Uf wimf, 
thair balky hmim fliMed m thoit gveoi wmrlm 

AmoA Iteae esrrittt ip^rden. g^dad the puny 
Smm of s Itttk oH Tudc^ poorly dioMed fike « 
ortaiitoiLof As deaeet, aaort bf entlii** 
who iwwwtiwei ^rartufed imtd tke ounp of 
tlK cnniadet% tlwugfa tietrted alimys vkli con- 
tOBMly^ wd often iritk Traktice. Indeed) tbe 
Itumiy and profligate infUdg^noa of tbe Chriaiuui 
leadeca liad ooaama^ a ttodey c^noomse in diek 
mtay of mmnatili^ twMamiB, Jowiali migcimiia» 
Copts» TttTk% fltod aU th^ i^ariad refiiae mi die 
fiflitats tiatiio^ ao ifaai tlm caftoK and tmbui^ 
though to di^va iNith ftotn the Hafy Land iral 
tii»|Hrafas8vd Direct of the axpedftion^ ww never- 
ihelMB neitlrer an uflconmon nor aa aUamiBg 
i^t in ^ eanp of the oraaadens. Whan, liov«. 
a?er, Ai^ litda iamguiGtsim fignie tre bave daaeri- 
bad iqppvuadied s4 nigh a6 to naoeive «onie iotati- 
m^ii ft<e>ni the waidenB^ he daafaed his ^sky 
gttea ttfiHbaa fi^wi Uft h^aid, «liowad tiba$ bk 
iMard aMd 0fdbi«N(rs were «hxved like those tf m 
]^esa^ bulbeii, and that ihe ^sLpressio^ of his 
Antastk and mtkh&i featiirGs, ^ well as of ki$ 



of a mmmsd iinagtnatMiu 

*^ Ihnde, mambouli"' oited lbs apMBri i, «e- 
qiisiiitad miA ^b» JBUttmen of Aew vmdcafing 
CBlii^Msta*-^ daiifiB, or we will ecoivge ^boe 
irifli oar bbwv«triBg$» titt lihottispiB «» vfeim ^ 
did under schoolboy^s lash.^— Thu9^ flb<mt0d ^ 
reddess ivurdorp, M mudi d^i^Hed ttt)i$viBg a 
fidbgeet to tease, M a^obUd wiiea lie catcboB a ^ 
Bff or aafiboolbpjr upon 4uKXHri»iiig a biidV mst 

The narabottt, as if hapn^ ^ d<» ^beii fitea* 
aisre, baunded fin»a die eartibs and spvm bii giddjr 
round before them with singdiar agility, whidb* 
when rojitxasted inA bis iiUgbtiand wasted %iiie, 
and duQinuiaire apfieamnee, mide bw resemUe a 

vitberad leaf traded cound and around at fba 

* 

pleasure of the winter'^s breeze. His single look <if 
bair tfMtoiisd upwards &pm bis baU and shaTen 
baad, as iftsome g^nie upbeld him by its mi in* 
deed it seemed as if supernsi^ral art were nocas- 
aary to the ejaeoutioiBof the wild whirUng dance, 
in iwbidi scaace die ti^loe' of the performer was 
seen to tovcb the ground. Amid the vi^arifls 
of his perfittsoance^ he Aew here and there, fi»m 
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one spot to another^ still approacliiiig, however^ 
tbough almost imperceptibfy, to the enlMiioe 
of the royal tent ; so that, when at length he 
sunk exhausted on the eaith, after two or three 
bounds still higher than those which he had yet 
executed, he was not above thirty yards firom the 
King*8 person. 

** Give him water,** said one yeomm ; " they 
always crave a drink after their merry-go>roundk** 

"Aha, water, say'st thou, Long Allen P-^*? ex-^ 
claimed another archer, in reply ; ^* how would^t 
like such beverage thyself, aftar sueh a morrke 
dancing ?"^ 

" The devil a water-drop he gets here,** siud a 
third. <« We will teach Ae light-footed old infi- 
del to be a good Christian, and drink wine ot 
Cyprus.** 

" Ay, ay,** said a fourth ; " and in case he be 
restive, fetch thou Dick Hunter*s ho^i) diat he 
drenches his mare withal.** 

A circle was instantly formed around the pros- 
trate and exhausted dervise, and while one tall 
yeoman raised his feeble form from the ground, 
another presented to him a huge flagon of wine. 
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Ificapablc of speech, the old man shook hk head, 
and wav«d away firom hiati wtdi hk hand the li- 
quor fi)rbiddesi fay the Prophet ; b«t his torment*, 
on weie not thos to be appeased. . 

^* The horn, the horn reacdaimed one* '^Liltl* 
deference between a Turk and a Turkidi horse, 
and we will use him conforming.^ 

^* By Saint Greoi^, y<»i wiU choke him !^^ spdr 
Long Allen ; ** and, besides, it is a nn to throw, 
away uposk a heathen dog as much wine as. would 
serve a good Chmtian for a txMe night^sap."^ 

^^ Thou know^st not- the nature of these Turki^ 
and pagans, Long Allen,^' re^^ed Henry Wood* 
stall ; ^^ I tell thee, man, that this flagon of 
Cyprus will set his brams a-spinning, just in, the 
opposite direction that they went whirling in the 
dancing, and so bring him, as it were, to himsdf 
again. ^-Choke ? he will no more chdce on it than 
BenV black bitch on the pound of butter/' 

'^ And for grudging it,^ said Tomalin Blacks 
lees, ^' why shouldst thou grudge the poor pay- 
nim-devil a drop of drink on earth, since thou 
know^st he is not to have a drop to cool the tip of 
his tongne through a long eternit}^/' 
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Tkttt irere luuod hm^, ioA ^^ mA Lp^ 
ASm, ^^ ody fiir bang A Tfiik, iif hift fii&ar ir#^ 
befine Ina^ Had })e been Chriftiw lamed befh 
thai, I gnmt ye ilMliottesleanier llndbee^ go^ 

^ Hold iSaj pmee^ Long AHeo^ «fud Hetoy 
Woodstall; '' I tdl thee tiiAt (toiigiie rf tbine b 
BOl the (Aorteirt linb ab«at tibeei mid I ftgn^ist&y 
dMt k will iiriBg ihee into dkgrace Trldi Fftdiet 
Franeit, as ence afaout die blao]&«eyad Syntea 
wendi."— Bixt hene «emeB ike bom.^'-^Be laeti^ne n 
M;, maa, irilt thou, and jui* fonce op^ii ios teeUi 
i^Hh the haft of >diy dad^Bon iiaggei:.'' 

<< Hold, h«dd~iie is confennflble;' said' Tkani^ 
Ua; ^^aoe, ace, he ngos for the gobiet-*^igiye 
hkn w)eaB, boys. Oopsey ea^ quoth tke DuielM 
nan-o-daim it goes like lapbarwoell Ntf , tiiajr 
are true topers when oiiee they b^pai«**oy tar Tv^ 
never coughs in his eup, or atiBts iniik litj^iot-^ 

lag- 
lo fact, the darrise, or ndiateianr he ms, ^(0^^, 

or at least seemed to driaic, the hrgt flagl^n to 

the irery bottom at a single poll ; and irhen h» 

took it firom his lips, aft^r tlie whole conlmlo wei9 
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cadiaufiUd, «idy mtered, wtth « dtep tigli, the 
words Allah kerim^ or God is XMrci&L Thare 
ims a laugh among tlie yeomen who witnotaed this 
potde-deep potatkp, so obstxeperons, aa to roust 
and disturb the King, who, raising his fingas, 
said^ angrily, *^ How, knaros, no respect, no ob* 
aeryanoe ?''-— 

An were at <moe Imshed into sUenqe, wdl ac- 
quainted with the temper of Richard^ which, at 
some times^ admitted of much military fiuniliarity, 
and at others exacted the most precise respect, 
although the latter humour was of much more 
rare occurrence. Hastening to a more reverent 
distance from the royal person^ they attempted to 
drag along with them the marabout, who, exhaust- 
ed apparently by previous fatigue, or overpower- 
ed by the potent draught he had just swallowed, 
resisted being moved from the spot, both with 
struggles and groans. 

^^ Leave him still, ye fpols,^ whispered Long 
Allen to his mates ; " by Saint Christopher, you 
will make our Dickon go beside himself, and wc 
shall have his dagger presently fly at our costards. 
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Leave him alone* in Jess than a nunute he will 
sleep like a dormouse.'^ 

At the same moment, the Monarch darted an* 
<»ther impatient glance to the spot, and aU retreat* 
ed in haste, leaving the dervise on the ground, 
unable, as it seemed, to stir a single limb or joint 
of his body. In a moment afterward, all was as 
still and quiet as it had been before the intru- 
sion. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



and wither*d Marder, 



Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf, 

Whose howl'g his watch, thus, with his stealthy pace» 

With Tarquin*8 ravishing strides, towards his design 

More» like a ghost 

Macbeth. 

Fob. Ae space of a quartet of an hour, or long^- 
er, after the incident related^ all remained per- 
jRectly (piiet in the fiont of die royal halttUtifc. 
Thm King read, and mused in the entrance of his 
pavilion— behmdy and with his back turned to the 
same entrance, the Nubian slave still burnished 
the ample payease-^^n front of all, at an hundi^ 
paces distant, the yeomen of the guard stood^ sat, 
«r lay extended on the grass, attentive to their 
own sports, but pursuing them in silenoe, while 
on the esplanade betwixt them and the front of 
the tent, lay, scarcely distinguished from jr bundle 
of rags, the senseless form of the marabout* 

But the Nubian had the advantage of a mirror,. 

15 
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from the brilliant reflection which the surface of 
the highly polished shield now afforded, by means 
of which he beheld, to his alarm and surprise, that 
the marabout raised his head gently from the 
ground, so as to svrvey all around him, moving 
with a well-adjusted precaution, which seemed 
entirely incondstent with the state of ebriety. He 
couched his head instantly, as if satisfied he was 
unobserved, began, with the slightest possible ap- 
pearance of voluntary effort, to drag himself, as if 
by chance^ ever near said nearer to the King, but* 
steipphsg) andremaiiiiiig fixed at intervals, like the 
s^der j irhidi, movnig tovrards her object, eollapioft 
into appAfent lifelessnets, when she thinks uht is 
the subject of observation. This sp^eies of mow^ 
m^nt appeared suspicbus to the Ethiopian, -wiiov 
on bis part, prepared himself, as quiedy as pos^* 
cflM«, to iirterfiir^ the instant that iaterferenee 
should seem to be neeessary. ■> 

The marabout meanwhile glided on gradually 
and imperceptibly, serpent-like, or rather snail- 
like, till he wa; about ten yards' distance from 
Richatd'^s person, when, starting on his feet, be 
sprung forward with the bound of a tiger, stood at 

G 
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llie Kifig^A kick fat leM tkniaii iiMlinl^udbnin* 
^&AeA abft ib«<Ui9gt«r, or ponsaidyiiiikii be htd 
Mdddft te Hfl 8le0f«. N<rt the preMoee itf hk 
wlMJe^ icriiiy could hftte «aved their hemic Mo* 
iiiireb^biit the motioiiM of tfte Ntdiian had bees 
ee Weil ettciiteied ee diote of A»eothmmt^ mi. 
ere the ktter ooisM gtrike^ the former eeaghthii 
til^Aed am. Tttnnng hk fhtiatidul ^muk n^ii 
'i^hat tbu«^ ttiie!t})eceedl]r k^imtpo^ betirat tntu 
"iitid K^ ^k^tety the Ohere^^ for ftueh tree the 

ee^iliiiig ttittteboutk 4ettl« Ae Nubian a blow irtih 
the dagg^i #Mdi^ however^ ^nfy w$mA \^ ai«^ 
il4iae the far tdperiOlr «ire»g0i of the Bthio][»iati 
eAt% daibhed him ta ehe gtosftcL Aware of vbaN; 
%ed)^ad6ed^ RidheiMl had now mmk^ and with Xtde 
aeoire of sinpriise, attg^^ e« kiceteBt of any hfaid hi 
Kb couiiteiiaiioe^ than an otd&iaty ttan would show 
in bft^hing off and crothhig an iattttifire we^, 
oai]^ght up the stool on whidbf Ke had been sitllitg, 
and esEdaiiHiiig only ^* Ha^ dog l"^ daehed almoit to 
pieces the skull oi die aMMSG^^ who uttered twice, 
ofiee b a loud, laid otiee iu a brphen lone, the 
worde '* Allah ackbaaf''-^6od is. viotoHoUd^^-^airf 
ekpbed at the King's ^t 
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<< Ye «e carafiil warders,'' Mid Bachard to his 
Mtthen, in a tone of sconiftil reproach, as, aroused 
by the busde of what had passed, in terror and ttt- 
mnlt they now rushed into his tent ; — ^^ watcUU 
seatineb ye are, to leave me to do such hangnaaTs 
w«rk with »y own hand.-f-Be ulsBt all of yon^ 
and eease your senseless chunouri sa^ ye no* 
▼er a dead Tutk before ?-rH^re— cast that cwr 
rion out ot the cantfK strike the bead from the 
tmnk, and stick it on a lance, taking 4»re te turn 
the face to Mecca, that he may t3m easier tell, the 
fiwd. impofftei, <m whose ins^ration he came fai- 
dier, how he has qped <m Ins emmd«-*For thee, 
my swart and sflent friend/ he added, tucfting 
to die Ethiopian— ^^ But how's this ?— ihou ant 
wounded — ^and with a poisimed weapon, I wari^aa^ 
me^ fixr hj foice ef stab so weak an animid as tbit 
isdjid scaice hope to do more than raae the lion's 
hide.--<^uck the poison from his wound one ef you 
-«-the venom is harmless on the lips, thou^ fatal 
when it mingles with the bkM>d." 

The yeomen looked on each other conliised^ 
and with hesitatiim, the apprehension of so strange 
a danger prevailing with those who feared no 
other. 
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Hoir luMK^, rirrftlM,'* oDiitmueil the King^ ^< tre 
you dsiiikir-lipped, c»r do you fear desA, that yoo 
^diyfiifis F"" 

' *< Not the death of a mair,^ and Loiig AHaH^ 
to whom the Sing lodced as he spoke ; *^ but mol 
Amis I wbuUf not <fo like i poisoned rat ibr the 
sske of a black chattel there, that is bought Mi 
sidd in a matket Vk^ a Martlemas ox."^ 
'■ >^ His Grace speaks'to men of suddng poisony** 
muttered another yeoman, " as if he said, €b to^ 
iwalkw a gooadbeny r 

^ "* Nay,"" said Riehttrd, «< I neyer bade man da 
tlwt whidi I would not do myself.^ 

And, without farther oerem<my, and in spite of 
the generd eacpostulations of those around, and the 
respectful^ oppofiotion of the Nubian himself, the 
King of England applied his lips to the woand of 
the Uack skre, treating with ridicule all rembn- 
airanees, and oreipowering all resistance. He had 
no sooner intermitted his singular occupation, 
«han Ae Nubian started fhmi him, and casting a 
aoarf over his arm, intimated by gestures, aa firm 
in purpose as they were respectful in manner, ins 

VOL. IV. -L • 



Wit T ALBS OF TH« CJrOSA0BB». 

clelMiiiiuitioii Bdl topBHitft tbe MoBSfchlo icne.w 
9» degrMog tn cmpfejineiil. Lrag All«ri aho 
interpoMd, si^iiigt tbat weie it a e ceoBft fy to pf6- 
f«nt die King engaging ftgain in a tveitriieBttff Ail 
kind, his own Iipt^ tongue, and teeth, weie at the 
service of the neghi, (aa heesDidthe Ethiopiatt,) 
and daithe woold eat him up bddiljr, TiMfcer Aaa 
King Richaid'a mondi should again ^pfoach him* 

NcnriBe, who enfeeied wiA dther ofioers, added 
hii vendnstnuices* 

** Nay, nay, make not a needess halloo idtoul 
ahart^t the hounds hare lost, or adanger when 
it is over,^ said the King—** the wound wili be a 
trifle, for the blood is scarce drawn«— an angty cat 
had dealt a deeper scratdh— -and, ioft me, I have 
but to take a drachm of orvietan by way of pre- 
caution, thdi^ it is needlesB.^^ « 

Thus fipdte Riehaicd, a lilde ashamed, periiaps, 
of his own condescension, tbonglf sakictioned bodi 
hy humamty and gratiUide. But when Nevills 
continued to make remonstrances on the pestl to 
his royal person, the King imposed siknce en 
him. 

** Peace, I prithee— -make no mere of it--4 did 
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k hut to tliow ftbege igoeftmt pc^ucUeed' kiMivet 
how they nugbt help each other when thoie eov* 
mHiy oekifi oome aguntt us with Mibacaiief and 
peiMMd shafti^^But,'' he added, '' tak^thee thia 
Mufaian to thy quarters, NeriUe— -I have chaaged 
my mind touduag him— ^t him he well oaaed fisr 
«-^ut, bark in thine ear-^^tee that he eacape^ tbae 
not-*^tbexa ia mora in )iim than, seema. X^ him 
haire.a}! liberty » ao that he leave not the camfk-*- 
And you, ye beef*devouring, wina^wiUingEB^ieh 
mafltifi, get ye to your guard again, and be sure 
yea ke^ it nuNre warily. Think not you are now 
in your own land of fidr [day, where men speak 
before they stoke, and shake hands ere they cut 
throats. Daii^[;er in our land walka openly, and 
with his blade drawn, and defies the foe whom he 
means to assault. But hare he challenges you with 
a s^gfove instoad of a steel-gauntlet, cuts your 
ifai^at with the ftather of a turtlo^ove, stabs you 
with the tongue of a pxiest's brooch, or throtdea 
you with the lace of my lady^s boddice. Go.to-^ 
,keep your eyes open and your mouths sbutr*- 
drink less and look sharper about you; or I will 
place your biige i^midM on such aUowance, as 
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wvoid . pinch the stonmA of a pMifbt SooMhu 



Tlie ytotMa, abashed and mortified^ withAen 
ta thck post, atid N^filk was h^fUMim^ to i«inaB« 
toi|la ivilh hbf master upon the risk of passiiig 
arei thus sh^itly th«r ne^igenoe upon their 
iadfi apkl the ftapnuty of an etami^e ih a ioase 
so peculiarly aggrarated as the pemitliDg a psf^ 
son so suflpieious as the marabout to approadi 
iHtUn da^^r^s length of his person, when Hieh- 
ard intetnqpted him irith, ^^ Speak not of h, Ne* 
liHO'^vodUrst thott have me avenge ipett^ risk 
lie my own pscson more severely than Ae loss of 
ItngUmd^s Banner ? Ithasbeenstolen^-^stoknfay 
II tMef, or delitered iqp by a traitor, and no Uood 
has be^ shed for it-^My sable friend, thou art 
in expoimder of myiteries, siith the iUnatiaotts 
Soldan^^now would I give thee thine owii wdight 
in gokiy if, by nmnng one attU Uadcer than thy*- 
ad^ or dhat odwr means diou wilt, thou dpiddst 
show nie the thief who did mine himdiur that 
wrongs What say'st thou ? ha r 

The mute seenud desiroiis to s|>^, but littef* 
«d oidy ths^ impetfeet sound proper to his mdati* 
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fib^ly.conditioiif then fdUed his arm^, loQ^^ed^qjO 
tW King wUb an ey^ of intelligeDoe, md nodded 
iU' answer to Im <|iiesf|iQii. ^ 

*^ How !^ said Richard, with joytvi^ mpeAience^ 
^ Wilt tho^ iv^dfiprtake to mal;;e disooTjery ijet (fats 
BWttl»Tr, 

Th^ Hififfim filaire xepo$t(sd t^ 0|uiif w>tion« , 

** Pllt Jiow uht^ we ^mideiaitiiid ^Wb jirfhijr ?** 

8i|id.tbe>]^iog.«^^ Caoat thou write, goiid ffl. 

Tfa|B akye^ain no^L^ed hi awient* 

^f (jipre hini wrilpg-tpols/' $aid t|ie ^[mg* 
*^ "^Df^y wfiire xeadier in loy father^s tent thapi 
inim-^rhat ibey he somewjb^e abool; if thif 
scorqhi^xg qlipate haye not dried up the iol^ 
WJbfyt]|u« fellow i$ ^ jew^l — a black dwtmoiidi 
Rtexille"/ 

'5 So p^e^ise ycMi, my liege^ »aid NeviUe, *' if 
I ipighjt^peak my poor jnind, it were ill dealing 
in tti^a irace. The man must be it wiaard, and 
wixarda deal wit^ the Enemy, who hath most inr 
tei^st tfif sow tares among the wheat, and Mng 
dis|Be9*ion pto our caMncil% undh-*— >^ 

'' ¥me, NeiNUIe,'' aeid lUchard- '' Hello ^ 
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ywat northern hound when he it close on the 
haunch of the deer, and hope to call him, bat 
seek not to stop Plantagenet when he hath hope 
to retrieve his honour.^ 

The slave, who, during this discussion had 
been writing, in which art he seemed skiliul, now 
arose, and pressing what he had written to hii 
brow, prostrated himself as usual, bre he deliver- 
ed it into the King*8 hands. The scroH was in 
French, although their intercourse had hitherto 
been, conducted by Richard in tihe lingua Franca. 

*^ To Richard, the conquering and invincible 
King of England, this from the humblest of his 
jslaves. Mysteries are the sealed caskets of Heift- 
ven, but wisdom may devise means to open tihe 
lock. Were your slave stationed where the Iead« 
ers of the host were made to pass before him in 
order, doubt nothing, that if he who did the injury 
whereof my King complains shall be among the 
iiumber, he may be made manifest in his iniqitity, 
though it be hidden under seven veils.'* 

** Now, by Saint George V* said King Kidhard, 
'Vthou hast spoken most opportunely.-— NeviDe, 
thou know^st, that when we muster our trck>ps to- 
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monow, the juiiioes liaTe i^greed, that to ei|riate 
the aftont ofl^ed to Eogland in the theft of her 
Banner, the leaders should pass our new standard 
as It floats on Saint George's Mount, and salute 
it with formal regard. Beliere me, the secret trai- 
tor will not dare to absent himself from an expur- 
jgation so solemn, lest his very absence should be 
matter of suspicicai— tTbere will ye place our saUe 
manof counsd, and, if his art can detect the vil** 
Iain, leare me to deal with him.^' 
^ ** My Uq^,^ ssid Neville, with the frankness 
of an English baron, *^ beware what work you be- 
pn. . Here is the oonccnrd of our hdy league un- 
expectedly renewed— wSl you, upon such suspi- 
dons as a negro slave can insdl, tear open wounds 
so lately dosed-— or will you. use the solemn pro- 
cession, adopted for the reparation of your honour, 
and establishment of unanimity amongst the dis- 
cording princes, as the means of again finding out 
new eau8€ of ofl^ice, or reviving andent quarrels ? 
It were scarce too strong to say, this were a breach 
of the declarfition your Grace made to the assem- 
Ued Coundl of the Crusade.'** 

** Neville,^ said the. King, sternly interrupting 
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hklkt 'Vtby leal jli«bts tbM pggw nnf jtn 0i i 8 .nBd ua- 
itimieiljr. N^«r did I p9>niae to abptoiaL .^3(M9 
'UjOAg whatever neam were meet promUdiig to 
4i|CN>ve9r the infiimoiis auther of Ae.atte^ oh mj 
Jmhgkmit. fire I had done 90,. I would have reoQUBr 
qed fay kiagdom-^my life. AU my dedicttiQiui 
jfnene under thie neoiwi^ary and abeolute ^jpudifiea- 
tiea ;*^nly » if Austsiii had stepped forth and ow% 
^ tbeiajury li]cie a, npan, { pro&red, for the.seke 
of Christendom, to Jiave loxgiTen MmJ" . 

^< QiQUti'' continued the baron, anxioudy, ^^ vhat 
hap^ that this jaggling siave of Saladinirill not 
pi^ter with your Grace ?'' 

u Pea^, NeviUe^"" said the. King; '^ tliou 
ihink'st thyself* nighty wise> and art but a f^ol. 
Min4 4bott my charge tonchiiig this fisllpw— -there 
is moie im him than thy Westmoreland wit cap 
falhoa^.*— And thons 6wart andailenty.pisepare to 
perform 4he feat ftbou hast promisedi and, fay the 
wprd of a King» thou shak choose dnne.own le^ 
coi^peno^— Xai, he writes again.'' /* 

The .lautc accordingly wrote and delivered to 
the King, with the same form as before^ another 
slip.^ paper, containiqgihese words.-— ^' The will 
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^ the King U the Igir ftp hfs dsv e ■ tt o r 4oth i^ 
l^ecwie him lo talk guerdon for discb«|(e ef bb 
devoir," 

^^ (^u^<i9f» and ifewojrr s«fd the King* ister- 
•rapliog' himself 4$ he read, wd eipeakiiig to Ne- 
ville •in tbfe EngUsh tongae with wm^ empbew 
ctt the iroid8»-^'^ Tbese Eestern peopie wifl jMofit 
bj the oroMd^^^th^ are ac^puring the laii^ 
guage of chjivabry.— And see, Nevflle, htfr dif- 
oonyiosed that &Uow loofcs^^^wese it »)t fcnr ius 
colottt h0 would Uuah^ I ahoidd not think it 
Strang^ if he imdenstood what 1 «i9-***they mp 
perilous linguiata."' ' 

^* The poar slave cwnot eaduve your Graoals 
03^6,'" aaid Neville ; " it is Aothiog B)oiie«'' 

^ Well, bttt,''eontimed iho JQi^ atrikkig tib 
pfq[ier withe hia ifl^^, aa he 'proceeded, << lUs 
hold aeroU ^ooeeda to sajr^ that our toianty miae 
aa ohaij^ with a mesaage ftom Sahidin to the 
l«dy Ediih Plantagenet, and craves means- and 
0{^rtunity <to deliver it; What think^at thou of 
a request ao m^est — ^ha, Neville?'' 

. *^ I .eannot aay,'^ said NeviUe, ^' how auch frae^ 
dom may relish with your Graoe, but die lei^e of 
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Aft ■iiiMiigffr» nec^ would be a short out, w^ 
siMnild canry sueh a vsquest to the BMmi on the 
pvt of your Giace.^ 

** Nay, I thank Hearen Aat I covet none <tf 
hb stm-bumt beauties,'' said Richard ; *^ andftv 
puniduDg tUs Mlow for disdiarging his master's 
erraad, and that when he has just sared my life 
•--methinks it were 8omethin|^ too-summary. Ill 
tdl thee, Neville, a secret— ^nr, akhoi^ our 
sdMe and mute minister be present, he cannot^ 
thoQ knowlst, tell it oyer agun, even if he shouM 
ehance to understand us— I- tell thee, t^t, finr 
this fortnight past, I have been imder a ntwingt 
msll, and I would I were diasnehanted. Th^ne 
Ims no sooner any one done me good service, bat 
loyuu, he osoods his interest in me by some deep 
injury ; aind, on the odmr hand, he who hadi de> 
ast^ed death at my hands tat some tieadiery or 
some insult, is aure to be the very person, of aH 
flithera, who confersu|^ me some obBgation that 
overbalanoes his demerits, and renders lespila of 
his sentence a debt due from my honour. Thus, 
lliou see'st, I am deprived of the best part of my 
royal fonetimi, since I can neither punish men nor 
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]«ftaid'A6m. Uata tite ii Aii «e e of drib H m fuM ■ 
lyiiig idnet be patted «w«y, I will eqriHidrii^ 
concerning the request of thb om wMe ■UgaAt, 
itve that it is an nniinlally faoU one, and that 
Mb h^flt chance of finding gnce in onr eyea iriH 
hie) to endeaTour to makethedieeofeiy wfcieh he 
pfojMes to ^Khieve in onr behalf/ Mnanwhfle, 
Neyille, do thon look weU to hini« and let him be 
konooraUy cared f<Mv-— And hark thee once moie^^ 
he aatd^ in a low wMaper, *< aaek out yottdar hei^ 
liit of Engaddi, and* bring him to me letthnalh, 
be he wnt or savage, nadman er aane. Let me 
M* Mm pmattly.^ 

Neville nrtimd fimn the loyal tmit, fl|^g to 
the Nubian to IbUewhim, and nmch mupriaed at 
wiMt he had aeen and beavd, and eapecially at the 
uBuaoal dcaneanoQT of the King. Ingeneial^ne 
tadk waa «o eaaj as to diseoTer Richard^s immedii- 
nfte eottMe of aenttm^it and fiMling, Aoogb it 
wdght, m tfeme cases, be diflknte to cdeolate its 
dotation; for no weatheroodc obeyed the chaai' 
ging wind more readily, than the King his gnsla 
of (Mission. Bnt, on the ptesent occasion, Iris 
manner seemed unusually constrained and myste- 



rioiWy upr was it «i8y to guew whetlier difpba- 
wxm pr^kindncM fredomiqitsd in Ids conduet 4o^ 
iviijDd^ bjft wv depen^nt, or 191 tbe loaip» wkl^ 
whkh, fipm tvoe to tifiiey be regarded fai^^ TJb 
tcndy servipe irUch tho Kuig had raodesad ta 
cMinttfipipt the bade&QU of the Nufaiim^a iraiindy 
nij^ghit saaw to Mbio^e Ijbe eWjgatPon €0»fagred en 
him by the aUto, whpa hp intercepted tbe.hleyr 
of the aMawi ; but U seamed «» a lewh loDf^ 
aeQ0imt remained .te be arranged hetwepu tbemi 
that the Me«ircb was dwbtfvA whsAer the 
seuknvBDt migbt leai^ him, uyau the ji^hplai 

debtor or creditor, and that, tbeiiafiwef he ussn^ 
med, JB die maaKtima^ a oeirtwit itoiw»Qttr» . wMdi 
»ightaw(t y i l fa eitfiftr eharaate. As^theNufait 
aii» fay vh(Me>rf» maaps hehadMqwied cbeaitisf 
avitiiw Ae Smq^ea^ kngwaess, the \mm m 
iWHied oo^mcpd that Ae IBvgliA toQff^ 
lieafTt wdoiowi^ ito,bifti> :sviea, haying watohed him 
fdesety dmi^ the his^ yi^rt of tha interviw, ha 
cweaii/ied H impossible /Epr ai^ (mp mdcan^tandiw 
a cwiKeirsaiipn, pf whieh he was himaelf the 9^ 
jeet, to haveao completely av^Mdadlbe appeariuii)^ 
(^lakiiig intafiest in iu 
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CHAPTER IX. 



WWftfunt r^ApiMOidi^'tit kindif diwin 
My Ivftrqed pbysician and a friend. 

Sir EtisTACC Gr£Y. 



preTfdtM t6%ta^ ijtKidetitt Ifkst metftiitniied, wmRi 
the i^«adifr mnil i^^bembeir, Ibe trnfimtmate Enigftt 
of the Leopsrd, bestowed upon the Al^Ail ph)r- 
iHTcitei h^ 1SM% Iftieliard, viKlier as at^e than in 
ittiy <Hkef ca{Mieity, waat <&idted from ihe eamp of 
the eftuadeiM^ Jn whose ranks he had sooften and 
k^ hnffiimtly dlstingmffhed HiniSeK HeMkwed 
his itteir master^ lb« so he mtut iioir term the Ha- 
kim, t^ thcf Moorish ten«i which contamed his r«. 
tintte tod his ptopmy^ wifli diestnpsfied fteHngs 
vf cHEie, whd) fiiUeii iVom the sammk of a predpiee, 
and eseajnng unexpectedly with life, is just able 
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to ing hiflnolf horn tho fiMi ifot, but vithoat 
tke power of eBtuolriag dw oaUent of tho daau^ 
wIhcIi he hm soitaiiied. Anivad at tbe tent, he 
tktew fatmidl^ irkhont speeeh of aiij kuid^ upea 
a ooach of dremd InAIo^a hide, whkh waa 
pointed out to him fay hie eondoctor, and hiiing 
hm fine betwixt hie haade, gvoaoed hea^iljFs aa if 
hie heart waa on die pcmit of bursliDg. The phy- 
flician baaed faiiii» ae he wae tp:vmg ovdeai to hii 
immerous domeetiGs to pr^are for their depar-t 
tun the next laoniiiig before day4ieeak, aad^ 
movei'.wkih oompasaioii* intemiplted hia oonpa- 
tion to ait down, CTfoaJegged> by the side of. ^a 
ooudi* and adntinwttfr iMitftirt aoeordinff to the 
Oriental maBner* 

- * € • 

<« My fiiand,'' he said, '' beof |bod.coiBfort>r^ 
toft what*aayeth Ae pQet--4t^is hatter thai a, mm 
ahanld be die senrant of a land master* than the 
ihire of his own wild passions. Again, be of go^i^^ 
oixmge,. beoi«ise, .whsreoi Vsouf Ben Xi(gf^ 
was sold to a Kinf^by bift.lMreth^nt evon toI^b*r 
raoh Xing tof figypt, thy King hath, on the other 
hmd^ bnrtowed Aee on <me who wiU be to dw as 
a nrotner. 
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i^t* KetiBfeth sMide an tffi>rt to Omk theBb- 
Idai, but Us keort waa too ftdl,1tad the miittim 
seonds wUdi aoeompanied Us abortive nitfmfto 
to rcply» indaoed thci kind plqriidm to denit fiwa 
bte prematoie endeavours at conaolatioii. He kfb 
his new domealie, or guest, in qoiel, to indnlgo 
his sdnrows, and htmag cMMHawbd aU Ibenaeea* 
sary prqiaratidnl for their dsfMotuso oil the Moi»* 
ing; sat down upon tb^oarpet of ihe teal^ and in^i 
dalgiad himself in a'medente repast; Alhtr he 
had thus itfiredied himsdf, snoattar "riands were 
oiered to Ae Scottish Knight; imt tboaj^ die 
slaives let him understand diat the next day 
would he-far advanced ere they would halt finr the 
purpose of refreshment, Sir Kenneth ootdd net 
overeome the Asgust whudi he fek against swal« 
lowmg any nourishment^ wd could be prevailod 
upon to taste nothing, saying a draught of eoUk 
watdr. •■*.... 

' Hoiras awdie, long after his Arab host had paiw 
formed his usuiA d^otions, and betaken hioudfta 
his repose, uor hiid sleep visited hun at the hoHr 
of inldnighr, when a movement «sok'phM)o amiav 

10 
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dM drt tt ci lkB , whkfay tfarngb attcstded with tio 
0{fM0eh9 «ii Yer]^ little fione, tnade Inm awire 
fhiiy iMe loadiiig tbe camels and ptepariiig &r 
dtpartcDte. In the oourae of diese preparafieng, 
Ae iMl pemm who was distofbed, excepting the 
phyflidiii hiauMtf, wag Ae Knight of Soothmd, 
iriMmi) aiAmt thmM in the moning, a sort of ma- 
j^dotaio, or master of the hoaaehold, acquainted 
diat be ifitiflt arise. He did so, without farther 
snswer, and ftUowed him into the moonlight, 
where stood the camels, most of which were al- 
ready loaded, and one only remained kneeling 
until its hurthen should be completed. 

A little apart from the camels- stood a number 
of horses ready bridled and saddled, and the 
Hakhn himself coming forth, mounted on one of 
them with as much agility as the grave deedmmi ' 
^ his character permitted^ and directed another, 
which he pointed out, to be led toWai^s Sir Ken- 
neth. An English oAcer was in attendance, to 
6&cat% them through the caidp of the crusaders, 
Md to ensure their leaving it in safety, and idi 
tM ready for their departure. The panlion 
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whieli thej biid left, was, in tlie.m6iaw]4ley stmdc 

with siaguhr dispfttcb, and the tmi^fojmmfd 

coyerings oompoaed the burthen of the last camel 

—when the physician, i^KHiouncing solonnly the 

. verse <^ the Koran, ^* God be our guide, and 

. Mahommed our protector ixi the desert i^ in the 

watered fieid,'^ the wlude cavalcfide w^s instaptly 

vih motion. 

In traversbg the caos^, they weiai^.chidleqfl^ 
by the various sentinels who maintained guard 
th«re, and suffered to proceed in sikneiib cr wilh 
a muttered curse upon their prophet* m they pass- 
ed the post of some more aealous crusader. At 
length, the last banms were left behind them, 
and the parly formed themselyes for the march 
with military precaution. Two or three horse- 
men, advanced in firont as a vanguard ; one or two 
rcmeined a bow-shot in the rear ; and, wherever 
the ground adi)aitted, others were detached to 
kee^ an outlook on the flanks. In this mannar 
they proceeded on^vard, while Sir Kenneth, loolf- 
ing bac^ on the moonlight camp, might now indeed 
seem banished, deprived at once of honour and of 
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HMtf 9 fioBi Ae glwiBierii^; ktammu xatdtr which 
ke had hoped to guxL addttiond r^wwn, nd ihc 
tented dwdUiqp of ehifwtby, of Cteistiaiii^, end 
''■hik JfiCutli jE^uHMftceHet* 

Tlie HakSm, who rode by lus side, observed, 

m his fttiud tone of ebAt^timu consoUiJMfe--*-^^ It 

je imwiee lo lodt ImA when the journey Both inr- 

ward;^ and as he spoke, the horse of the knight 

jMide SKMdi a perilMKi sli^fiiide, as tiiresteDod to.add 

'a piictieat iiiofai to eke ulei. 

The tei^ was «0tnfn)led by lEhis hint to fpm 
BMMfie atleniiob to 4^ mAnageaieBt of hk steed, 
which more Am o«oe ttipsirtd Ad assistance and 
Si^iport of 'Ao cheok-brsitte, akheagh, in oAer 
respeetiB, noAing ooidd be more easy at onoe,. and 
active, Au the ambling pace at which Ae am- 
mal (which was % mare) ^proceeded 

^^ The coadiftloBs of that horse/' observed tte 
seAtentiotts physiciaD, '* are like those of human 
fortune ; seeiiig that amidst his most swift and ewiy 
pace,' the rider must guard himself agaiaet a fall, 
and'that it is wh^ prosperity is at the highest, 
that oar prudence should be awake imd vigilant, 
to prevent misfortune.^^ 
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The overkwded apfetke loatlw ^en tlie faanej. 
cwib> and iiis scutee » wonder thai tbe knight, 
morttf ed «td harMood with miafortiuies and 
afaBsemenft, bfi^ame soo^hiiig inpatient of hear- 
ing his miaery made; at every tum, the ground of 
proTerbs and apotbegsifl, however jnst and vppo- 
flite. 

** Methinkf,"" he said, rdtber peevishly, ^ I 
wimted Jio additiiNial illustialioa of the instabili- 
ty of fortune-- though I would thank thee, Sir 
HakisQ^ fe^ thy choiee of a ateed fivr me, would 
the jade bnt stumhfe so effectuaUy as at once to 
break my neek and her own.^ 

^^ My brother,^ answered the Arab sage, with 
iadpertmrhal^e gravity, ^ thou sp^akest as one of 
fhe foolish. Thou sayVit in thy heart, that the 
sage should have given one as his guest, the 
y^ungor and better horse, and reserved the old 
eue for himself; but know, that the defects of the 
older steed may be compensated by the energies of 
the young rider, whereas the violence of the young 
horse requires to be moderated by die cold tem- 
per of the older.^ 

So spoke the sage ; but neither to this obser- 
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raAim did Sir Kenneth return any answer which 
could lead to a condnuance of their conversa- 
tion, and the physician, wearied, perhaps, of ad-- 
ministering comfort to one who would tiot be 
comforted, signed to one of his retinue. 

** Hassan,** he said, *^ hast thou nothing where-* 
with to beguile the way P^ 

Hassan, story-teller and poet by profession, 
spurred up, upon this summons, to exercise his 
calling. — " Lord of the palace of life,*^ he said, 
addressing the physician, ** thou, before whom 
the angel Afrael spreadeth his wings for flight-* 
thou, wiser than Solimaun ben Daoud, upon whose 
signet was inscribed the real name which con- 
trols the spirits of the elements — ^forUd it. Hea- 
ven, that while thou travellest upon the track of 
benevolence, bearing healing and hope wherever 
thou comest, thine own course should be sadden** 
ed for lack of the tale and of the song. Beh<M, 
while thy servant is at thy side, he win pour fort^ 
the treasures of his memory, as the fountain send- 
eth her stream beside the pathway, for the refresh- 
ment of him that walketh thereoii.^^ 

After this exordium, Hassan uplifted his voice. 
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and begao a tale of love and nrngid intenoixed 
with feats of warlike achiey«DQi«i^ and onuusent- 
ad with abimdaat quotations from the PersiaB 
poets, with whose compositions the orator seemed 
familiar. The retinue of the physician, such ex- 
cepted as were necessarily detained in attendance 
on the camels, thronged up to the narrator, and 
pressed as dose as deference for their master per* 
mitted, to enjoy the delight which the inhabi* 
tantsof the East have ever de|i?edfiom this spe- 
des of exhibition. 

At another time, notwithstanding his imperfect 
knowledge of the language. Sir Kenneth might 
have been interested in the recUation, whidi^ 
tboiigh dictated by a more exftravagant iamgin^r 
tion, and expressed in more inflated and watapltn- 
rical language^ bore yet a strcmg resemUaisiee to 
the romances of chivahy, then so ftshionable in 
Europe. But as matters stood with him, he 
was scarcely even sensible that a man in the oan- 
tre of the cavalcade recitad and sung, in a low 
tone, for nearly two hours, modulating his voice 
to the various moods of passion introducedt into 
the tale, and receiving, in return, now low mur- 
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mtm of apphMne, noil' tttuctered estpteBdoau ist 
wonder, noir Mghs and team, tnd sometiBiesv 
nrfaat it WW fitf more ^fleidt to ntnict from sudi 
n Audieitee) a tribute of Btnikfty and even laagii-i 
ter. 

Daring the recitation, the attention of tlie eiile^ 
however abalraeted bjr hifl own deep sorrow, -was 
oeeasiondhf awakened by the deep wail of a^d^* 
seenred h» a wieker imdeeiire suepended on one 
of the catneby wldch, as lai experienced wooda- 
num, he had no hesitation in recognii»ig to be 
that of hie oim Mth^l hound ; and ftauL the 
plaintive tmio of the afiteal, he had no donbt that 
he was sensiUe of his master's vidnity , and in his 
way invoking his assistance Son Hberty and le^ 
scoe* 

'< Aks f poer Boswal,'' he said, ^' tiiou eaUest 
fbr aid and sympathy, upon on^ hi strieter band- 
it than thon Ayself art. I will not aeem^to 
bead thee^ or return thy aAction, suiee ilp wotM 
serve bat to load om parting with yet more blttei^ 
ness.^ 

I'faus passed the hours of night, and this space 
of dim hazy dawn, which forms the twilight of a 



Sffiiw merakHg. 9u% when A^ v«ry §xBt Une o£ 
t]he wlaTfl disk iragaa to liae above th# krvel hori^ 
Mh^aai jribefi die rery firal level ray afaot glioH, 
mtmg. m Aew tkng the siiifiiee ef Ihedeflertf^ 
ipliklk the tmvclkft had now attidtied, the toi^On 
x«»u'wke ef El Hakin hiwHelf eprevpoweifd audi 
cut dbort the nanativw of the Uie^Uiia!, whUe he^ 
oaaM 40 wmowi tiimg the Mmdd the miw^- 
swniiiflDe^ vhkh the miicsaHila thmader at uaom^ 
mg fima the iniiiandt of eirery iii69qiie.> 

5^To:pKeyar--*to l^yer I Gadis theeneCrjDd.' 
— To prayer — t0}»rayer! Midieiiiroedjiedtopiief) 
phet'of Obd^^-^To prayer--4o |m^^! Time^ is 
flyii^ fion yoVf-^To piayer«*rte prayer ! Judg^ 
iMttt ia> drawing nigh to you.^' 

In an instant each Moelem east hiws^ from 
his hovse» tamed his face towards Meoea»«ad per- 
formed with aand an isutation of those ahluticgu^ 
wfaidi were ekewhere requked to he nnwte tfkk 
water, wluk eaeh indiFidjoel, in brief but ftrtent* 
ejaailaii<aws nsoooHaended hiwsdf to the eere^ 
and htt sins to the forgtvenesi^, of God and the 
prophet. f 

Even Sir Kenneth^ whose resflen at once end, 
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piqiidiecfl were offended by we&ng hkcoropaaioiis 
in that wliich be considered «i «n act of idelatay,. 
could nol hdp respecting the ancerityof their mis* 
guided seal, and being stimulated by their ftryeor 
to apply supplications to Heaven in a purer fiinn» 
wondemg, meanwhile, what new4)om fedii^^ 
could teadi him to aocorapany in ^ayor, though 
with varied inyoeation, those very Saracens, w;ho0e 
heathenish worahip he had conceived a ciime dis- 
honouraUe to the land in which high minudea 
had been wroi^ht, and where the day-starr of re- 
demption had arisen. 

The act of devotion, however, though rendered 
in sudi strange society, burst purely frmn his na^ 
tural feelings of religious du^, and had its usual 
effisct in compoMtg the spirits, which had been 
long harassed by so rapid a succession of cslamir^ 
ties. The riacere and earnest annroadi of th^ 
Christian to the throne of the Ahn^hty, teaches 
die best lesson of patience under afflidi<m; siii^ 
wheilsf<»re should we mock the Deity widi sii^li- 
calions, when we insult him by murmuring under 
his diecrees ?-— or how, while our prayers have ia 
every word admitted the vanity and nothingness 
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of the tUngft of ttine in compariaoa to tboae of 
etemitjr, afaould we hope to deeeiYe the Seflwdm; 
of Hearts, by permitting the world and woridty 
pessuHis to reassnme their tatbokiit empire over 
our bosoms, the instant when onr devotions ate 
ended ? There have been, and perhaps are now, 
persons so inconsistent, as to su£fer earthly passion 
to reassnme the reins even immediately after a 
solemn address to Heaven ; but Shr Kenneth was 
not of the8e« He felt himsdf comforted and 
strengthened, and better pvepaared to execate or 
submit to whatever his destiny might call upon 
him to do or to suffisr. 

Meanwhfle the party of Saracens regained 
their saddles, and continued tiheir route, and the 
tale-teller, Hassan, resumed the thread of his 
narrative; but it was no longer to the same aU 
tentive audience. A horseman, who had ascend- 
ed some high ground on the ri{^t. hand of the 
little eohinm, had returned on a speedy gallop to 
El Hakim, and oommunioated with him. Four or 
five more cavaliers had then been dispatched, and 
the little band, which might consist of about twen- 
ty or thirty persons, began to follow them with 
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their eyes, as men. from whose geetancs^ and-ad^ 
nnoe or retreat, tliey were to angur good or eifi^ 
Hassai, finding hk audience tnattenfeive) fx- being 
Umself attmeted by tlie dubma appearanoet txt 
the flank, stinted in his song ; and the nuodi be* 
came sUent, save when a camd^4riyer caUed ont to 
Ms patient charge, or some anxiooa follower of die 
Hakim communicated with hia nest neagUbonr m 
a hurried and iow whisper. 

This suspense continued until they had round- 
ed a ridge, composed of hilleckB of fwnd, which 
concealed from their main body the object Aat 
had created this alarm among their scoiits. Sir 
Kenneth cottM now see, at the distance of a mile or 
more, a dark ob^t moving rapiffly on the bosolii 
of the desert, which his experieitced eye recogni* 
«ed for a party of cavalry, much superior to their 
own in numbers, and, from the thick and frequent' 
flashes which flung bade the level beims of the 
rising sun, it was plain that these were Eiiiopeaflfr 
in their c6mplete panoply. 

The anxious looks which &e hcfsemett jof Et 
Hakim now cast upon their leader, seetioed to in- 
dicate deep apprehension ; while he, with gravity 
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ai t»di8tc»bed acr wbeki Jie cdled his UUom^n to 
prsyevv detacied tiro of his bast nkninted onrs^ 
lipnt^ with uMtiiiedfons to approach as doady as 
pro4e!iiee pcrmittedl to AeBe tntTeUen of the de- 
sert, flind. ofaserre »ore mmiitely their nuniben^ 
tbob. ciiHfMotei, and^ if possiUO) their parposfe 
The appmack cf danger^ or what irss ftared tm 
sudiy was like a atimulating drauf^ to qoe in 
apathy, aod recalled Sir Kenneth to hinmelf and 
his siteation. 

^ What feax yen hma. these Chiistian hone? 
men, fa ovch diey seem i^ be said to the Hdkini« 
' *^ Feac !'' sud £1 Hakim, repeating the vord 
disdaii^blly--^f^ Thesq^e fears nothing bnl Hea» 
TOB-'^tot eret expects fbem widked mm the worst 
which they can do.^ 

<^ Thqr are Christians,'' said Sir Kenneth , 
^^.and it is the time of tmee-^why should you 
&arahwacfaoffiiithr' 

, ^^ They are the piiesdy sddiers of the Tem- 
ple,'" answered EI Hakiniy ^^ whose tow limits 
them to know neither tmce nor faith widi the 
worshippers of Islam. May the prophet Uig^t 
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tbcBi) bodb root, bnmdi, and twig !—' 
mr, and their faith is fidsdood. Odierinvadenof 
Palestine haY%dieir times and moods of coiuetesy« 
The lion Bicbavd will qpare when he has coaqagr-f 
ed-«4lie eaf^ Philip will doae his wing when he 
has strickant a piey-«-«yen the Austrian bear will 
sleep when he is gorged; bat this horde of everr 
hungry wolves know neither pause nor satiety in 
their rapine.— SeeVt thou not that they ane de^ 
taching a party from their nudn body, and that 
they take an eastern direetion? Yon are their 
pages and squires, whom they train up in thrir 
accursed mysteries, and whom, as lighter mounted, 
they send to cut us cff from our wateriii^plaoe. 
Bnt they will be disappointed. / know the wu 
of the desert yet better than they."^ 
. He spoke a few words to his principal officer, 
and his whole demeanour and oountenaocQ waisi 
at once changed from the solemn repose of an 
Eastern sage, accustomed more to contemplalioH 
than to action, into ihe prompt and proud expres* 
skm of a gallant soldier, whose energies are ron^ 
sed by the near approach of adanger, which he at 
once foresees and despises. 
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' To Sir Kemiedi'B eyes the approacUag cam 
had a dilfere&t aspect, and vhen Adoabedc Mtd 
to faiiii, *< Thou nust tanry dose hji my side,^ ha 
aunrered solemiily in the nq^ve. . 

** Yonder,^ he said, ^^aie my comTadesmanna 
— -4he men ki whose society I haye to wad to fight 
or fall«—on their banner gleams the sign of our 
most blessed redemption-— I camsot fly ikaat the 
Cross in company with the Creaoent.^ 

«<Fooir said the Hakim; '' their fixst aoiwi 
would be to do diee to death, were it only to ccm-' 
ceal thar breadh of the tmce.^ . t 

<* Of that I must take my chanoe,^^ replied Sir 
Kenneth ; *^ but I wear not the bonds <^ the in* 
fidds an instant longer than I can cast Aem fiNMa 

me." 

*^ Then will I compel thee to follow me,^ aaid 
£1 Hakfan. 

<'< C<Hnpal !'' answered Sir Kenneth, angrily. 
«* Wert thou not my benefactor, or one who has 
diowed will to be sach, and were it not that b 
is to thy confidence I owe the fireedom of these 
hands, which thou mighi*st have loaded with leU 
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ten^.I vonld thow diee jdiAt^ uaumod m I am, 

eonqpttkion would be no easy taak.^ 

t << Eaougfa, 4cnott|^,^ leplied lim Aiabiaa<{di]N 

ndan, ** we lose tbne eveii idieii it is iKeoBaig 

• * ^» 

$0 eayisg^ he tbrew fak avm aloft, andiattmd 
a loud and dirill orjr, as 4i signal to those of his 
wdnne, who inslSBrtiydiopccBcd thamsefaras on As 
tuee of the deoect^ m^as inasf diffnant dhseetioni 
asadiaiiletaf beads-whea the sibng is hsoken. 
Sir jKenoeth had no tame to note iduHt cnsned i 
for, at the (Same inabnt) the Hddm smed the 
rem.of hia staod^ and putdng fab own to its met- 
tle, both sphiag fi»rthat onoe idtfa the suddenness 
of Ught, and at a pitch of Telocity which ahnest 
deprived the Scottish knight of the power of «e» 
qwation, and left hisa absoluldly tncapsUe, had he 
been desirous, to have diecked the caaear ct but 
guide. Praeliaed as fife Kenneth was in hmseimm'- 
shipfrom hisioariiest youth^ the speediest horse 
he had ever mounted vas a tortobe huooni p isriso a 
to those of die AraUaa aage. They spumed the 
sand from behhid thcin-^«^hey seemed to devour 
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the desef t befoie tbem-^iiifes fl«ir amaj 
lnite<»» «mI yet tb^r fttiength seemed niudb«ted, 
asd their respiration as free as when they firet 
started upcm the wonderAil race. The motien, 
too> as easy as it wa^ rapid, seemed more like fly~ 
ijag dmmg^ Ae air than tiding on the «arth, and 
wHs attended witfi no uspleaeane seneation, save 
the «we naturally felt by <me who is monag at 
audi astonishing speed, and the difficulty 0£ 
Ibreatlmg oecasipned by their passing through 
the asr «o rapi^y. 

It waa not until after an hour of thispoirteiitona 
motion, and wlien all human pursuit wai ftr, fiir 
behind, that the Hahhn at length relaxed his 
dpeed, and slaok^ikig the pace of the hdrseg into 
a iMUid gallop, began, in a voice as composed and 
even as if he had been walkii^ £» die last fao«u^ 
in jdeMnt upon the exeellence of his coursers to the 
Scot, who, breathl^s, half blind, half deaf, and 
altogether giddy, from the rapidity of this smgiu 
laiv ride, hardly eoraprdieaded the wovds which 
fl^ed so freely from his cMAptfuon. 

'* These horses^"' be said, ^^ are of the bteed call' 
ed the Winged, equal in speed to aught excepting 

9 
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iim Bimk of the {oo^het. They ace fi^ on the 
goldeii bloley of YemeD, mixed with sfoees, and 
with A small pcNrtbn of diied sheep^s flesh. Kings 
hate given proyinces to possess them» and. their 
j^ is active AS their youth.. Thoa» Naiaxene, art 
the first, save a true believer, that ever had beneath 
his loins one. of this noble race, a ff& of the 
preset himsdf to the blessed Ali, his Iriynnpan 
and lieutenant, wdl called the Lion. of GoJt 
Time lays his touch, so lightly on these gcfie- 
rous steeds, that the mare on which thounoir 
.fljttest has seen five times five years. pa^i ov^ 
her, yet retains her pristine speed and vigmr, 
only that in the career the suppprf of a b4dlc, 
managed by a hand more experienced than thine, 
hath now become necessary. May the prophet be 
blessed, who. hath bet^wed on the true belieyers 
the means of advance and retreat, which causeth 
their iron-clothed enemies to be worn out with 
their own ponderous weight ! How the horses of 
yimder dog Templars must have ported ^ and 
blown, when they had toiled fetlock-de^ m the 
desert for one«twentieth part of the space which 
these brave steeds have left behind them, without 

IS 
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me tliick pant, w a drop cif moUnure upon tfaeit 
flfeek and velvet odats !^ 

The iScottkh knigfat, who had now begun to 
feoorer his hreath and powers of attendon, cduld 
not help acicnowledging hi his heart the advantage 
possessed Vy these £i»tem warnoifs in » rilee tof 
«ninHds, dite proper fbr adratoi car retreat, aEnd 
M adinufalily adapted to the UvA and sandy det- 
«erts ci Arabia and Syria* Bat be did not choose 
to augment the pride of the Moslmn by aoquies* 
tHig in his proud chdm of superiority^ ttid there- 
Jore sufoed the conversation to drop, and, look- 
ing around him, couM now, at ihe more modxsrafe 
pnce at which they moved^ dtstinguiiA diat he was 
in a country not unknown to him. . 

The U^ted borders, and suUen waters of the 
Dead Sea, t3ie rag^d and predpitbus chhin of 
niountams ariring on the kft, the two ot three 

* 

pa&BS clustered together, forming the single green 
^^leck (m the bopom of the waste wilderness,-^ 
db|ects which, onee^ seen, were scarcely to be for- 
^tten,-Hsh6wed to Sir Kennbth that they were 
approaching the fountun called the Diamond 
of the Desert, which had been the scene of 

VOL. IV. N 
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liis intonriew on a fomer ixxmeaon with the Sa- 
racen Emir Sheerkof, or Ilderim. In a few mi- 
nutefl t]My chedLed their horses heside the spring, 
and the Hakim invited Sir Kenneth to descend 
fimn horseback) and repose himsdf as in a place 
of safety. They unbridled their steeds, El Ha^ 
Jdm observing that farther care of them was iia- 
necessasy, since they wonld be speedily join^ by 
some of the best mooQted among his slaves, whs 
wonid do what farther was needful. . 

^^ Meantime,^ he said, spreading some food oa 
the grass, '* eat and drink, and be not discouraged. 
Fortune may raise up or abase the ordinary mor- 
tal, but the sage and the soI£ar should have 
minds beyond her control;**^ 

The Scottish knight endeavoured to testSfy his 
thanks by showing himself docile ; but though he 
strove to eat out of complaisance, the singular con- 
trast between his present situation, and that whiefa 
he had occupied on the same spot, when the en- 
voy of princes, and the victor in combat, dune 
■ like a cloud over his mind, and fasting, lassitude, 
and fatigue, oppressed his bodily power& £1 Ha- 
kim e^mined his hiuTied pulse,, bis red and in- 



^ 
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I^med eye,* kis bfated^himd, and lii« dbovtened 
respiratiois. 

' *' Tbe miiid^^ he said^ ^^ grows vise by watch- 
ing, but her sister the body, of coaxser materials, 
needs die support o^x«pose.^Thou must sleep; and 
that thoa may^st do so tx> refreshment, thoa miHt 
take^a dtaught. mingled witii this elixir^ "* 

He drew from his bosom a small crystal vial, 
cased in silver filigree-work, and dropped into n 
little golden drinking-oip a small portion of a dark- 
.cobured fluid. 

** This,^ he said, '* is one of those productiona 
which Allah hath sent on earth for a blessing, 
though man^s weakness and wickedness have soine- 
times converted it into a curse* It is powerfiil as 
the wine-cup of the Nazafrene to drop the curtain 

^ on the sleepless eye, and to relieve the burthen of 

the overloaded bosom ; but when a{^lied to. the 

. puipfpes of indulgence and debauchety^ it rends 

the nerves, destroys the strength^ weak^s the in- 

^ . tellect, and undermines life. But fear not thou 
to use its virtues in the time of need, for the wise 
man warms him by the same firebrand with which 
the madman burneth the tent."' 
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<< I have seen too much of thy skilly sage Ha- 
kim,^ said Sir Kenneth, ^^ to debate tlune hest;^ 
and swallowed the narcotic, mingled as it was with 
floiAe water from the spring, then wrapped him in 
the haik, or Arab do^, which had been fastened 
to his saddle-pommel, and, according to the dT 
lections of the physidan, stretched himsdf at 
«ase in the shade to await the promised repose. 
Sleep came not at first, but in h^r litead a train of 
pleasing yet not rousing x>r awakening sensations. 
A state ensued, in which, still conscious of his own 
identity and his own condition, the knight felt en- 
ali^ to consider them-not only without alarm and 
aorrow, but as composedly as he might hare viewed 
Ae story of his misfortunes acted up<m a stage, or 
MthcT as a disembodied spuit might regard the 
tl*ansactions of its past existence. From lius state 
Of repose, amounting almost to Apitthjr respecting 
the |iast^ his thoughts were hurried forVatd to the 
fhture, which, id qnto of iill that existed to over- 
cloud the Inspect, glittoied with such hues, as un- 
4er much happier aiispices his unstimulated ima- 
gidation had not been able io produce, even in its 
most exalted stato. Liberty, fame, successful love, 
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nppened to be the certain, and not very distant 
prospect, of the enslaved exile, the dishonoured 
knight, evenof thedespairing lover, who had placed 
his hopes of happiness sofiir beyond the prospect 
of chance, in her wildest possibilities, serving to 
countenance his wishes. Gradnally as the inteU 
lectual sight became overdouded, these gay visions 
became obscure, like the dying hues of sunset, un« 
til thejr were at last lost in total oblivion ; and Sir 
£enneth lay extended at the feet of £1 Hakim, to 
all appearance, but for his deep respiratum, as in- 
animate a corpse, as if life had actuaUy departed. 



c 
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CHAPTER X. 



Ittd tlvtt WiM seeott Eochaiitiiicnt wmvet her MdmI* 
To cban^a tbe Ace of the jnjsterioiu land ; 
*EfU. the bevildering scenes around us seem 
Tlie wttHpntductMBsofa fewtnOt di^ttn. 

^ , ... AiMpho^ a Romanee* 

Whek the Knight of die Leopard awakened 
from his long and profound repose^ hit found him- 
flclf in circumstances so different from those in 
which he had Iain down to sleep, that he doubted 
whether he was not yet dreaming, or whether the 
scene had not been changed by magic. Instead of 
the damp grass, be lay on a couch of mote than 
Oriental luxury, and some kind hands had, during 
his repose, stripped him of the cassock of chamois 
which he wore under his armour, and substituted a 
night dress of the finest Unen, and a loose gown of 
silk. He had been canopied only by the palm-trees 
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cf the desert, tmt now he lay benealili a silken pa* 
-vilioQ, whicfh bhued wkh the richest colours of the 
Chinese loom, while a slight curtain of ganxe, dis- 
jdayed around his CQUch, was calculated to pro* 
tect his repose from the insects, to whom be had, 
ever since his aniTal in these climates, been a 
constant and passive prey. He looked around^ 
as if to convince himself that he was aolually 
awake, and all that fdl« beneath his eye partook 
of the splondour of his dormitory. A portable 
bath of cedar, Mned ^th silver, was ready :fbr 
ose, and steamed with the odours which had been 
used in preparing it. On a small stand of ebony 
i>eside die couch, stood a silver vase, contaimng 
sherbet of the most exquisite quality, cold as snow, 
and which the thirst that followed the use of the 
strong narcotic rendered peculiarly ddicious. Still 
•farther to dispel the dregs of intoxication which it 
had 1^ behind, the knight resolved to use the bath, 
and experienced in dcnng so a delightful refresh- 
ment. Having dried himself with napkins of the 
Indian wool, he would willingly have resumed his 
own coarse garments, that he mi|^t go for^ to see 
whether tlie world was as much changed without 



.J 



aiw]lUiitlifi)plflceofUpr#pMi^ Th9f^» however, 
wv^aowlite to b^imiitfoiCin fchsiii? plup^befouiifl 
ft Sampea 4ieM of ikb mftt^riito^witb i3abr« imd 
pwiaxd, and «U bofililuig w emir of diid^i^tii^- 
Be wiui aUe la sijggMt )o« ii^Y^ tphimf^foir 
tliiifflAil^csaMeiQf Mre^ coEc^ptisg^^iiispiat^i ibiii 
tbfltt atttodoD* vere intended fa^iliake bimiA bif 
leligious pntemodM, Ms'soAeid k waa well khowi 
tkat Ifae Vgh estaJan of Ife £uo6peaa fan^jadg^ 
and eoiiri^e, made thb SoKbta unbofiiMled' tli Hig 
giftaio Aoaey i|fao,iIia¥i% beooKieclitft piiaoiicr^ 
bad been indaeed to tid^e tbetuzbaa. SkJ^n- 
Betb, theiefote, OTPsekig bimae]^ daronl^yy itesol- 
ved to aet idl' audi' saarearat defiaaea f and ibat 
heinii^ doiQ tbe ii|oie GioBfiyy consciekiiioii^ de^ 
tcrmined to avail bimselfaa modecately as posdUe 
of the attentioBs.and lawpiiBs Ibus iibeaaUy bfcoped 
upon faUQi StSHy bowefcr, be fdl bis head o|i- 
preased aad sleepy, and afrave, too, tbat -bis. aa- 
dress waA not fit for appearingabtoad, be reclined 
upon tbe ooaicb, aad was again kx|»d in tbe anas 
ofshuaber. 

But . tbis tizb^ Ins lest was not unbxok^ ; 
for he was awakened by the voice of ibe pbysi- 
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dim at tbe door of tbe tent, iiiqmirii^ after bb 
healA^ and wl^etber he had rested sufficaetitly.^-* 
^^ May I enter your t^nt ?^ he concluded, ^* fyt the 
curtain is drawn before the entrance.^ 

<< The master,^ replied Sir K^mie^h* deter* 
mined to show that he was not surpriied into fytr 
getfidness of hi9 own cMidition, *^ need denmnd 
no permissioii to enterthe tent of the liaye*^ 
: '^Butif I come not is a master f^'wdEl Ha- 
kim^ still without entering. 

** The phyi^oian)^ replied Sir K^npth, *< hath 
ff^ aecess to iht bedade of his patient.'"' 

'^Neither come I now as a physidiuiy'" replied 
El Hakim ; ** and therefore I still request pei^ 
missjbn, ere I ocMne under the covering of thy 



tent»'' 



*^ Whoever cem^s as a friend,^ said Sir Ken- 
Betb> ^^ Und such thou hast hitherto shown thyself 
to mey the habitation of the fiiend is ever opea to 
hi»v^ 

<* Yet ofic0 again^ wd ' the Eastern suge, af- 
ter the p^ripbrastical manner of his oountryi|i^, 
'^ (Supposing that I come not as a friend P^ 

<^ Come as thou wilt,'' said the Soottisb kn^ht, 
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someirluit impstimtof thiscircumlocutioii, — ** be 
what tboa wilt — thou knowest well it is neither in 
my power nor my inclination to refuse thee en- 
tmce.^ 

^ I oome, then,^ sud £1 Hakim, ** as your an- 
CMit toe ; but a ^r and a generous one.^ 

He entered as he spoke; and when he stood be- 
fore the bednde of Sir Kenneth^ the voice con- 
tinued to be that of Addnbec the Aratrian phyd- 
cian, but the form, dress, and features, were those 
of Ilderim of Kurdbtan, called Sheerkof. Sir 
Kenneth gazed upon him, as if he expected the 
vision to depart, l&e something created by* his 
imagination. 

Doth it so surprise thee,^* , said Ilderim, 

and thou an approved warrior, to see that a 
soldier knows somewhat of the art of healing ?— 
I say to thee, Nasarene, that an accomplished^c^ 
vdier should know how to dress his steed bb well 
as how to ride him ; how to forge his sword upcm 
the stithy, as well as how to use it in battle ; how 
to burnish his arms, as well as how to wear Aiem; 
and, above all, how to cure wounds as well as how 
to inflict them.'^ 
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As be ispoke, the ChmAan knight rqieatedly 
fifaut hiB eyes, and while they remained closed, the 
idea of the Hakira, with his long flowing dark 
robes, high tartar cap, and grave gestures, wvs 
present to his ima^nation ; bat so soon as he 
opened them, the graceful and richly gemmed 
turban, the light hauberk of steel rings entwisted 
mih sflver, which glanced brilliantly as it obeyed 
every inflection of the body, the features freed 
firom their formal e)cpression, less swarthy, and no 
longer shadowed by the mass of hair, (now limit- 
ed to a well-trimmed beard,) announced the soldier 
andnol theiu^e. 

*^ Art thou still so much surprised,^ said the 
Emh*, *' and bast thou walked in the world with 
such little obsarvance, as to wonder that men are 
not always what they seem ? — ^Thoa thyself— -art 
fhou what thou seemest?^ 
' *^ No, by Saint Andrew !^ exclaimed the knight ; 
^/for, to the whole Christian camp I seem a trai- 
tor, and I know myself to be a true, though an 
erring man.^ 

Even so I judged thee,'' said Ilderim, << and 
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M ve iwd eaten aalt togsAci^ I . dac^ned myself 
bound to leicMe tbeefnun dealji and o^ityiiaely.'Trr 
9ttt whetffibre Ih^ you still on yoax opficb» sinc$ 
ibe/sun is bigh in tb# Iieave^fr? or are tbe y^^T 
mtnla wbdch nqr ^umpfeer-camek h$y^ a^foj^dsd 
wiwoidiy of yoar w^aripg ?"" 

" N^ imw<qrdiy» 8|ir<iy» bud mif^tipg fin it*"^ 
nmdiodtbe Scot ; " i^ve m^ tb^ dness of a aU]^ 
noble Ilderivis ai^d I will don it widi ]^I#aai|^i 
bat I i^umot brook, to vear the b^l^tof ti^ ^Sw 
Bittern va^or^^itb tbe tuirba^ ^f tbe Mp#qi«r 

^< Nftfaraie}"' answered tl^ Emi^i ^' tby iM^M 
so easily entertain suqncion, tbatit 9VJ ^fftll f^iif 
der dien|i$e}vei; suspect^. 94FI I-Wt tp)d thee 
that Saladi^ ^eares no ^n^r^ts aavjng .^fi# 
wbom tbf holy pi^liet shall dispone ^ sfjJmk 
^^ansffWes to bis kw? yioleup^ mA bribery tm 
alike alien to his plan for ^toiJUlig the tniei^^id^ 
Hotiken to me, my brother* Wfa^ii the blind man 
was miraculoiusly restored to sights the scales df^pi 
ped from his eyes «t tbe Divine {daa^nre—tUnk'st 
thou that any earthly leech could have irrmoVed 
them? No. Such p^edipinfrmigbfbay^ tormented 
the patient with his instruments, or perhaps sooth- 
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ed him witli bis balstnis Mid cordiaiB, but dark as 
he was must ihe davkened man have femaiaed ; 
iiad il is^FCfi to with theUiiidiitsa of the under- 
steiditig. If thei^ te those among the Franks, 
^ho, toff the sake of worldly hiere, have astunied 
t)ie tiirban of the pn^et, and ifkllowed the Ipws 
ef Islam, ^iA their own ooiiflden0es be the Uame. 
Thtfmsdves sought ont the balt-^it wm not 
fltog to them Ij the Soldan. And when they 
shall hereafter be senteneed, as hypoerites, to the 
loweii gulph of hdl, below Chiiatiatt and Jew, 
magician and idolater, and condemned to eat the 
fiNiit-oif th^ tree Yacoum, which is the heads of 
deinoi^ii— to themsdves, not to the Soldan, shall 
fh^ gf!dlt and their pnniahment be attribated>— 
Wheiefcfte wdir, wilihout doubt or scruple, the 
vesture prepared fir ybU, dnee, if you proceed to 
the camp of Saladin, your own native dress will 
expose yoii to troublesome observation, and per- 
haps to insulf 

' *^ ffl go to the camp of Sahidin r said Sir Ken- 
neih, repeafoig the wordir of the Emir ; ^^ Alas ! 
am I a free i^eht, and rather must I no^ go where- 
ever your pleasure carries me ?^ 
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*( TUne dim ivill mdj gdidfe tbine oini:mft- 
tioofir uid the EniTy ^^ as freely as the viad 
whidi moveth the dust of the dflsat hi what di- 
ffttetioH it ehooMS. The aoUe enetiy wbd net, 
waA well nigh maaiered my sword* caiEiiiot become 
my aUve like him who has crouched beneath it- 
If wea}ih and powor would tempt thee to join our 
people^ I could ensure thy possessing them ;. bat 
the man who refused the farours of the SoUan, 
when the axe was at his head, will not, I tear^ 
now aooq^ them, when. Itdl him he has his feed 
choice.^ 

^' Complete your generosity, noble Emir,'' said 
Sir Kenneth, ^^ by forbearing to show me a mode 
of requdtal,; which conscience forbids me to com- 
ply with. Fecmit me rather to eaqpcesSf as bou^ 
in courtesy, my gralitude for this most duTslxous 
bounty, this undeserved generosity.'" 

'^ Say not undeserved,'' replied the Emir Ude- 
rim ; ^^ was it not through thy conversation^ and 
thy account of the beauties which grace the court 
of the Mdec Ric, that I ventured me thither in 
diEfguise, and thereby procured a sight the most 
blessed that I have ever enjoyed-*— 'that I eyer 
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•hAll enjoy, until the glories 6t Fatndme team on 
my eye» ?'* 

^^ I undcrslwd yon. not^^ said Sv K«iiBetb, co- 
louring alteinalely, and tuniing pale, as one who 
Ml that the conyersation was taking » tone of the 
most painful ddieacy. 

<^ Not HndeMtand me r exelatmed the Enlir. 
<' If the sight I saw in the tent of King Riehard 
escaped thine obeertation, I will account it duller 
than the ed^ of a buflfoon^s wooden falchion. 
True, theur wort under sentence of death at the 
time ; but, in my case, had my head been droppbg 
from the trunk, the last strained gluices of my 
eyeballs had distinguished with delight such a 
vision of loi^duiess, and the head would have 
rolled itself towards the incomparable houris, to 
kiss with its quivering lips the hem of their vest- 

# 

ments.-— Yonder n^alty of England, who for her 
superior loveliness deserves to be Queen of the 
univeise— what tenderness in her blue eye-^what 
lustre in her tresses of dishevelled gold I — ^By the 
tomb of the prophet, I scarce think that the 
houri who shall present to me the diamond-cup 
of immortality, will deserve so warm a caress. V^ 

15 
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'< Scracen,'' said Sir KetmeiB, stenily, ^ tboa 
speakert of the ^wife of Bichard of England, of 
whom men dunk not and 8pe$k not as a woman 
to be won, but M a Qucfen to -be revered.'' 

<< I cry you maxji* mA the Saraoen. << I had 
foigotten your superstitious reneration for the sex, 
whidi you consider rathar fit to be wondered at 
and worshipped, lihan wooed and posseftted. I war- 
ranty sinee thou exacteet suefa profound respect to 
yonder tender piece of fiaiky, whose every mo- 
tion, step, and kdc, bespeaks her very wenan, 
lesji than absolttte ^doratbn nniit wot be yidded 
to her of the dairk tresses, and nobly speaking eye. 
Shey indeed, I will aBow, hath in lier nehk port 
and nugeatic mien something at once pove and 
finn««yet Jtvm ahe, when pressed by ofq^rtuni^* 
and a fbrwiid kver, would, I wa«tnit thee, thank' 
Um in her heart, rather fdrtreatiilg her as amer- 
tal than as .i goddess*^ 

*^ Respect the kinswoman ef Coeur de Lien,'' 
said Sir Kenneth, in a tone of unrepnssad ai^^er. 

'^ Respect her I"" answeied.die Emir, in seem 
-^^^ by the Caaba» and if I do, it shall be rather 
as the bride of Saladfai.'' 

7 



TALES OF THE CEVSAPBtS. 909 



«( 



Th« infidel Soldw is imwonhy to ttlult 
even • spot that has been ]^KMd by tbe toH of 
Edith Fhntagenotr e^OtbrnoA the Cfadftmn, 
spmigiog from hie eouch* 

^«HaI what said the GiMor i^' eschiined the 
'Emm, laying bit hand on hie ^oniaid bilt> while 
Ua fimdiead gkirad Uke^an^^goiopfwr, and the 
musdes of his lipa uid cheeks wrought till aac^ 
Gnf) of bis baard'saemed to twist and screw ilss^ 
as if aKre wj$k instinetiYa wradi. But the Scot^ 
^sh Imi^t, who had stood the Uon-anger of Bioh- 
i0d> was unappalM at the tig!?r*Iihf mood of the 
diafed Savacen. 

^< Wba» I have seM*'" be replied, with folded 
anna aad dauntless lo^k, '^ I would maintain en 
fosi <^ borsebfKik agiuixi^ aU moirtak^ and woulii 
b^'it not the most meinoreble deedof iiiy lift to 
euHperifc it mlh my gopd bjpoad-sirprd ag^t a 
s«m of theee mkh^ and hodkinef"^ vm^g e( 

the sabre and poniard of the Eipir. 

The Saraeen jTs^oovered his pwp conqpoenre as 
the Cl^stMn sppke, «o fior e^ tp wi^idrav his 
hand Am his weapon> an if the notion bed been 
without meaning; but still^cimtinue^in dq^p ire. 

VOL. IV. O 
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T<< By the iBward of the prophet,"" he said, 
'< whidi is the key both "of HeaYen and HeQ, he 
little Taittes his own Hfe, brother, who uses the 
language thou dost ! Believe me, that were thine 
huads loose, as thou term^st it, one sin^e true be- 
lierer would find them so much to do, that thou 
woul^st soon wish thmn fettered again in manacles 
o^iron."** 

** Sooner would I wish them hewn off by the 
shoulder blades,"" replied Sir Kenneth. 

" Well. Thy hands are bound at present,'* said 
the Saracen, in a more amicable tone, ^^ bound 
by thine own gentle sense of courtesy, nor have -I 
any preseibt purpose of setting them at libefty. 
We have proved each other*s strength and cou^ 
rage ere now, and we may again meet in a fair 
field ; — and shame befal him who shall be the first 
to part firom his foeman ! But now we are firiends, 
and I look for aid from thee, rather than hard 
. terms or defiances.^ ( 

** We are firiends,"" repeated the knight ; and 
there was a pause, during'which the fiery Saracen 
paced the tent like the lion, who, after ^lent ir« 
ritation, is said to take that method of cooli&g the 
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distemperature of his Uood, ere he strstches hiiflh 
self to lepose in his den. The colder European 
remained unaltered in posture and aspect; yet 
he, doubtless, was abo engaged in subduing the 
angry fedings which had been so unexpectedly 
awakened. 

'< Let us reason of this calmly,^ said the Sara* 
cen ; '^ I am a physician, as thou know'^st, and it 
is written, that he who would have his wound 
eured, must not shrink when the leech probes and 
tents it. Seest thou, I am about to lay my finger 
on the sore. Thou lo vest this kinswoman of the 
Mdec Ric — ^Unfold the veil that shrouds thy 
thoughts-— or unfold it not if thou wilt, for mine 
eyes isee through its coverings.^^ 

*^ I hved her,^^ answered Sir Kenneth, after a 
pause, ** as man loves Heaven^s grace, and sued 
for her favour as for Heaven^s pardon.^ 

^' And you love her no longer?"* said the Sa^ 
racen. 

" Alas,"^ answered Sir Kenneth, ** I am no 
. longer worthy to love her.— I prithee cease this 
discourse— thy words are poniards to me.'^ 

^^ Pardon me but a moment,"* continued Ilder« 
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iii. *< When ihoit, a poor and-olMcuie 9QUUer« 
dUbt fo hcMj wA 86 higUy^ 6z ihme affxdcm^ 
tell me, h^itt tihou good hope of its issue F* 

«' Ixure «9dsls aqI wxlhsmt hope»^ fcftted the 
lin^^ ; '^.but none irss m nearly sBMl to ^ 
spaur, as that of the ssilor Bwimnung for lns3ife» 
iihot as he jaurmoonts bSlow n&atSOiofWf catches 
Iqr intervals .spme ^leam <^ the distant beapon, 
frhich shows hiifci there is land in a^hty llioiigh 

ibat he. shall M^rerieftchitr 

<< And no^»* said jldenm, ^^ these hopes are 
siink~that foJiMry %ht is quenched for ewr r^ 

<< For ey^,^ .answered Sir Kenneth^ in the tone 
<^an echo from the hosom of a ruined aepolehre. 

<' I^^Oiilil^*'' mi the Sacacen, '' tf idl thou 
laqkest wet^ some ,8udi distmk mataoiic g^nfise 
of happiness as tho^ jbudst fomerjy, tlqr heacen* 
l^t might ;be r^kufdledf thy :hq[^ fiAed Up fltin^ 
the ocean in which it has sunk, and thou thfisdf^ 
good kn^bt, ie6^;r^4 t9\^e emrciae and amuse- 
ment of nourish^g loYe upcm a di^t^ unmAi^^r 
tial as moonlight ; for, if ,^oM.sleod\)t tMmusaiw 
fair in reputation as ex^ ^ w wert^ she whom 
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AatL lev!C9t.witt nof jie tew tbe AiC«kev ^f 
priiien^ and the ekcted Mde o£ SiMw.'' 

«< I moiiU it to itood,'' said tbe Seot, '' ttd if Jt 
dUiiot-r-^'' 

Ht pt0pt ahost^ like. a iiito ipfa» i* nSoAi, at 
faMM^ng, imdier diaiaiataiicte vliidi dUliiot {Nfe- 
ink^his beiiig ^t to Ae teat. T]M^Sai4Miraiiu]od 
as he condoded the aentence. 
... '^Th0tt wottldat Gbdl^ii^ the fkddati^ to nti- 
gfe:eoaBbat?V 

<<^ A«d if I did^^ Bai4 Sir ]&si99«fch> haii^^ 
<* he yoidd aHJAert l»Afi fm n^ the heat tut- 
haia tfaht I him ooiiaha4.]iofta ait'V ^ 

«< Ay, bu# ai«thhik« 1^? »4shtjw09td U as t09 
ttnMpudarawde of perilling t^e ^^wifeof a i>>]f»l 
bride, and the event of M gaaat "w^f^ said d» 

.5' Heift^FhoaKBt^kln^i^ftotitof bi^tfe^'' 
fttiAtke faiighty id^^ea gfaMning nith the ideaa 
whidi Mlh a <hai#t iaapired. 

*' He has been efer firandtlMar arid Ilderioi ; 
*' xior iait hia mnt to tarn hb tmae^ head from 
any hrare ettoaunter.~Ail it waa net of the Set- 
dan that I meant to epeak. In a word, if it will 
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ooDieiit thee to be placed in soch reputatioii air 
may be attained by deteetion of the thief who 
stole the Banner of England, I can put thee in a 
fidr way of achieving this task — that is, if thou 
wilt be governed ; for vwhat says Lokman^ If the 
duld would walk, the nnrse must lead him — ^if 
die ignorant iroold understand, Ae wise must in- 
struct'* 

** And thou art wise, Ilderim^^ said the Scot, 
** wise though a Saracen, and genenras thoo^ an 
infideL I hare witnessed that thou art both. 
Take, then, the guidance of this matter ; and so 
thou ask nothing of me -contrary to my loyal^ 
and my Christian faith, I will obey thee pone* 
tnally. Do what diou hast said, and take my 
life when it is aooompHshed." 

" Listen thou to me, then,^ said the Saracen. 
** Thy noble hound is now recovered, by the 
blesmng of that divine medicine which healeth 
man and beast, and by his sagacity shall tbotse 
who assailed him be diseov^red.'" 

^' Ha r said the En^t,--'< methinks I com- 
prebend thee«— I was dull not to think of this ! — "^ 

<' But tell me,"" added the Emir, '' hast tboa 
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My foUow«n oipretoinerB in (be waf, by whom 
the snindal may be Vmoim ?^ 

*^ I diflmi^wtf'^ w4 Sir Kenneih, ^* my pl4 
attendant, thy patient, with a yarlet that waited 

■ 

on him» at the time when % expected to sufFer 
death, giving him letters for my firienda in Scot- 
land-^th«re are none other to whom the dog ii 
^familiar. Sut then my own person is well Ipiown 
.-— my yery- spe^eh. will beftray me, an a camp 
.wbeis^ I hnvf played no mean part for many 

% : *^ Both he and thou shall be ditgniaed, io 
tsB to escape eyen close eKamiriation»-rrI tell 

tbte,"" .said the. Siuracen,. *f that not thy brother 
-in arms^—not .tby biothar in blood— rshall dif- 

coTer thee, if thou be guided by my jeomisiria. 

Thou hast seen me do matters more difficult-«-*he 
'that can call the dying ftom the .darkness of the 
fshadow of deadi, can easily cast a jodist before the 
' eyes of <t]ie IiYittg* But mark me?— there is t^Hl 

the condition annexed -to this serviqe, thai theu 
.dehver a letter of Saladin to the Bieoe of the 

Melee Ric,.wliose.name is as diflkult to our.Ei^t- 
em tongue and lips, as her beauty is ddightful 

to our eyes.*** 
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Sir Kentieilt psased before he amwered, md 
ihe Saracen obaenring hia hedtatioB, demanded 
ei hiukf ^* if he feated to nndeHake this mes- 
aager 

<* Not if thef^ Wtt death in the execntion^i'' 
aaid Sir Kenneth ; ** I do hat pAuse to oonndcr 
Irhether it donrfsta with mj honour to bear the 
letter of the BM^ or irfth that of theXacfy 
EA&f to reeeiVe it fiom a heathen prince.^. 

^ By the head of Mahommed^ and by tlie ha- 
noar of a soldier— by the tomb at Mecca, and bjr 
the aonl c|f tey fiMlier,'* aaid the£mnr» ^ I swear 
to thee that Ae letter is mttten in ail hononr and 
napeet The aong of the nightingale wSlsooMr 
UjB^t Ae loae^boirer ehe lorea, than will ihe 
wetda of the Seldan offimd the ears of the lorely 
Bnawomim of EngfaauL'' 

" Then,'' said the knight, '' I will bear the 
(SeUan's tetter ftilhftilly, as if I were hb bom 
nmA ^^undentittiding, that beyond this simple 
act €i senice, whieh I will render with fideli^, 
fiom me of all men he can least expect mediation 
or adTiee in this his strange love«nit.^ 

<< Saladin is noUe,'' answered the Emirf ^ snd 
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win not spur a generous horse to a leap which he 
cannot achieve. — Come with me to my tent,^ he 
added, '* and thou shalt be presently equipped 
with a disguise as unsearchable as midnight ; so 
thou may^st walk the camp of the Nazarenes as if 
thou hadst on thy finger the signet of Gxaougi.^* 



fHlmt 



Perfaaps the Mine with Gjges. 
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CHAPTER Xr. 



A grain of dust 



Soiling our cup, will make our sense reject 
Fastidiously the draught which we did thirst for ; 
A rasted nail, placed near the faithful compass, 
Will sway it from the truth, and wreck the argosy. 
Eyen thus small cause of anger and disgust 
Will bfeak the bonds of amity 'mongst princes, 
And wreck their noblest purposes. 

The Crusade. 



The reader can now have little doubt who the 
Ethiojnan slave really was, with what purpose he 
had sought Richard^s camp, and wherefore and 
with what hope he now stood dose to the person 
of that monarch, as, surrounded by his yaliant 
peers of England and Normandy, Coeur de Lion 
stood on the summit of Saint George^s Mount, 
with the Banner of England by his^ side, borne by 
the most goodly person in the army, being his own 
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natural brother, Williaim with the Long Sword, 
Earl of Salisbury, the offspriog of Henry the Se- 
cond**!! amour with the celebrated Rosamond of 
Woodstock. 

From several expressions in the King^s conver- 
sation with Neville on the preceding day, the Nu- 
bian was left in anxious doubt whether his dis- 
guise had not been penetrated, especially as that 
the King seemed to be aware in what manner the 
agency of the dog was expected to discover the 
thief who stole the banner, although the circum- 
stance of such an animars having been wounded 
on the occasion, had been scarce mentioned in 
Bichard'^s presence. Nevertheless, as the King 
continued to treat him in no other manner than 
his exterior required, the Nubian remained un- 
certain whether he was or was not. discovered, 
and determined not to throw his disguise aiside 
voluntarily. 

MeanwhUe, the powers of the various cru- 
sa^ng princes, arrived under their royal and 
princely leaders, swept in long order around the 
base of the little mound ; and as those of each dif- 
finrent' country passed by, their commanders ad- 
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fmetd n step or two up die hill, imd-made it ag^ 
nti ei ccaaxteaj to Rid9»d and taliie Standaid of 
England, *^ in sign of regard and aauty,"" as tiw 
protocol of the ceremony heedfuUy ei^ne^taied k^ 
<* not oTsabjedion or vassabige.^ The iqpinftaal 
dignicatiesy who in those days yaikd not thtaf 
hannets to created- tihoig, bestowed on the Kiag 
and his symbol of coramaad their bleasuaqs instead 
of ofaeisanc^e. 

Thns the long ilea maiehed on, aiKljr cKmK 
iHislied as they were 1^ so niasy causes, appear* 
ed stffl an iron host, to whom the conquest of 
iPakaline might seem an eaay tadc The aA 
Aiers, inspired by the consciousness of nuiid 
atrctiglh, sat ereet la fhdr steel saddles, whib 
it seemed Aat the trumpets sounded jnore cheeii. 
Mly shxtt, and the steeds, re&cdied. by. rest 
asMl pio^epidsr,^ chnGed on the bit, and tvoddKi 
ground more proudly. On they passed^ .troop a£> 
tertreop, bamma ^«raig, qpeaffegUnxm^, plaiies 
dSBciiq^i in bng perapectivoi^i^ hostcoiapesad<f 
diffennt nations, ooAipIezioiis, languages, aimi^ 
and appearance^ but aU fired, for the time, witlk 
the holy yet romantic purpose of rescnmg the 
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treued daughter of J^ion from her dmddom, said 
BedaemiBg the stored earth, which more tihtoa meiu 
t«d had trodden, from die yoke of the onbdieviiig 
Pa^uL AsA it must he oifsed, that if, in eiha 
cixcumstttices, the qpecies of courtesy rendesed to 
tfafe Sing of RnglMfid by so m«ny wsKrinrs, Aom 
vliom he xdaimel no natttnil slIq^Ge» had in it 
s<anetlrag thiit mig^t hare been Iholight hiiBiiKao 
^g> yet the nutuse imd oause of the war was so 
fitted to bis prcsonineittly ohirabous <4^aeaeteP, 
and renowned fbats in arms, thsit i^aias, whidb 
might dsewhere have been nrged^ were there finr-f 
gotten, and the faraye did wiffing homi^ to ithe 
bravest, in an esqpeifition whevelJbetnost ondsunt* 
ed and energetic moorage was aecessaiy tpsuecess. 
The good King was seated on horseback about 
halfway np the Monnt, a morion on has head^ snr- 
moontedl^a crown, which left his manly featiicecl 
exposed to pubHc view, as, with obol aid oimsi4e« 
tale eye, he parused each t^uok as it passed'him, 
and returned the salntation of the l^Klers: His 
tunic was of sky-coloured velvet, covered with 
pliates of sSver, and his hose of crimson-siik, slash- 
ed with dbth of gold. By his side stood die sciem- 
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iog Ethioitton slave, holding the noUe dog in & 
leash, such as was used in wood*craft. It was a 
cacamstaDce which attracted no notice, for many 
of the princes of the crusade had introduced black 
daves into their household, in imitation of the 
barbarous splendour of the Saracens. Over the 
King'^s head streamed the larse folds of the ban* 
ner, and, as he looked to it from time to time, 
he seemed to regard a ceremony, indH&rent to 
himself personally, as important, when consider- 
ed as atoning an indignity offered to the king- 
dom which he ruled. In the back-ground, aiid 
on the very summit of the Mount, a wooden, tur- 
ret, earected for the otaision, held the Queen Be- 
rengaria and the principal ladies of the court 
To this the King looked from time to time, and 
then ever and anon his eyes were turned on the 
Nubian and the dog, but only when such leaders 
approached as, from circumstances of previous ill- 
will, he suspected o£ being accessairy to the theft 
of the standard, or whom he judged capable of a 
crime so mean. 

Thus, he didnotlook in that direction whenPhilip 
Augustus of France approached at the head of his 



TALES OF THK CRUSADERS. SS8 

splendid troops of Gallic chiviUry— -nay, he aiiti^ 
cipated the motions of the French -King, by de* 
scending the Mount as the latter came up the aa« 
cent, so that they met in the middle space, and 
blended their greetings so gracefblly , thatit appear- 
ed they met in fraternal equality. The sight <^ the 
two greatest princes in Europe, in rank at once and 
power, thus publicly avowing their concord, call- 
ed forth bursts of thundering acclaim from Ae 
crusading host at many miles^ distance, and made 
the roving Arab scouts of the desert alarm the 
camp of .Saladin with intelligence, that the army 
of the Christians was in motion. Yet who but 
the King of kings can read the hearts of mo- 
narchs ? Under this smooth show of courtesy, 
Bichard nourished displeasure and suspicion 
against Phdip, and PhiHp meditated withdrawing 
himself and his host from the army of the Cross, 
and leaving Richard to accomplish or finl in the 
enterprize wiA his own unassisted forces. 

• Richard^s demeanour was dSflferent when the 
dark-armed knights and squires of the Temple 
chivalry approached — men with countenances 
bronzed to Asiatic blackness by the suns of Pa- 

8 
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ImliaB, wad die idoiinUe stole ci wham bones 
mi ^powmpciits ftr siiqMMiged even that of the 
dhPMDiMttiwpsofFnaGeaiidEos^Laiid. TJieKing 
mit s liisty gUnspe 4vnd^ bvu the Nubjm stood 
quiets wo4 \m tnis^ 4pg set at bis feet, watdung 
wMi • Siemens ytf plessed laok, the naaSfs 
^bich mv |il«0ed heSnie Aeff . Tbe King's look 
tpoied ^ffin on the «^TehDi}s Templeis, as the 
Gnui4 M^ster^ i|Tailiiiif bimfuif ef his mingled 
ehacioteri baitoyed Up benefiction on liichard 
m a ]^rie«t, i^tif^ of doing him leverenoe as a 

^ The ^ispiiw^ «^d amphlbions cpntiff puis 
the nionk iqwp mfs,"" said Hi^haid to jthe £arl of 
Salifdbniy* ^^ Bj«^» I^ong^Siroxd^ we fiU liet it 
pai^p A punctilio nii^&t not lq«e CMst/endom dis 
serinkWief l4iiw e||ievJ0Be^ hipfoes^ teqimse their 
Tjotpnes h$¥e i^mden^ them oir^veening* — Lo 
j^ih b«ce €W)e0<p^ ^smliamfc adTimvry the Diuke 
of Austija^nHooiirik h]« ffwi^ 
Sivoid^-'^'^uid thon, liliihian, let thie iMXfpi ha?e 
IhU view 1^ bim^ By Bm^feuy be bri*g$ hv buC- 
Imis aIoj^ jiriih 1mm r 

12 . 
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In faci, vhelher ftom iMbit, or, whidi is more 
likely, to indmate ecmtempt <^ the ceremoiikil he 
vaa sboat to eomply widi, Leiqiokl waa attended 
by his spruch-sprecher and hisjeater, and as he 
advaneed tonrarda Rii^rd, he whistled in whai he 
wished to be ccmsidered as an indifierent mannei^ 
though his heavy fbatiiree evinced t|^ suyenness, 
mixed with, the fear,' with which a tnuoil school- 
boy may be seen to approach bis master. As the 
nhictant. dignitary made, with discomposed arid 
sulky look, .the. obrisance zeqnifed, ihe'^pruck^ 
sprecher shook his batton, and proclaimed like a 
herald, that, in what he waa now doing, die Arch- 
Diike of Austria was not to bo held derogating 
firom the rank and privikjgsa of a sovereign piinee ; 
to which the jester answered with a sonorous amen^ 
which provfdced much lau^ter among the by^ 

slanders. 

'. King Bichard looked more than once at the Nu- 
bian and hia dog ; but Reformer moved not, nor 
did the latter strain at the leash, so that Richard 
said to the slave with some scorn, ^^ Thy success 
in this enterprise, my sable friend, evdn though 

• • VOL. IV. - P 
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tbott bast brotti^t thy hovttd'B Mgacity to back 
tblM Dinif 'vill not, Iftacypkcethfiehii^mtiie 
ymk •£ wisarda, Of ittudi . augtoeni diy mefits to- 
wavds 0iur peBMA.'* 

Tba Nubian woMweudf as usiaal^ only by a loww 
ly abtiaanca* 

MfaBtima tbe troops of tbe Maiqiiia of Moitt- 
senatv nsi^' passed, im osdcr, befinct .the Eiiig.4if 
£9gbUid. Tbat poiKiar&lAwd loly.bsiasi^ tOiWOfia 
tbe gBsatcr dbflay of his fiiree% had divided tbem 
into two bodies* .Alihelifiad of die fiiatt odnaiati' 
ing. of his .vassals I and foUoness^ and leyied from 
bis Syrisn posstonoBs^ oaMS his biotber ^Sngaer. 
raad« and hct himself fbUowed, leading an a gal* 
lent band of tmdve huoffred Stradiets^ a hhid of 
light! caYalcy caised by the ISesyetians in their Dtii^ 
matian.posseasiottSt .pod at idndb tbqr had an< 
trusted the command to the Marquis, wiA vbem 
tbo republic bad many bonds of connexion. These 
Stnidiots were dotbed in a fashisBi pastly £ato* 
psan^ but partaldng chiefly of the £astan &shion« 
They wore» indeed» short hauberks, but bad oyer 
them parti-coloured tunics of rich stufEs, with laige 
wide pantaloons and half-boots. On their heads 
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were stnaght uptight cftps^ nmilar to those of the 
Gimbiy and diey eifried 0m«U loimd ttt'getS) bows 
«Dd anowsj sdmitars und poiiUTds« Tliey were 
laottiited on horses, carefiilly sdectedi «nd wdl 
i^ui^Mned at the expense of the Stale of Venice ; 
their saddles and appointments reeemblad those 
of the Tudcs, and they rode in the same SMkimer^ 
with short stitrups and upon a high seat These 
troops were of great use m skirmishing with the 
Arabs, though unable to engage in dose eonfliet, 
like the iion^shealhed men-at-arms^f Western 
and Northern Europe^ 

Befinie tibis goodly band came Conrade, in the 
same garb with the Stradiots, but of sudi rich 
stuff that he seemed to blase with gdd and alver^ 
and the miOc-white plume ftstened in his cap by 
a dasp of diamonds^ seemed tall enough to sweep 
the clonds.^ The noble steed which be reined 
bounded and caracoled, and displayed his spirit 
and agility in a manUer wfaioh might bare trou- 
bled a less admirable horseman than the Matquis, 
who gracefully tmled him with the onehand, while 
the other dis{dayed the batton, whose predomi- 
nmcy over the ranks which he led seemed equally 
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aimkite* Y«t bifi auUKNtky over the Stradiots 
was OKWO in ^bow than in substance; for there pa^- 
ced beside him» on an ambUng palfrey of soberest 
mood, a little t>ld man, dressed endrely in black, 
wilhoa) beard or moostaches, and having an apb- 
pearanoe allog^her.mean and insignificant, when 
oompaeed with the hlaae of splendour aroundhiai. 
But this meajft-looking old man was one of those 
deputies whom the V^ietian govenun^it sent into 
camps to overlook the conduct of the generals to 
whom the leading was consigned, and to maintain 
that jealous syst^n of espial and. control, which 
hud long distinguished the policy of the republic. 

Conrade, who, by cultivating Bichard^s.ha-^ 
mour, had attained a certain degree of favour 
with him* no sooner was com^ within his ken than 
die King of Eng^d descended a step or two to 
meet him, exdaiming, at the same time, '^ Ha, 
Lord Marquis, thou at the head (^ the fleet £&- 
tradiots, and thy black shadow attrading thee ai 
usual, wheAer the sun shines or not ! — ^May not 
one adc thee whether the rule of the troops le- 
maii^s with the shadow or the substance ?^ 

Conrade was commencing his reply with a smile j 
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when RoswiU, uttering a furious and savage yel), 
sprung forward. The Nubian, at the same tone; 
sKpped the leash, and the hound rushing on, leapt 
upon Conrade^s noble eharger, and seizing the 
Marquis by the throat, pulled him down from the 
saddle. The plumed rider lay rolling on the sand^ 
and the frightened horse fled in wild career through 
the camp. 

*' Thy hound hath pulled down the right 
quarry, I warrant him — ^ said the King to the Nu- 
hian, ** andlvow to Saint Greoige he is a stag of 
ten tynes! — Pluck the dog off, lest he throttle 
him.*" 

The Ethiopian, accordingly, though not with* 
out difficulty, diseikgaged the dog from Conrade,' 
and fastened him up i^dll highly exdted, and 
struggling in the leash. Meanwhile many crowded 
to the spot, especially followers of Conrade, and 
officers of the Stradiots, who, as they saw their 
leader lie gazing wildly on the sky, raised him up 
amid a tumultuary cry of— ^" Cut the slave and his 
hound to pieces !'* 

But the voice of Richard, loud anH sonorous, 
Was heard clear above all other exclamations,— 
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<^ He dies Iilie4^liwb# injures tlielieiuid! He 
hatk but done his da^» after the saj^^ mt& 
which God and qst^r^ have epd(>«ed thcr braVe 
ammaL*^^t«Qd fo^ard for a fake ^tor^ thou 
Cenrade, Earl of Monts^at ! | i^lpeaoh ihee (^ 
treason.^ 

Seycn^ of tbe Sfmfx leaders bad npw 0>Bie up» 
and Comrade, vexation, and diame, and ooqfb^ion 
a^i^ling with paasioi^ in bi^ mapper and voice, 
esp^ainoed, <' What n^eans tbl^ P-tr-Witb what am 
I charged ?— -Why ^ base w»ge» and ^hesc i^ 
Ifioadifiil tenm ?— Is ibis tbo league of coQixad 
which Engknd renewed but so lately ?'^ 

** Are the Piincesof the Crusade turned hares 
or deers in the eyes of King Bxchanl, that he 
should slip hounds on fbem ^^ aaid tb^ sepulchral 
voice of the Grand Master of the Tempbirs. 

<^ It must be som^ wild acddent-HBome flital 
mistake—'' siud Philip of Fran^pei, who rode up at 
the same moment. 

'' Some deodt of the Enemy,"" said the Arch- 
bishop of Tyre. 
'' A stratagem of the ^anicens,'' qpied Heaiy 



n 
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of C!hMl|wgiio.<^^^ It were wdl lo bang up the 
dog» imd put die flkve (o the tinrture,'" 

'< I^t u'o msa lay hiilHl upoB tbem,^ aeid Rich- 
ard) -^ U he IoTe« hie own life.-**Coiimde^ ateiid 
fiirlh^ if thou darest, and deny the aeciMatiaii 
which this mute animal baA ill his ndhle huttnet 
brought against thee, of h^ory done lo him^ and 
fi>ul fiootn to Enghnd ? -^ 

^^ I never touched the baonar,^ said Comade» 
hastily. 

'' Thy words betray thee, Cenrad^r siidBidW 
ard ; *^ for how didst thou know, sare from am* 
scious guilt, that the question is oonceniing the 
banner?'' 

** Hast thou then not Jtepk the camp in turmoil 
on t^ alid no other score i'"' answered Conrada; 
^^ and dost thou itopHte to a prince and an aHy a 
qRiQl&, which, after $li^ was prdbnUy committed 
by some j^altry ftlon for the salce of the goU 
thread? Orwould'st thou now impeaoh a oon* 
federi^ on the Credit df a di)g r 

By this time the alarm was becoming general, 
so that Philip of France inierpesed. 

** Princes and noUeSy'" he said, '^ you speak in 
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pDeeenoe of those whofe swords will soon be at the 
throats of each other, if they hear their leaders at 
such terms together. In the name of Heaven, let 
us draw off, eaeh his own troops, into th^ sepa-^ 
rate cpuoters, and oursdTes meet an hour hence 
in the Pavilion of Council, to take some ord^ in 
this new state of confaaion.^. 

'' Content,'' said King Richard, ^< though I 
should have liked to have interrogated that cai- 
tilT while his gay doublet was yet besmiiehed 
with sand— But the pleasure of France shall be 
ovrs in thb matter.'* 

The leaders separated *as was proposed, eaeh 
prince placing himself at the head of his own for- 
ces ; and then was heard on all sides the crying 
of.waiMTies, and the sounding of gathering-notes 
upon bogles and trumpets, by which the difibrent 
stragglerB were summoned to thm prince's ban* 
ner; and the troops were shortly seen in motion, 
each takmg different routes through the camp to 
their own quarters. But although any immediate 
act of violence was <hns prevented, yet the acci- 
dent which had taken place dwdt on every mind ; 
jind thofe foreigners, who had that morning hail- 
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ed Richaid as the worthiest to lead their arm jr» 
now resumed their prejudices against his pride 
and intolerance, while the English, conceiTing the 
honour of tbm country connected with the quar« 
rel, of which yarious reports had gone about, con- 
sidered the natives of other countries jealous of 
the &me of England and her Song, and disposed 
to un^rmine it by the meanest 'arts of intrigue. 
Many and various were the rumours spread upon . 
the occasion, and there was one which averred 
that the Queen and her ladies had been much 
alarmed by the tumult, and that one of them had - 
swooned. 

The council assembled at the appointed hour. 
Conrade had in the meanwhile laid aside his dis- 
honoured dress, and with it the shame and confu- 
sion which, in spite of his talents and promptitude, 
had at first overwhelmed him, owing to the strange- 
ness of the accident, and suddenness of the accu- 
sation. He was now robed like a prince, and en- 
tered the council-chamber attended by the Arch- 
Duke of Austria, the Grand Masters both of the 
Temple and of the Order of Saint John, and se- 
veral other potentates, who made a show of sup- 



USt TAIJES OF THK CftUSASBES. 

poitkig him aBddcfendutg his cause, <flBefl]r pet- 
hqps from politieal motives, or becttusto they them-* 
s«breB nourish^ a personal enmily against Rich-* 

aid* 

This appearance of omon in favour of Convade 
was fiff from influenoing the Kisfg of Bnglandi 
He enteved the council with his usual indiibrefeiee 
of manner^ and in the same dipessia which-te had 
just alighted firom borsebaob. He cast a oardeds 
and somewhat scoinfui ghnce on the leaders, who 
had with stadied affSectation' amanged themselves 
around Comrade, as if owning his cause, and in 
the most direct terms charged Conrade of M<»it- 
serxat-with having stolen the Banner of England, 
and wounded the faithful animal who stood in its 
defence. 

Conrade arose boldly to answer^ andin desple, 
as he expressed himself, of man and brute, long 
or dQg» avouched his innocence of the crime char- 
ged, ' 

'' Brother of EngUmd,'' said Philip, who will- 
in|^y assumed the character of maderator of Ae 
assembly, ** this is anupuaual impeachment W^ 
do not hear you avouch your ow^ kmml^e of 
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this matter, fiurtber than your belief seaCiDg upoa 
the demeanour of this bound towards the ItAaxtfm 
of lloxitserrat. Suapely the word of a knight and 
a prince should bear him out against the barkbg 
of a cur ?^ 

^' Royal brother)'' retunifd Biebard, '< roodBeet 
that the Almighty, who gave the dog to be com^ 
pamon of ^ur pteaaures and our iwk^ hath mvest- 
ed him with a nature noble and ineiyatAe of de^ 
^U He forgiata neither Mend nor foeN*^remem« 
bers, and ififcb aecauracy, both bensAt and iiqury. 
He hath a share of man's ustelligenee, but no 
ehare of man's falsehood* You will bribe a 8(d« 
dier to slay a man with his sword, or a ^tness to 
take life by false aocusati(w; but you eamiot 
make a hound taar his benefiictoi^-rhe is thefiri«id 
of man, save when man justly iiiffii his enmity. 
Press yonder Marquis in what peaeoek-rohes you 
will'^-difigaise his appearwce«<^alter hia com. 
pleidon with drugs and wasbes<--Jbide him mnidst 
an hundred men^*^I will yet pawn my sceptre that 
^ hound det€»(^ him* and expipesses hia resent* 
ment as yiNu ha^e. this day beheld^ This k no 
new incident, although a stoange one^ Murderers 
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and robbers have been, ere now, convicted, and 
•offered death under such evidence, and men have 
aaid th^t the finger of Crod was in it. In thine 
own latid, royal brother, and upon such an occa- 
sion, the matter was tried by a solemn dueV be- 
twixt the man and the dog, as appellant and de- 
fendant in a challenge of murder. ^ The dog was 
victorious, the man was ptmished, and the crime 
was conifessed. ^ Credit me, royal ^brother, that 
hidden ^crimes have often- 6een' brought to light 
by the testauioity even of.inttcdiiiale sutiBtances, 
not to mention animals fiur' inferior in -instinctive 
sagadty'to the dog, who is thefiiend and com- 
panion of our race.^ ' ■ 

** Sudi a duel there hath indeed been, royal 
brother,"^- answred Philip, ** and that in the 
reign of one oflRr predecessors, to whom God be 
gracious. But it was in the cdden time, nor can 
we hold it « precedent fitting for this occasion. 
The defendant in that case was a private gentle- 
man, of small rank or respect ; bis ofi^ndve wea- 
pons were only a dub, his defensive a leadieni 
jerkin. But we cannot degrade a prince to rude 
arms, or such a combat.*^ 
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*^ I iMtver meant that, you ibould,'" said 
Richard ; ^* it were foul play to haiard the good 
hound's life i^ainst that of such a double*faced 
traitor as this Conrade hath' proved himself. But 
there lies our own gloye-— we appeal him to the 
combat in respect of the.eyidence we.teought forth 
against him — A ki^g*, at least; is more' than the 
mate of a marquis/' 

' Comrade m^ie no hasty effort to seiae on the 
pledge which Richard cast into thc^kniddle of the 
assembly, and King Philip had jkimc[ to reply » ere 
the Marquis made a motion to lift the glove. 

'^^ A kingy"^ said he of France, ^' is as inuch 
more than matoh for the Marquis Conradcr as a 
dog would be less. Royal Richard, this cannot 
be permitted. You are the leader of our expedi* 
tion — ^the swprd and buckler of Ghristendom.'' 

^^ I protest against such a combat,'" said the 
Venetian proveditore, *^ until the King of Eng- 
land shall have repaid the fifty thousand bezants 
which he is indebted to the republic* It is enough 
to be threatened with loss of our debt, should our 
debtor fall by the. hands of the Pagans, without 
the additional risk of his being slain an brawls 
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MMngsft Cb'ritliaBSy coiieemiiig dogt ftnd ban* 

<^ And I)^ laid WiUiam with the Long Swotd^ 
Earl of SalkboTy, >' protest fai my tnm i^ailist 
my Toyal brother perillmg his life, which is the 
propertir of the people of England^ in such i 
cauae.^-*Here) noUe brotheri i^eeire back your 
glove, and think only as if the wind had Uown it 
from yonr hand. Mine shall lie in its stead. A 
king^s son, though with the bar sinister on his 
shield) is at least a matdi for tins mannotet of a 
marcpis^^ 

<* Prkces and nobles,^ said Comrade, << I will 
not aoc^t of King Richard^s defiance. He hath 
been chosen our leader against the Saracens, and 
if his conscience can answer the accusation of 
provoking an ally to the fidd on a quarrel so fri- 
volous, mine, i^ least, cankiot endure the reproach 
of accepting it. But touching his baistard brother, 
William of Woodstock, or against any other who 
sball^ adopt, or shall dare to stand godfather to 
this most false charge, I will defend my honour in 
the lists, and prove whomsoever impeaches it a 
false liar."^ 



<^ 
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«' The Marquii of Montflemii,^ said the Arch- 
Usbop 4»f Tyie^ '^ hath gpdcen like a wise and 
moderate g«itlemaki ; and methjnks this contro- 
verqr might, without dishonour to any party, end 
at this pc^Bt.** 

<^ Methinks it might so terminate,^ said the 
King^of France, V provided Kbg Bidiard will 
recal his accusation, as made upon orer dight 
grounds.^ 

Philip of Fi>«nce/^ answered Cceur de Lion, 

my words ihall nevet do my thoughts so much 
injury. I have ch«rged yonder Conrade as a thief^ 
who, under cloud, of night, stole fix>m its place 
the emblem of England's dignity. I still believe 
and cbarge him to be such ; and when a day is 
appointed fi»r the combat,^ doubt not that, since 
Conrade declines to meet us in peifto, I will find 
a champion to appear in support of my challenge ; 
for thou, William» must not thrust thy long sword 
into this (^rrel without our special Kcenoe."* 

<< Since my rank makes me arbiter in this most 
unhappy matter,^ said Philip of France, <^ I ap^ 
point the fifth day from hence fbr the decision 
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theroDf, by way of eombat, aooorduig to kiii^tly 
ttscge-^Richaid, King of England, to appear by 
his cbampi^n as appellant, and Cobrade, MarquiB 
of MoHtserrat, in bis own person,, as defendant 
Yet I own, I know not where to ind neutral 
ground where such a quarrel may be fo^i^ out; 
for it most not be in the neighjbettrhood of this 
camp, where the adLdiers would mdco faOtion on 
the diflerent sides.^ 

«< It were well,^ said Richard, ^* to apply to 
the generosity of the royal Saladin, since, heathen 
as he is, I have never known knight more folfill- 
ed of nobleness, or to whpse good faith we may 
so peremptorily intrust ourselyes. I speak thus 
fi>r those who may be doubtful of mishap*— for 
myself, wherever I see my foe, I make that spot 
my battle-grottnd.^ 

, <^ Be it 80,^^ said Philip ; ^^ we will make this 
matter known to Saladin, although it be showing 
to $31 enemy the unl^ppy spirit of disQord which 
we would willingly- hide from even ourselves, weve 
it possible* Meanwhile, I dismiss this assemUy, 
and charge you all, as Christian men and oqUe 
knights, that ye let this unhappy feud breed no 

13 
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fiurther brawling in the camp, but regard it m a 
thing solemnly referred to the judgment of God, 
to vhoin each of you should pray that he will 

to 

dispose of Tictory in the combat according to the 
truth of the quarrel ; and therewith may His will 
be done i"" 

'< Amen, amen r was answered on all sides ; 
while the Templar whispered the Marquis, '^ Con* 
rade, wilt thou not add a petition to be delivered 
from the power of the dog, as the Psalmist hath 
it?'' 

^^ Peace thou,'' replied tHe Marquis ; '^ there is 
a revealing demon abroad, which may report, 
amongst other tidings, how far thou dost carry the 
motto of thy order— /Vm^wr Z^." 

^' Thou "wilt stand the brunt of challenge ?" 
said the Templar. 

^< Doubt me not," said Comrade. *^ I would 
not, indeed^ have willingly met the iron arm of 
Bichard himself, and I shame not to confess that 
I ngoice to be free of his encounter. But, from 
his bastard brother downward, the man breathei 
not in his ranks wlN>m I fear to: meet." 

VOL. IV. a 
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^ It 18 wdl yon axe so ccmfident,^ condnned 
llie Tenqpltt ; '* and in that case, the fangi of 
yo&der hoaad have done more to dksolve this 
latgoe'of princes, dian either thy devices, or the 
dagger of the Char^te. Seest thou how, under 
a brow studiously overclouded, Philip caomot con- 
ceal the satisfaction which he feels at the proqpect 
of release ftom the fklliasce which sat so hea,ry oa 
him ? Mark bow Henry of Champagne smiles to 
hizaself, like a sparkling goblet of his own wine— 
and see the chuckling delight of Austria, who 
thinks his quarr^ is thoat to be aYcsiged, without 
risk or trouble of his own« Hush, he approaches.— *- 
A most grievous chance, most royal Austria, that 
these breaches in the walls of our Zion — ^-^ 

^ If thou meanest this crusade^'' replied the 
Duke, *^ I would it were crumbled to pieces, and 
«sch wiese safe at home. — ^I speak this in confi- 
dence.^^ 

<< Bnt^"" said the Marquis of Montsenat, <^ to 
think this disunion should be made by the hands 
of King Eichard, £ox whose pleasure we have been 
contentedio endure so much, and to whom we ha?e 
been as submissive as slaves to a master, in hopes 
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thtt he woqU mcf hui tiioni against oar enettii6s, 
mstead of exercmng it vepin bur fHends !" 

'^ I 6ee not that h« is so much more valorouB 
than ^tfaen,"* said iheAreh-Dodte. ^^IfaelMP^e^had 
tfa« noble Marquia met him in the Bflts, he wouH 
hare hod the better ; for, though the ielattder deals 
heavy blows ^th the pote-axe, he is not so very 
dexterous with the hince. I should hare cared 
little to hive met him myself on our M quanrel, 
had the weal of Christendom permitted two sove- 
reign princes to breathe themselves in the Hsts 
— And if thou desirest it, noble Marquis, I will 
myself be your godifio^er in this oombiat.*' 
^ And I also," said the Grand Master. 
^ ComO) then, and take your nooning in our 
tent, noble sirs,^ said the Duke, *^ and we^ll speak 
of this business, over some right nierensieinJ^ 
They entend together accordingly. 
<< What said our patron and these great Iblks to- 
gether ?^ said Jonas Schwanker to his companion, 
the sprueh-sprecherj who had used the iVeedom 
to press hig^ to his master wl^en the council was 
dismissed, while the jester waited at a more re- 
spectful dutanee. 
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*' Servant of FoUj,'" said the sprudh-^pretherf 
" moderate thy curiosity — ^it beseems not that I 
should tell to thee the councils of our master.^* 

^' Man of wisdom, you mistake,^ answered Jo- 
nas ; *' we are both the constant attendants on 
our patron, and it concerns us alike to know whe- 
ther thou or I — Wisdom or Folly — have the 
deeper interest in him.^ 

'^He told to the Marquis,^ answered the spmch-^ 
sprechery <' and to the Grand Master, that he was 
aweary of these wars, and would be glad he was 
s^e at home,*" 

*^ That ii a drawn cast, and counts for nothing 
in the game,^ said the jester ; ^^ it was most wise 
to think thus, but great folly to tell it to othen^— 
proceed.^ 

*^ Ha, hem T sftid the spruch-sprecher ; ^^ he 
next said to them, that Hichard was not more va- 
lorous than others, or over dexterous in the tilt- 
yard;' 

" Woodcock of my side,'' said Schwanker ; 
" this was egr^ous folly. What next ?^ 

^^ Nay, I am something oblivious,"" replied the 
man of wisdom—*' he invited them to a goblet 
of nieremtein.'^ 
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** That hath a show of wisdom in it,^ said Jonas, 
^* thou may'st mark it to thy credit in the mean- 
time; but an he drink too much, as is most likely, 
I will have it pass to mine. Anything more ?^ 

^' Nothing worth memory,^ answered the ora- 
tor, ** only he wished he had taken the occasion 
to meet Richard in the lists.^ 

*' Out upon it— out upon it !^ said Jonas-— 
*^ this is such dotage of folly, that I am well nigh 
ashamed of wjjoning the game by it — ^Neverthe- 
less, fool as he is, we will follow him, most sage 
sprudi^sprechery and have our share of the wine 
of nier€nHeinJ** 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Yet tliii inoonstaacj is tuchy 
At Aoa t0o shah adore I 

I QDold aet kne Iheih Iwfi a^ npMb> 
LoTed I not hoooor more. 



commimded the Nubian to be broi^^ite Iwfegft Mm* 
He entered with his usual ceremonial leverenoe^ 
and, having prostrated himself, remained standing 
before the King, in the attitude of a slave await- 
ing the orders of his master. It was perhaps well 
for him, that the preservation of his character re- 
quired his eyes to be Gzed on the ground, since 
the keen glance with which Richard for some time 
surveyed him in silence, would, if folly aicoun- 
tered, have been difficult to sustain. 

^' Thou canst well of wood-crafi;,^ said the 
King, after a pause, " and hast started thy game 
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tod broogbt bim to bay, as Mj as if Trtttrem 
bimfldUrhad taught thee. Bttt tbiB is not all— be 
must be brougbt down at force. I myself would 
hare bked to bave levelled my bunting-spear at 
bim. Tbere are, it seems, respects wbich prerent 
lifais. Tbou art about to return to tbe camp of tbi^ 
Soldan, bearing a letter, requixing of bis courtesy 
to appoint neutral ground fi>r ibis deed of cbi« 
valry, and, sbould it consist mA bis pleasure, 
to c<mcQr mA us in witnessing it Now, spedt- 
ing conjectorally, we tbink tbou nogbt'^st find in 
tbat camp some cavafier, wbo, tat tbe Ivre of 
mitb, and bis owi^ augmentalion of bofltour, will 
-do battle witb tins saane traitor of Montsetmt.^ 

Tbe Nubian raised bis eyes and fixed tbem on 
tbe King witb a look of eager ardour; tboi raised 
tbem to Heayen with such solemn gratitude, ihat 
tbe water soon glistened ill tbem— then bent bis 
bead, as affirming n^hat Bicbard desired, and re^ 
sumed bis usual posture of submissive attrition. 

" It is weU,*" sftid the King ; " and 1 see thy 
desire to oblige me in this matter. And herein, I 
must needs say, lies the excellence. 4^ such a sier- 
vant as thou, who hast not spee^ either todebate 
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our poipote, or to require expUaatioB of what we 
bare determined An Ei^^h 6erring-in«iy in 
thy pI«oe> had given me his dogged advice to 
trust the combat with some good lance ot my 
household, who^ from my brother Longsword 
downwazdsy are all on fire to do battle in my 
cause ; and a chattering Frenchman had made a 
thousand attempts to discover wherefore I look 
for a champoB &€m the camp of 4he infidels. 
But thou» my silent agent> canst do mine errand 
without questioning or comprehending it ; with 
thee to hear is to obey.*^ 

A bend of the body, and a genuflection, were 
the apprc^ate answer of the Ethiopian to these 
observations. . 

** And now to another point>^^ said the King, 
and speaking suddmly and rapidly.— ^^ Have you 
yet se^ Edith Plantageiiet ?'' 

The mute looked up as in the act of being 
about to speak, — ^nay, his lips had begun to utter 
a distinct n€gative,--*when the abortive attempt 
died away in the imperfect murmurs of the dumb. 

« Why, lo you there r said the King. " The 
ve^y sound of ^^ name of a royal maiden^ of 
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beauty so surpMsiiig as that of our loydy cou* 
ttn» seems to have power enong^ well nigh to 
make the dumb speak. What miracles then might 
h^r eye work upon sudi a sulgect ! I will make 
the experiment, fiiend slave. Thou shalt see this 
choice beauty gi our courts and do the errand of 
the princely Soldan.*' 

Again a joyful glance-^^ain a genuflection^ 
but, as he arose, the King laid his hand heavily 
on his shoulder, and proceeded with stem gravity 
thus. — ^^ Let mo in oo^e thing warn you, my saUs 
envoy. Even if thou should'^st feel that the kindly 
influence of her, whom thou art soon to behold, 
should loosen the bonds of thy tcmgue, presently 
imprisoned, as the good Soldan expresses it, with- 
in the ivory walls of its castle, beware how thou 
changest thy taciturn character, or utterest a word 
in her presence, even if thy powers of utterance 
were to be muaculously restcnred. BeUeve me, that 
I should have thy tongue extracted by the roots, 
and its ivory palaoe, that is, I presume, its range 
of teeth, drawn out one by one. Wherefore, be 
wise and silent stilL^' 

The Nubian, so soon as the King had removed 
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Vm bmwj gratp ftom his dioiildcr, b»t his head, 
•ad laid his hMvt on his lips, m token of akmt 



Bnt Bichaxd sgna kid his hand on him msro 
gsndjt and added, '^ Thisbditsive ky on ibe^ 
aaonadaTOL Wsvt thm knightand genilMuai, 
we would require thine lionoiur in jiledge ef thy 
Mlsnrc^ which is 000 Mptaat oonditieR of our 
preaant tmst^ 

The Edttopiaa niasd his body pimidly, and 
looked fall aft the King, aMd kid hk xigl&t luMi 
en hk heart 

Ridunrd than sununmned hk dhamberkdn. 

^ Go, Neville^'' he said, '' with Ais sk^e^ to 
the tent dt our f oyal eonso^ and say it k oof 
pkasore that he harre an anffienoe— a privato au- 
dia(io»-«^»fouYceiuinB^Uth. He k ehaigedirith 
a eonuniimn to bev. Thou canst show him the 
way alio, in ease he reqniNs thy goidanoe^ thoi^ 
than nnrfr'st hare obssraed U is vondeiliAhew fii- 
mUiar he afaready seems toh& with the purlieus of 
our oamp^^^And thou, too, fiiend Etfaiop,^ the 
King continued, ^* what thou deest do qmddy, 
and return hilM within the half hew.'' 
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*^ I stwid ikmtni^, thcmgkt tlK loiniiig 
Nubtii^ ai, iritk dowaoMt looks luid Iblded mam^ 
h^ followed the bitty Biride of Not ille fowwdo tkt 
Itnt of Queen Bercngeria^-*^^ I stand undodbe- 
edljf dfaooyered and iinfnkhd to King Ridund; 
yel I caottoi pereeiYe that his lesemmmt is hot 
againatmew If I nodecstand bis wnrdt) and tarefy 
it is iBi]M»iiUe to mkiaterpiei them, hegiTee me 
n nefale'chanoe of icdeeming my faoDonr upon the 
cMtt of tina Aim Marqnia, whoaa goilt I read in 
U» ora^cat ^e and qjaivaing lip, when ffae diaige 
waa made againat him.*-*Boftw«l, fiuthftitty hait 
thou aei ved tivy maatcr, and moat deariy thall thy 
meong be nTenged l«-<*Biit what ia the meaning of 
my praaent fermiinian to loalc npoa her, udmn I 
biad jdeqadied oTer to see again ?— ^And why <» 
bow caa the royti Fbmtagenet cenaant that I 
dKMild aeo Ua dltine IdnawomaQ, either aa the 
mcaaoiger of the heathen SalaiEn, et as the gnttty 
cpsile whom he so ktety expelled from hia eamp-* 
bia audndeua a^wal of the aflfoetfon wbtch is 
hir pcide^ being the greatest enbaneement of 
bis. guilt? TbatBichaid shenld oanaent to ber 
leeeivkig a letter fiiem an; ii^del lover, hy die 
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hawb of one of such disproportioiied rank, are 
either of them drcumsteiioes equally incredible, 
and, at die same time, inconsistent ynik each 
other. But AicharcU when unmoved hy hia 
heady passions, is liberal, generous, and truly 
noUe, and as such I will deal with him, and act 
according to his instructions, diiect or implied, 
seeking to know no more than may gradually un- 
fiold itself without my officious inquixy. To Mm 
who has given me ao brave an cppartatdty to vin- 
dicate my taxnished honour, I owe acquiesceBce 
and obedience, and, painfolas it may be, the debt 
shall be paid. And yet,^^--i-4ifatt8 the pxaud swelling 
q£ his heart farther suggested, — ^^ Cosur de Liim, 
as he is called, mij^ have measured the feelings 
of others by his own. / urge an address to his 
kinswoman! /, who sever spoke word to her when 
I took a royal prise fiom her hand— when I was 
accounted not the lowest in feats of chivalry amoi^ 
the defenders of the Cross i /approach her when 
in a base diaguise, and in a servile JiaUt— and, 
alas I when my actual conditiim is that of aslave, 
with a spot of dishonour on that which was ones 
my shield ! / do this I He little knows me. Yet 
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I thank him for'the opportunity which may make 
us all better acquainted irith each other.^ 

As he aniyed at this condusion» they paused 
before the entrance of the Queen^s pavilion. 

They were of course admitted by the guards, 
and Neville, leaving the Nubian in a small apart- 
ment or anti-chamber, which was but too well re- 
membered by him, passed into that which was 
used as the Queen^s presence chamber. He com^ 
municated his royal master^s pleasure in a low and 
respectful tone of voice, very different from the 
bluntness of Thomas de Vaux, to whom Richard 
was everything, and the rest of the court, inclu- 
ding Berengaria herself, was nothing. A burst of 
laughter foUowed the communication of his er- 
rand. 

** And what like is the Nubian slave, who comet 
ambassador on such an errand £rom the Soldan ? — a 
n^ro, De NeviUe, is he not f^ said a female voice, 
easily recogniaed for that of Berengaria. ^^ A 
negro is he not, De Neville, with black skin, a 
head curled like a ram'^s, a £at nose, and blubber 
lips— ha, worthy Sir Henry ?'* 

*^ Let not your Grace forget the shin-bones,^ said 
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aoDlfer rmet^ *^ bent mi k tw awfa like tlie edge of a 
Saiaoen ftfimifarT 

*^ Batber like the bow of a Oopid, ffaioe be 
comes upon a loiwr^e afsnd,^ aaid tbe QnMi. 
'^ Gende Netilie^ tlum ait eter {mnnqpt to plea- 
sane vs poor mMOBOj lAo h«7e » litde to pass 
away oar idle noncnts. We lonsfc see tbb mea* 
anger of feme. Turks and Moors bave I aeea 
many, but Negro never.'' 

^ I am created to obej Toor Gracels commaads, 
ao you win bear me out with my soveeeAgii finr 
doing so,^ answered the debonab ktiigjbt ^ Yet, 
let me asBore your Grace, you wifl see smnewbat 
diflbrent from what you expect.* 

^* So much the better—* uglier yet than oar 
imaginations can fancy, yet the chosen love-mes* 
aenger of this gallant Soldan r 

^^ Graciona Madam,'' said tbe Lady CsHsta, 
^' may I imj^ore you would permit f!he good 
knight to carry this messei^er straigfat to the 
JLaij Edith, to whom his credentfals are address- 
ed ? We have ahreadljr escaped hardly for sudi a 
froKc." 

" Escaped r~Miiieated the Queen soomfiilly. 
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^} Yet llioii mqr'st be rigbt^ Caliste^ in thy cau- 
tkm-^let this Nubian, lus thou cdktft him, fintdo 
his en»nd to our ootisin Bceidea, he m mute too 
— k he npt P"' 

He la, grado|l9MadaII^^ aaswei^ the luNgiit. 
Boyal sport have these Eastern ladies,"" said 
Bereogaria, ^^ attended by those helo^ whom they 
may lay aoytlmg, yet who ean report Dothk^. 
Whereas ia our camp, as the PrehUe of Saint 
Jude's is w<mt to jsay, » bird of the air will carry 
the matter.^ 

*^ Because,"' said De Neville, ^^ your Grace 
forgets that you speak within canvass walls."" 

The voices sunk on th^ observation, and after 
a little whispering, th^ English knight again re* 
turned to the Ethiopian, and made him a si^ to 
fbUow. He did so, and Neville conducted him to 
a pavilion, pitched somewhat apart &om that of 
the Queeiii Sot the aeeommodalJEon, it seetned, (rf" 
the 'L^Af Gd^th aad bar attendants. One of hmr 
Ci^tick maidens seccived the messa^ communi- 
cated by Sir Henry Neville, and^ in the space of 
a vcsry few viinutes, the Nubian was uflhei«d 
into £dith"s presence, while Neville was left on 
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ike oatnde of tho tent The dave who intro* 
duced him withdrew on a signal from her nus^ 
tress, and it was with humiliation, not of the pot- 
tore only, bat of the very inmost soul, that the 
unfortunate knight, thus strangely disguised, 
threw himself on one knee, with looks bent on the 
ground, and arms folded on his bosom, like a cri- 
minal who expects his doom. Edith was dad in 
the same manner as when she received King 
Richard, her long transparent dark veil hanging 
around her like the shade of a summer night on a 
beautiftd landscape, disguising and rendering ob- 
scure the beauties which it could not hide. She 
held in her hand a silver lamp, fed with some aro- 
matic spirit, which burned with unusual bright- 
ness. 

When Edith came within a step of the kneel- 
ing and motionless shive, she held the light to- 
wards his face, as if to peruse his features more 
attentively, then turned from him, and placed her 
lamp so as to throw the shadow of his face in pro- 
file upon the curtain which hung beside. She at 
length spoke in a voice composed, yet deeply sdr- 
rowfiil. 

10 
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** Is it yoii ? — Is it indeed you, brave Knight 
of the Leopard — gallant Sir Kenneth of Scot* 
land — ^is it indeed you P-*-thu8 servilely disguised 
*— thus surrounded by an kundred dangers ?^ 

At hearing the tones of his lady^s voice thus 
unexpectedly addressed to him, and in a tone of 
compassion approaching to tenderness, a corre- 
sponding reply rushed to the knight^s lips, and 
scarce could Richard^s commands, and his own 
promised silence, prevent his answering, that the 
sight he saw, the sounds he just heard, were suf- 
ficient to recompense the slavery of a life, and 
dangers which threatened that life every hour. 
He did recollect himself, however, and a deep 
and impassioned sigh was his only reply to the 
high-bom EditVs question. 

" I see— I know I have guessed right— ^ conti- 
nued Edith. ^^ I marked you from your first ap- 
]>earance near the platform on which I stood with 
the Queen. I knew, too, your valiant hound. She 
is no true lady, and is unworthy of the service of 
such a knight as thou art, from whom disguises 
of dress or hue oouM conceal a faithful servant. 
Spedc, then, without fear, to Edith Plantagenet. 

VOI,, IV, R 
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SKe knows how to grade iot nAr&oty Ae gt)od 
knigbt who served, hoBovred, alid did deeds ef 
Arms in her name wheii fortune befriended him.«^ 
Still ftileot ! Is it feat or shame that keeps ihee 
so? Fear should be unknown to thi^; and for 
shame, let it remain with those who Imre wronged 
thee." 

The knight, in'despair at b^ng oUiged to pky 
the mute in an interview so int^estin^, oovld mAj 
express his m(»rtification by sighing deeply, and 
laying his iing$r upon his Up^^ Edith stepped 
hBckf AS if somewhat displeased. 

*^ What r she said, '^ the Asiatic mfute in very 
deed, as well as in atltre ? This I looked not for «^ 
Ot thou may'^st scom me, perhaps, for thus -boM^ 
ly acknowledging that I have heedfilfiy obsefv^ 
the homage thou hast paid n^e ? Kold no unwor- 
thy thoughts of Edith on that iiccount. She ktiows 
well the bounds which reserve «ad modesty pre- 
scribe to high-bom maidens^ and she knows whea 
and how far they should give {dace to gratituide-*^ 
to a sincere desire that it were in hor power td ree- 
pay services' and rep^r ir^uiies, arising from the 
devotion which a good knight h^re towards her.-^ 
Why fold thy hands together, and wring them 
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with SO uttdi pssston ?*-47aD it be/* she added,- 
sbrinking bsck at the idea-^^' that their cruelty, 
has actually depriyed thee of speech? Thoa 
riiakest thy head. Be it a spell— 4)e it obstinacy, 
I quesdon thee bo farther, but leaye thee to do 
thine errand after thine own fashion. I also can. 
be mute-*** 

The disguised knight made an action as if at 
once lamenting his own condition, and deprecating 
her displeasure, while at the same time he pre- 
sented to her, wrapped, as usual, in fine silk and 
doth of gold, the letter of the Soldan. She took 
it, surveyed it carelessly, then laid it aside, and 
boid^g her eyes once more on the knight, she 
said in a low tone — ^* Not even a word to do thine 
^raad to me ?^ 

He pressed both his hands to his brow, as if to 
ito toate the pain which he felt at being unable to 
dbey her ; but she turned from him in anger. 

^^ Begone T she said. ^^ I have ^loken enoughs 
too much — ^to one who will not waste on me a word 
in reply. Begone ! — and say, if I have wronged 
thee, I have done prance; Ibr if I have bceii 
the unhappy means of dragging thee down from 
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a ftatioii of honour, I have, in thb interview, finr« 
gotten my own worth, and lowered myself in thy 
eyes and in my own.**^ 

She covered her eyes with her hand, and seepch- 
ed deeply agitated. Sir Kenneth would have ap- 
proached, but she waved him back. 

*^ Stand off ! thou whose soul Heaven hath suit- 
ed to its new station ! Aught less dull and fear- 
ful than a slavish mute had spoken a word of 
gratitude, were it but to reconcile me to my own 
degradation* Why pause you ? — ^begone T 

The disgmsed knight almost involuntarily look- 
ed towards the letter as an apology for protractbg 
his stay. She snatched it up, saying in a tone of 
irony and contempt, ^^ I had forgotten— the duti- 
ful slave waits an answer to his message. — How*& 
this— -from the Soldan !^ 

She hastily ran over the contents, which were 
expressed both in Arabic and French, and when 
she had done, she laughed in bitter anger. 

<< Now this passes imagination r she said ; ^' no 
jongleur can show so deft a transmutation ! He can 
convert zechins and bezants into doits and mara- 
vedies ; but can bis art convert a Christian knight^ 
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ever esteemed among the bravest of the Holy Cru- 
si^de, into the dust-kissing slave of a heathen Sol- 
dan — the bearer of his insolent proposals to a 
Christian maiden— nay, forgetting the laws of ho- 
nourable chivalry, as well as qf religion ! But it 
avails not talking to the willing slave of a heathen 
hound. iVll your master, when his scourge shall 

• • • 

have found thea a tongue, that which thou hast 
seen me do.^ — So saying, she threw the Soldan^s 
letter on the ground^ and placed her foot upon it—- 
*^ And say to him, that Edith Plantagenet scorns 
the homage of an unchristened Pagan.^ 

With these words she was about to shoot from 
the knight, when, kneeling at her feet in bitter 
agony, he ventured to lay his hand upon her 
robe and oppose her departure. 

^^ Heardst thou not what I said, dull slave ? 
she said, turning short round on him, and speak- 
ing with emphasis ; '^ tell the heathen Soldan, thy 
master, that I scorn his suit as much as I despise 
the prostration of a worthless renegade to religion 
and chivalry — to God and to his lady r 

So saying she burst from him, tore her gar- 
ment from his grasp, and left the tent. 
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The voice of Neyille, at the same time, suhv- 
moned him from without. Ezhaustod and stupi- 
fied bj the distress he had undergone during this 
interview, from which he oouhi only have extrica- 
ted himself hj breach of the engagement which he 
had formed with King Richard, the unfortunate 
knight staggered rather than walked after the 
English baron, till they reached^ the royal pavi- 
Hon, before which a party of horsemen had juat 
dismounted. There was light and motion within 
the tent, and when Neville entered with his dis- 
guised attendant, they found the ]E[ing, widi se- 
veral of his nobility, engi^ed in welcoming those 
who were newly arrived. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



** The tears f shed must ever fall ! 
I weep not for an absent swain. 
For thne majr Iwppier hmirs reciUl, 
And parted lovers meet again. 

*^ I weep not for the nlent dead, 
Their pains are past, their sorrows o*er, 
And those they kf? ed thdr steps must traad^ 
When death shall join to part no more.' 



»f 



But wotse than abMnoa, wone than death, 
She wept her lover's sullied fame, 
And fired with aQ liie pride of birth. 
She wept a soldier's injured name. 

BaOad. * 

The frank and bold voice of Richard was 
heard in joyo\» gratulation. 

^^ Thomas de Vanx ! stout Tom of the Gills ! by 
the head of King Henry thou art welcome to vae 
aseverwasflaskof wine to a jolly toper! Ishould 
scarce have known how fo order my battle array. 
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unlew I had thy bulky form in mine eye as « 
landmark to form my ranks upon. We shall 
have blows anon, Thomas, if the saints be gra- 
cious to us ; and had we fought in thine abscDce, 
I would have looked to hear of thy being found 
hanging upon an %lder-tree.^ 

** I should have borne my disappointment with 
more Christian patience, I trust,^ said Thomas de 
Vaux, '^ than to hare died the death of an apos- 
tate. But I thank your Grace for my welcome, 
which IE the more generous, as it respects a ban- 
quet of blows, of which, saving your pleasure, you 
are ever too apt to engross the larger share ; but 
here have I brought one, to whom your Grace will, 
I knowy give a yet wanner welcome.^ 

The person who now stepped forward to make 
obeisance to Richard, was a young man of low 
stature and slight form. His dress was as modest 
as his figure was unimpresnve, but he bore on his 
bcmnet a gold buckle, with a gem, the lustre of 
whidi could only be rivalled by the brilliancy of 
the eye which the bonnet shaded. It was the only 
stiiking feature in his countenance; but when 
once noticed, it uniformly made a strong impres- 



it 
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soon on the spectator. Aboat his neck theie hung 
in a scarf of sky-Uae silk a wrest^ as it was caH- 
ed,*— that is, the key with which a harp is tuned, 
and which was of solid gold. 

This personage would have kneeled revermitly 
to Richard, but the nuKoarch raised him in joyfid 
haste, pessed him to his bosom warmly, and kiss* 
ed him on either ode of the face. 

Blondel de Nesle T* he exdaimed joyfully^*- 

welcome fiom Cyprus, my king of minstreb ! 
welcome to the King of England, who rates not 
his own dignity more highly than he does thine. 
I have been dick, man, «iid, by my soul, I believe 
it was for lack of thee ; for, were I half way to 
the gate of Heaven, methinks thy strains could 
call me back.-.And what news, my gentle master, 
from the land of the lyre P Anything firesh firom 
the trowveurs of Provence ? — anything fiom the 
mtnstrds 6f merry N<Mnnandy ?— -above all, hast 
thou thysctf been busy P—- But I need not ask 
thee*— thou can'^st not be idle if thou would'^st— 
thy noble qualities are like a fire burning within, 
and compel thee to pour thyself out in miisic and 
song.*^ 
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" Sonfthiog I hare leAmed, amd •flittrtiiiiig I 
bmre done, aoUe Kiag,^ answered the celebrated 
Bteadel, witli a retiring modes^, whieh all Rich* 
anTs enthusiastic admiration of his sktU bad been 
mudde lo liaittak. 

<< We will hear thee, asaoh-^-we will hear thee 
iaatantly,^ said the King;— 4hea tondiing Blen« 
dd's shoulder kindly^ he added, ^^ tiiat ia, if thou 
art not fat%ued with thy journey; fbr I would 
ioOMer ride asy best horse to death, than iqjuve t 
note of thy Toice."" 

^^ My Toice is, as ever, at the sorvice of my 
soyal patron,^ said Blondel; " but your Mqea*- 
ty,^ he added, loddng at some papers on the ta» 
ble, " seems more importantly engaged, and th^ 
hour waxes late.^ 

'^ Not a whk, man, not a whit, my dearest 
BlondeL I did but sketch an array of battle 
against the Saracens, a thing of a momi^t-— al- 
most as soon done as the routing of them.^^ 

> *< Methinks, however,'' said Thomas de Vaux, 
^' it were not unfit to inquire what soldiers your 
JGhrace hath to array. I bring reports <m that sub- 
ject from Ascalon/' 
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« Thou art a miile, Thomas;' udd the Kiig~ 
'^ a very mule for dolness and bbiliiiacy !-— Come, 
nobleiis— a hall-^a hdl f— nrange ye aitomid fiim — 
Give Blonde! the lUxnmt-^Wfaere is bss harp- 
bearer ? — or, soft— lend him my harp, faia own 
may be damaged by the jonney.^ 

^' I would your Grace would take my report,^ 
said Thomas de Vanx. '< I have ridden far, and 
huve more list to my bed than to hare my ears 
Welded.'' 

'< Thy ears ticUed r said the King ; " that 
must be with a woodcock^s feather, and not with 
sweel sounds. Hark thee, Thomas, do thine ears 
know the singing of Blondd from the braying of 
an ass ?^ 

** In faith, my liege,**' replied Thomas, " I can- 
not well say ; but setting Blondel out of the ques- 
tion, who is a bom gentleman, and doubtless of 
high acquirements, I shall neyer, for the sake of 
your Grace's question, look on a minstrel, but I 
will think upon an ass.'" 

^' And might not your manners," said Richard, 
^ have excepted me, who am a gentleman bom 

19 
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alliar*s Uovs imtfe tasiaqrvaad kra eadi otho 
the harder we hit By my fiuth, if Aoa cKdrt 
uoft hit ine as havi as I did tJiee in.onr Iste ^n- 
ooMter, tkoa gareal all thy wit to the tbrwt* 
Htk bar* lim the diffeiwca betwisit tiwe and 
BlondeL Thou art but ray comrade — I msghatty 
my pupit— -in the art of war ; Bkodel i< my mas- 
ter in the adeace of mioatrdqr and music. To 
diee I permit die feeedom of iaftm acf ^ to iifaa I 
must da reTereaoes as to my soperior in hiB^ aart 
Comei man, be not peevisli^ Imt remain and hear 
our ffiee« 

'^ To«ee yma If igeaty in «udi chaoffiii meed,^ 
said die Lord of Giblaad, ** by my fiulh, I coohi 
neanain tilt Bhmdel had achiered the great Ro- 
mance of King Ardray, which lasts for thvee 
days." 

'^ Wewill not tax your padenoe so deeply,^ said 
the Kingi ^ But see, yonder glare ef torehev 
without shows thatottreonso]:t approaches— -Away 
to receiT)e her, maiH and win thyself grace in the 
farig^Met eyes of Cfaristendout^ — Nay, neVer stc^ 
to adjust tlqr chA, See, thou hast let NevHie 
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etme bel:ir«0i At wind «Bd the laib of thy pd-* 
ley.'' 

^^ He wifliieiferbefiaeaQietiithefield^lMilftiey^ 
smd De Y«ax» not greetly ideosed to see hawmM 
anticipated by die more active serace of thfe 
clHunbeiUiL 

^' No» neither he nor. any one went before thee 
thoe^n^ ipxid Ton of iheGiHs^'' Mid the Kmg, 
^^ unloBs it was ouieetf, now and dien«^ 

^^ Ay, my fiegi^'' saUDe Van, ^'aad let ua do 
jiMitiee- to the nalbctunata ;«*«*4he unikapfiy Kaoght 
of the Leopard hath beoi befixre me, too, at • 
seaaen; fi»r^ hock ywu, he we^gfaa less. on herae- 
haek» and 80^-^^'' 

*^ Hwah !^ s^id the King, interrwpting him in 
a peremptory tone*-*-^^ not a word of him^"' and 
instantly stepped forward to greet hie royal ccmm 
sort ; and when h^ had done 00, he presented to 
h«r Bkndel, as king of minstrelsy^ and hisnunter 
in the gay science. Berengaria, who well knew 
th»t bra royid huAaad^ passienfor poetry and 
music idmost equalled his appetite fer wsudike 
fitme, and that Blondel wa^ his especial farvouiite^ 
took anrious care to rcceiTc him with all the flat* 
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tmmg difltiiieCMHtt due t^ one whom die King de- 
lighted to honour. Yet it was evident, that, 
though Bkmdel made suitaUe retnnis to the cmn- 
ptuaents dioweBed on him somediing too abon- 
teiily by the loyal beauty, he owned with deeper 
reveraioe and more humble gratitude ibe atmnle 
and gracefiil wekome c£ Edidi, whose kindly 
greeting appeared to him, porfaaps, sinoere in pM- 
portion to its brevity and simplieity. 

Both the Queen and her royal husband wete 
aware of ihia disrinclaon, and Biduried, sewig his 
oonsort someiwhat piqiued at the preferenee as- 
signed to his eousin, by whidi perhaps he himself 
did not feel much gratified, said in the 
bothy-— ><< We minstrds, Berengaria, 
may'Sst see by the bearing of oar master 
pay moie reverence to a severe judge, 
kinswoman, than to a kindly partial friend, like 
thysetf, who is wilhi^ to take our worth upon 
trust.'' 

Edith was moved by this sarcasm of her royal 
kinsman, and hesitated not to rqdy, that, ^VTo 
be a harsh and severe judge, was not an attrimte 
{nroper to h^ alone of all the Plantagenets*'^ 

9 



«f tke^MAper^tkttt li^use, wMdi, demittgllMflr 
iiaidc (MtA e6goitdUict' from ih^ fowly 'brami 
{PbtOA f€>mi9kt}, «88ttnei as m emblem 4i ka- 

tiM «r«MniloA ki Bttgland; kut hi^r m/e, mhm 
Uedttng «i iM «eply, MMidknly «fi:^ those 
df idw iftriiiaft, «MiM||^ lie Mdevfcmitd 'te <knim- 
«(Bd iHiBeetf iNftaiid Ae wUee w 
4aid AeMSunk^pofi « leettt^ ttemng to pale, tli«l; 
-Ae 42weii iBonbgaM- deemed tieMlf ^Uiji^eo 
«eiffl fbnwattflp aadeeneiioeB, «Bd to ge ^hrougkelie 
4HiAier ioeMmiiiies .iffeopifiate no t* Mjr^ '&wbtm. 
SUdusei, dvkd %etlp» e^timHed EAUVs sDRnglh 
of mind, called to Blondel to assume his seat aad 
. commence Us Uy, dedarii^, that ndinstrelsy was 
•wwrti^everyetlMMrfedpe to seeril ^Wmamgrnot «o 
^Hft,.*^ i|gi^ ^m^ he MEMtid, « >Attt «oiig ^ ^e 
Qkoly *Vest, ^ whidi ifcou didst femefly give 
ine "^ wgvmeiit, ^re I left Cypus ; thoa vmmi 
%e petfeet in tt by iJhis time, or, ae e/ur yeomen 
«r^, iiiy %o«r iefaoken.'*^ 

The aimotzs eye of the minstyel, hoivevet*, 
dw^ on Ediih, and it was not HH he bbsetr^d 

VOL. IV. s 



S74 TAIiBS OF THE CBWftADSES. 

her retuming ^dkiiDr that he obeyed the repeited 
commands of the King. Then, aoQompaajinghk 
Toiee with the harp, ao aa to grao^ but yet not 
drown, the aense <^ what he BOfig, he ehanted in « 
sort of redtatiT^ one of thoee andnt adventQiea 
of love and knighthood, whidi woe wqpt of yvne 
to win the puUic attrition. So soon as he began 
to prelnde, the insigmicance of his pevaond ap* 
pearanee seemed to disappear, and his oounteviance 
glowed widi energy and inspiration. His full, 
manly, mdlow voice, so sfaaolntfly under com* 
mand of the pmest taste, thriBed on every ear^ 
and to eveiy heart. Bichaid, igoioed as after 
victory, called oat the appropriate snmmona. fiir 
silence. 

Listen, lords, in bower and hall ; . 

while, with the leal of a patron at onoe and a 
pupil, he arranged the cir^^ around, and Jiushed 
them into silence ; and he himself sat down with 
an air <^ expectation and interest, not altogether 
unmixed with the gravity of the professed critic. 
The courtiers turned their eyes oa the £ing, tM 
they might be ready to trace and imitate the emo- 
tioqii lus features should express, and Thomas de 
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Vmix yawMd tramendmiily, as one who subout- 
ted unwQHngly to a wearisome penance. The song 
of Bbmdel was <^ course in the Norman language ; 
bat the rerses which follow, express its meaning 
and its manner. 

. 'TwMBMttiieCbircityefBeiwvait, 

When tiie mm wm setdng on boogii and bent. 
And knights w er e pre fm ing in bower «nd toit, 
On the ere of the Baptiit'f toomanMnt ; 
When in Unoofai gieen a itxipUng gent. 
Well ftemftig » page by ft ininoMi tent, 
Wandet'd the camp, and, atill ai he went, 
Inqoiied for the Englishman, Thomas a X^t. 

Far hath he fiued, and ftrther mnst fiue, 
Till he finds his pavilion nor stately nor rare,— 
Little saTe iron and steel was there ; 
And, at lackiog the ooin to pay amumrer't care, 
^ With his sinewy arms to the shoulders bare, 
The good knight with hammer and file did repair 
The mail that to-morrow must see him wear. 
For the honour of Saint John and his lady fair. 

> V 

^ Thus speaks my lady," the page said he. 
And the knight bent lowly botfi head and knee, 
'* She is Benerent's princess so high in d^ee. 
And thou art as lowly as knight may well be — 
He thai woald dimb so lofty a tree, 
Or spring such a gulf as divides her from thee. 
Must dare some high deed, by which all men may lee 
His ambition ii back'd by hit hie chivalrie. 
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And the knigfat lowly louted with hand and with head, 
'^* Flii)^ aside liie good «nn(mt Iti whldi thoti art clad, 
Attd 46ii«Uott «kis wM «f ker tiighti^iar tefltaftd, 
For a hauberk of steel, a kirtle of thread ; 
AIM t3ui^^ wtti altirtcl, in'ob wu/iimfctft amSm, 
And fight as thy wont is where most blood is «bedy. 
And bring honour away, or renuun with the dead.'* 

UntnmMed iaWlD^ B4i titfUftMl^ iftllislfreast, 
The knight the weed hath*taken, and reverently hath kissM ;— 
" Now blessed be the inanlBnk,ille«wi[Mii|pE«iM Ueit I 
Much honour'd*d» S Iraid me ib vy lady^ Ugh tehest^ 
And say unto Wf 4a^ «i this dear «glit>>weed drew'd. 
To the finnest annad fStmn^km i i#iil 9ot 'v«A luy w ea^ 
But if I live and bear ne weE ^4Mr«Hm toiahe^the test.'* 
Here, genUea, aids the iomnofttfytte^of Ihie l^^of ufaieMbody 
Vest. ' . » 

^^ Thou hast dianged the measure upon us 
unawares in thftt last couplet, ihy ttondel ?^ «iicl 
the Kbg. 

" Most true, my lord,*" sai3 Blctodel. " I ren- 
dered the t^llct^ ft6tti th^ It^itfb'olFln^liirper, 
whom I metinOyfous^^md Bet4iaTOi^ bad time 
either to translate it accurately, or commit it to 
memory, I «m £$m lo supply gaps in (the music 
and the verse as t can upon fiie spur of ihe mo- 
ment, as you see boors caefid a^ekset^eneeidth 
a fiiggot.^ 

'' Nay, omsfiy fei*;* s«id dhfe Kifrg, "^ f like 



they Qomp m^9^timjiffjn^y off ^fthe music ^ma 

^^ Both are ficewedt m it wdlilaioink Iq ytus 
Grace,"' towmared Btottdd. 

'^ TlMy are m^ Blwdeir fiiid ffiUbaid ; '' yet 
]|ififthii»l» Iho vciiM^ idb^i^ thoM is likfi to be 
fig^hliiigy vdU ga bttl en ift Aei^t same duiadcv- 
ing Alexandrines, whibii somd fikci Ae chmiga «f 
carabey ; wbile ibe olhir odoamiiMt ift biiA like the 
sidelong amUe o£ a. ladyV pidfirey .^ 

^^ It sImU be M jova Gxma fleasei^"^ rqplifid 
Blondd, und began agaui to prdude. 

^ Nay> fiwt ehsrisfc tby fancgp iRilh a wifi oi 
fioy CUka wine;' said Ae King; ^' wd iMrk 
thee, I ironjU banre thee fling amnf thai, new- 
fangled restriction of thine, el tcsnunatiiig m aff- 
onrale axtfi aisuJto' rhy»e8.<r^Tbey axe a ennslraint 
m thy flew of famey^ and aiake thee safMnble a 

mm dimng in i^bttevf*'^ 

'^Tbe fellera metmiy fliwg off; irt kaat;" said 
Blimdel, again sweafang bia fingera o¥er the 
stringi^, as one who would rathet hare {ibiyed 
than listened to criticism. 



278 TALES OF THB CBUSADBRS* 

^< But why put them on, man F^ continued the 
King— >*' Wherefore thrust thy genius into iron 
bnoelets ? I marrel how you got forward at all 
—I am sure I should not have been aUe to com- 
pose 8 stanza in yonder hampered measurer 

Blondel looked down and busied himself with 
the strings of his Jiarp, to hide an involuntary 
smile whidh crept over his features ; but it esca- 
ped not Richard^s obsenration. 

<^ By my fidth, thou laugh^st at 'me, Blondel,^ 
he said ; ^^ and, in good truth, every man de- 
serves it who presumes to play the master when 
he should be the pupil ; but we kings get bad 
habits of self-opinion.--Come, on with thy lay, 
dearest Blondel— on after thine own fashion, bet- 
ter than aught that* we can suggest, though we 
must needs be talking.^ 

Blondel resumed the lay ; but, as extemporane- 
ous composition was&miliar to him, he fiuled not 
to comply with the Eing^s hints, and was perhaps 
not displeased to show with how nradi ease he 
could new-model a poem, even while in the act of 
recitation. 
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Fytte Second. « 

The Bi^t*t fair bhmiow toebeid gallMit ftftfi— 
There was winning of honour, and losing of seats- 
There was heiHng with fUdiions, and splinteriAg of ataves, 
The vieton won gUviy) the Tanqniah'd won grayes. 
O, many a knight there fbnght farsYcIy and weU, 
Yet one was acooonted his peers to ezod, 
And 'twas he 1^0^ sole armour on hodj and breast, 
8eem'd the weed of a damsel when bonne for her rest 

There were some dealt him wounds that were bloody and sore, 

But others respected his plight and forbore. 

'( It is some oath of honoor,*' they said, ^ and I trow, 

'Twere unknigfatly to slay him adueving his tow.'* 

Then the Prince, for his sake, bade the tournament cease, 

He flung down his Warder, the trumpets sung peace ; 

And the judges declare, and competitors yield. 

That die Knight of the Nigfaf .^ear WM first in the field . 

The feast it was nigh, and the mass it was nigher, 

When before the fair princess low lovted a sqvue, 

And delivered a garment unseemly to view, 

With swoid-cnt and spear-thmst, aU hackM and pierc^ (hrough ; 

All rent and all tattered, all dotted with blood, 

With foam of the horses, with dust, and with mud : 

Not the point of that lady's smsll fi&gtr, I ween, 

Could have rested on spot was unsullied and dean. 

«^ This token my master. Sir Thomas a Kent, 
Restores to the Princess of fair Bebevent ; 
He that climbs the tall tree has won right to the ftuit, 
He that leaps the wide j^ulf should prevail in his suit { 



i 

Througb life's utmost peril the piue I ha^e won, j 

And now must tli> ijtffc.if ny tm t kfm be Jk w k ; 
For she who prompts kniglitt^on such danger to mn. 
Most avouch his true senriDe in front of the son. 



"•< I rcstoie,* sajm nj mastery <* ttw gMMWt r«» wMiib 

And I dalm of Ibe pnneeiatordiMi it in turn; 

For its stnna and its lents lb* shoidd pnaft ii the moie» 

Since by shame 'tiaunnUiedy though crimean'd with gm^ 

Then deep blush'd the Priaeen ■ yet hiss'd die and pwss'd 

The falood-ipocted robe taher-Jlve andhev bwss>. 

*^ Go tell my true knight^ chuvch-and ehambes Aett show, 

If I yalue the blood an thia garment or no.** 



»♦» 



And when it waa time for the nobles to 
In solemn proceseien to minster and mase^ 
The first walk*d tha Prineess in pjonplA an4 P>tt«r 
Bat the blood besmeared nigjbl-zobe die worn ovet all ; 
And dce^iB^thehaUr^>ba»t^y •Q'ntafcdine^ 
When she knelt to her father and peeflSBK^d Oie^wiae, 
Over all her rich robea and state jawdflv she wods 
That wiMjIa nin i nmlj b e dabhW withgop^ 

Then lords whieper*d ladiesi aa well yen may llunh, 

And the Prince, who in anger and shame had look'd down, 
Tam'd at iMVlh to fait dnghter^ and speka will» a fiiewn : 
'^ Now since thou hast puhlisb'dthyiBUy and guilt. 
E'en atone with thy hand £nr the btood tboit faaet spilt ; 
Yet sote for your boM»eai you b«th will iipwl^ 
When you wander as exiles from fiiir Benevcnfi" 

Then out spoke stout Thomae, in hall wheie he stood,. 
Exhausted and feeble, but daunHeaa of mood : 
'« The bkMd that I kit lipr thia daiiVliiter ftf thiae, 
I pour'd fojrth as fireely as flask gikei its whM ; 
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Do not doubt I will sare her from suffering and shame ; 
AiMf I^ght wfll Ac wck of tiy prfiMieJcim and r«n> 
When I bailhcr^ in Snglud, the OaanteaB of Kent." 



Uj) fiQtfvnos the ts KMMil g if Rkiuuvl Mmt^My 
who losM widi ptaiMS 1m finnonrile nmHlid^ 
and ended \rf pvepenliDg Imhh vidb ft ring of emir 
dderable valuR Tlrei Qasen Italeiied to diitia- 
gaidi thi* finroBxite J}i « adi biwditj wmSk mmj 
of tbe noUap lAa wesr pteent fiiKowed flie rojd 

"^Ucvtt ooiini Edit V arid tke Kkg, '< be- 
MneineMbfe* to tlfa' sowad of Ae harp she aan 
tored?'* 

'< Sbe thaaks Blondel far fah k^;' replied 
Bfidfty '< bat doubly dra^ hindneair of the Unaaiaii 
who avjgsested it.^' 

'^ Thou ari aagijr, eooniy'' nid Ate Ki^f ; 
«< aagryfaecaiiiaethoalubithettdQf awooHOiiiioie 
wayward than thyselC But you eacape me not— 
I will widk a spaee homovraid with you towards 
the Qaeeft^ pa(vSion — we nMUt have coi^enoe 
t(^ther ere the night has waned into meraing.^ 
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The Qaeen and her attendttnts were now on 
fix>ty wd the other guests withdrew from the 
royal tent. A tram with bkang torches, and an 
escort of aidiers, awuted Berongaria without the 
psniioay and die was soon on her way homeward 
Riehazd, as he had proposed, walked beside his 
kinswoman, and ccmipeUed her to accept of his 
arm as her support, so that they could speak to 
each otl^r without being oyedheanL- 

** What answer then am I to return to the no- 
ble Soldan?"" said Richard. >' The Kings and 
Princes are falling from me, Edith — ^this newquar- 
rel hath alienated them once more. I would do 
something for the Hdbjr S^nkhie by composi- 
tion, if not by victory ; and the chance of my do- 
ing this depends, alas, on the caprice of a woman. 
I would lay my single spear in the rest against 
ten of the best lances in Christendom, rather than 
arguB widi a wilful wench, who knows not what is 
for her own good.— What answer, cox, am I to re- 
turn to the Soldan P It must be dedssTer 

^' Tell him,'' said Editb, '' that the poorest of 
the Plantagenets wiU rather wed with misery than 
with misbelie£'' 
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'< SliaO I say wiA Oaveryy EdHhP'' sod the 
Kiiig.««» Mediiaks that ia neai<er diy thoughta.* 

'^ Theire is no room,'' said Edith, << for the ana- 
picum you ao groaaly inrinuate. Slavery of the 
body might have been pitied, but that of the aool 
18 only to be deapiaed. Shame to thee, Kng of 
meny Engknd ! then haat enthralled both die 
limba and the spirit of a knight, onee scarce kaa 
finned than thysdf*'' 

^* Should I not prevent miy kinswoman from 
drinking poison, by sullying the vessel which ociK 
tained it, if I saw no other means of disgusting 
her with the fatal liquor ?^ repHed the King, 

*< It is thysrif,"" answered Edith, << that would 
press me to drink poison, because it is proffered in 
m golden chalice.^ - 

' << Edidi,'' smd Richard, « I cannot finee ihy 
resolution ; but beware you shut not the door 
which Heaven opens. The hermit of Engaddi, 
he whom Popea and Councils have regarded aa 
a prophet, hath read in the atarathat thy marriage 
ahall reconcile me with a powerfhl enemy, and 
that thy husband shall be Chnbtian, leaving thus 
the fairest ground to hope, that the conversion of 
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die SiUai^, Md: tbe ki«r9|r^ <i£ ihe Ms of 
Tnhmwl to ilr pthrof ikm (kmA^ wiU b^ ihn 
ctMeiiiieMeo£%w«Uiiig wiAfi^ Come, 
duiu muk nake aMtt» «MriflMr rttkr Aan Mi 
tecii kappy y wp erti^'' 
"^ Men my aaenike xmm jmA 0>«tor' mi 

hMTd tfa^ H wan iIm 4UhP«Mr of a CfcrifltMO 

maiden whidi brought the Sa]i(Qi9«}iHi9'Silwilr«< 
tbe ahMoe ef eiiPthir 191 w Jik^ moda: «C eipel- 

i^ D04I tliw <iU i« A«iM t# 1»efosiQ $4 1^ 
prefer Mii Afi Kii«. 

^M oA it ahMf «M Jy«iliot|«ip 4q prolme a 
Omdm Mtmaa** lor aoMriDe mt^H viA at 

infidel whom it cannot bind, aoA I catt il find 

^OMW ttai I» the. daacmdam of n Ghaaiian 
friltf^M^ aiMild baoaHM^ <^ ftM will A^^^ 
)HMm of Wadim ooneiibinQfti'' 

: '* WcU, kittiwciMii^'' aaid dif^ Ki»gv after a 
piaiiA^ ^^ I iQ»rt Ml qiMoard leilih Am,, ilw^ 
Aisk Ihj^ ^paiidbM conditian mi^t haif* dblft* 
t«di nKnrefMnpUaBeeJ^ 
'' My liage;' veplkdSdith^ '' yourGmoehafch 
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dominion of the House of PIantageiiet^-*^<b «ot, 
llicMlltJ^, fcegiKid^ fipoit fcM kiittMPMMtti some 

« % wy IhiA, iv^Mdh,'' «niA ijfce S%]|;, <<«hoii 
hast unhorsed me with that ^HSty woid ; so we 
win Idol; ^aM %fe fijaads. f wffl pres^tly 8is- 
l^attdh thy inxsi«iet fko Sdhriln. But after idHI, eos, 
were it iiet%^ti»'t6«ui|iaM! yoto answer tiS 70a 
haye seen mm P Men isay he 11^ plre^eniinently 
handsome.^ 

^^ There is no chance of our meeting, my lord/' 
said Edith. 

*^ By Saint George, but there is next to a cer- 
tainty of it,"" said the King; <' for Saladin wiU 
doubtless affi>rd us a free field for the doing of this 
new battle of thi Standard, and will witness it 
himself* Berengiria is wild to behold it also, and 
I dare be sworn not a feather of you wiU remain 
behind — bast of all thou thyself, fair c(». But 
come, we have reached the paviHon, and must 
part — ^not in unldndness though-Hoay, thou must 
seal it with thy lip as well as thy hand, sweet 
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it is my right as a aoTerrign to kiss my 
pretty vassals.^ 

He emhraoed her leqpectfuUy and aflbctiimate- 
ly, and xetumed through the moonl^ht camp, 
humming to himself such snatches of BIondeL's hiy 
as he could recollect 

On his arrival, he lost no time in making up 
his dispatches for Salsdinj and deliTered them to 
the Nuhiasy with a charge to set oud; by peep of 
day on his return to the Soldan. *^ 



'« » > » 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

We heard the Tecbhr,— so these Arabs call 
Their shout of onset, when, with loud acdiim, 
Thejr challenge hcafen to gi^e them nctory. 

Siege of Damatcum 

Ok the subsequent moming, Riehard was invi- 
ted to 8 conference by Philip of France, in which 
the ktter^ with many expressions of his high e»- 
teon for his brother of England, communicated to 
.^- him, in terms extremely courteous, but too eiqpli- 
ch ta be misunderstood, his posittve intention to 
return to Europe, and to the cares of his kingdom, 
as entirely despairing of fiiture success in their 
undertaking, with their diminished forces and d- 
vil discords. Richard remonstrated, but in vain ; 
and when the conference aided, he recdved with- 
out surprise a manifesto firom the Duke of Aus- 
tria, and several other princes, announcing a re« 

13 
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eolation Bimilar to that of Philip, and in no mo- 
dified terms, assigning, for their defection from 
the cause pf the Cross, the inordinate ambition 
and arUtrary domination of Richard of Englwid. 
All' hopes of continuing the war with any prospect 
of ultimate success, were now abandoned, and 
Richard, while he shed Utter tears over his dis- 
appointed hopes of glory, was little consoled by 
the Kcolk.^ dMt «he &iluie <r« in i«»ne de- 
gree to be imputed to the advanrages which he 
had given his enemies by his own hasty and im- 
frttA^ikt temper. 

** Tbey bad noit teed t^ h»fe ^hsMed ny 4i- 
llier tiiQS,'** he mid to De YauK, in the biMeniesB 
d£ ittft nemtrnti^r^** No •danta» ^thegr tmM 
hmt ntHet^ i^itest so ^mm u MagymMiotfe 
beeti%e%e^^inC9iristeiiANtti ; ytAttmmBf^JMtibilt 
I film ! — C hate mft^ttdy ^rffbvied than a^preleitt'fisr 
'deserting me, littt^Ten ac<doiir iferinflgfiig fiU iSke 
Mame df the niptare upon «iy uBihappy ^Me»* 

These ^(houghts n^e so deeply gafiiiag to Ae 

King, that De Veanx was i^oioed when A^ urn- 

vid of an ambassador from Saiadin ItnMd his it- 

fleetidns into a diffie^reot channel. 

11 
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This new fnvoy was an Emir much respect- 
ed by the Soldan, whose name was Abdallah el 
Hadgi. He derived his descent from the &mily 
of the Prophet, and the race or tribe of Hashem, 
in witness of which genealogy he wore a green 
tuiban of large dimensions. He had also three 
times performed the journey to Mecca, from which 
he derived his epithet of the Hadgi, or Pilgrim. 
Notwithstanding these various pretensions to sapc* 
tity, Abdallah was (for an Arab) a boon com* 
panion, who enjoyed a merry tale, and laid aside 
his gravi^ so fiir as to quaff a blithe flagon, when 
secrecy insured him agunst scandaL He was like* 
wise a statesman, whose abilities had been used by 
Saladin in various negotiations with the Christian 
Princes, and particularly with Richard, to whom 
^1 Hi|dgi was personally known and acceptable. 
Animated by the cheerful acquiescence with which 
the envoy of Saladin afforded a fair field for the 
combat, a safe conduct for all who might choose to 
witness it, and offered his own person as a guaran- 
tee of\dB fidelity, Richard soon foi|;ot his disap- 
pointed hopes, and the approaching dissolution of 

VOL. IV. T 
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the Cbristiaii league, in the interesting discussions 
preceding a combat in the lists. 

The station, called the Diamond of the Desert, 
was assigned for the place of conflict, as being 
nearly at an equal distance betwixt the Christian 
and Saracen camps. It was agreed that Cbnrade 
of Montserrat, the defendant^ with his godfathers, 
the Arch-Duke of Austria and the Grand Mas- 
ter of the Templars, should appear there on the 
day fixed for the combat, with an hundred armed 
fi)lIowerB, and no more ; that Richard of £ng- 
Iand> and his brother Salisbury, who supported 
the accusation, should attend with the same num* 
her, to protect his champion ; and that the Sol- 
dan should brit^ with him a guard of five hun- 
dred chosen followers, a band considered as not 
more than equal to the two hundred Christian 
lances* Such persons of consideration as either 
party chose to invite to witness the contest, were 
to wear no other weapons than their swords, and 
to come without defensive armour. " The Soldan 
undertook the preparation of the lists, and to pro- 
vide accommodations and refreshments of every 
kind for all who were to assist at the solem- 
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nity ; and bis letters expressed, with much cour- 
tesy, the pleasure which he anticipated in the 
proq)ect of a personal and peaceful meeting with 
die Melec Kic, and his anxious desire to render 
his reception as agreeable as possible. 

All preliminaries being arranged and communi- 
cated to the defendant and his godfathers, Abdal- 
lah the Hadgi was admitted to a more private in- 
terriew, where be heard with delight the strains of 
BIondeL Having first carefully put his green tur- 
ban out of sight, and assumed a Greek cap in its 
stead, he requited his music with a drinking song 
from the Persian, and quaffed a hearty fiagon of 
Cyprus wine, to show that his practice matched hist 
principles. On the next day, grave and sober asr 
the water-drinker Mirglip, he bent his brow to the 
ground before Saladin^s footstool, and rendered to 
the Soldan an account of his embassy. 

On the day before that appointed for the com- 
bat, Conrade and his friends set off by day-break 
to repair to the place asngned, and Richard left 
the camp at the same hour, and fdr the same pur- 
pose ; but, as had been agreed upon, he took his 
journey by a different route, a precaution which 
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bad been judged necessary, to prevent the possi- 
bility of a quttrrel betwixt tbeir armed attendants. 
The good King himself was in no humour for 
quarrelling with any one. Nothing could hare 
added to his pleasurable anticipations of a despe- 
rate and bloody combat in the lists, except his be- 
ing in his own royal person one of the combatants ; 
and he was half in charity ag^ even with Con- 
ra4e of Montserrat Lightly armed, richly dress- 
ed, and gay as a bridegroom on the eve of his nup- 
tials, Bichard caracoled along by the side of Queen 
Berengaria'*s litter, pointing out to her the vari- 
ous scenes through which they passed, and cheer- 
ing with tale akd song the bosom of the inhospi- 
table wilderness. The former route of the Queens's 
pilgrimage to Engaddi had been on the' other side 
of the chain of mountains, so that the ladies were 
Strangers to the scenery of the desert ; and though 
Berengaria knew her husband^s disposition too well 
not to endeavour to seem interested in what he was 
pleased either to say or to sing, she could not help 
indulging some female fears when she found her- 
self in the howling wilderness with so small an es- 
cort, which seemed almost like a moving speck on 
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the bosom of the pkin, and knew, at the same time, 
they were not so distant from the camp of Saladin 
but what they might be in a moment surprised and 
swept off by an overpowering host of his fiery-foot- 
ed cavaby, should the Pagan be faithless enough 
to emliraoe an opportunity dius temptingv But 
when she hinted these suspicions to Richard, he 
repelled them with disj^easuie and disdain. ^* It 
were worse than ingratitude,^^ he said, ^* to doubt 
the good faith of the generous Soldan.**^ 

Yet the same doubts and lears recurred more 
than once, not to the timid mind of the Queen 
alone, but to the firmer and more can^d soul of 
Edith Plantagenet, who had no sack confidence 
in the fittth of the Moslem as to render her per- 
fisctly at ease when so much in their power ; and 
her surprise had been fiir less than her terror, if 
fibe desert around had suddenly resounded with 
the shout of Alia hu! and a band of Arab cavalry 
had pounced on then like vultures on thar prey. 
Nor were these suspidons lessened, when, as even- 
ing approached, they were aware of a single Arab 
horseman, distinguished by his tuiiian and long 
lance, hovering on the edge of a small eminence 
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Vke a hawk poised in the air, and who instantly, 
on the'appeamioe.af.the.xo7al retiniie, dartedoff 
with. the speed of the same lard, when itxahoots 
down the wind and disappears from the horiaon. • 

^ We must be near the. station,^ said King 
Bidiard ; ^^ and yonder carali^ is one <^ Sal*- 
din^s outposts— -methinks I hear the noise, of the 
Moorish homa and cymbals. Get you into, order, 
my hearts,- and fbnn yoonelves asound the huto 
soldier*like.and firmly.^ 

As he spoke, «ach kni^t^ squire, and ardier, 
hastily dosed in upon his appointed ground, and 
they p r oc e eded in the most compact order, whidi 
made ibmr numbecs appear, still smaller ; and to 
si^ the truth, though theremightbe no fear, there 
was anxiety as well afftmriosiiy.in the. attention 
with which they Ualssied to the wild.baEsts of 
Moorish music, whidi came ever and anon moie 
distinctly firom the quarter in which die Arab 
horseman had been.seen to di^pear. 

De Vaux spoke in. a whisper to the Siiq^ 
^* .Were it not well, my liege, to send a page to 
the top of that sand-bank ? Or would it stand 
m'uk your pleasure that I prick forward? Me- 
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thinks, hy all yond^ dash and dang, if th^e Be 
no more than fire hundred men bey<Hid the sand- 
tifll% ludf of the Soldan's retinue must be drum- 
mens and cymbal-to88ers.-^ShaU I spur on P"^ 

The baron had chedted his horse with ihe Mt, 
and was just about to strike him with the spurs, 
when the King ezclaimed-**^^ Not for the world. 
Sudi a caution would express suspicion, and oouM 
do little to prerait surpiifle^ whicb^ however, I 
apprehend not.^' 

They advanced accordingly in dose and firm 
order till they surmounted die line of low sand- 
bills, and eame in si^t of the appointed station, 
when a sjdendid, but at the same lime a statding 
spectacle, awaited them. 

' The Diamond of the Desert, so lately a solitary 
fountain, distingui^ed only amid the waste fay 
solitary groups of palm-trees, was now the centre 
f of an encampment, the emlnroidered flags and 
gilded ornamenti of which glittered far and wide, 
and reflected a thousand rich tints against the 
setting sun. The coverings of the large pavilions 
were of the gayest colours, scarlet, bright yellow, 
pale blue, and other gaudy and gleaming hues. 
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and die tops of iheir pilUrs, or tent-poks, weee 
decorated with golden pomegraiiatesy end smiU 
alken flags. But, besides these distinguished 
pavilion there were, what Thomas de Vauz con- 
sidbied as a portentous nvmber of the oTdinary 
Uack tents of the Aiahs, bang si^dent, as he 
ooBoetyedt to acoomnodate« aeooiding to the 
Eastern ftshion, an host of five thoosand men. 
A number of Arabs and Cnrdo, folly correspond- 
ing to the extent fii the encampment, were haati* 
ly asssnbUngt osch leading his horse inhishand, 
and thwnvateat WIS aooompanied Iqr an astoniah^ 
iniE <*^<w n » y of their n^nsr iiuitrunicnls of martial 
music, by which, in all ages, the warfare of the 
Arabs has been animated. 

They soon formed a deep and confiised mass 
of dismounted cavalry in front of their encamp- 
numt, wb<^ at the signal of a shrill cry, whidi 
arose high over the dimgour of the mosic, each 
cavalier sprui^ to his saddle. A cloud of dust 
arising at the.moment of this mmcraVie, Ud ftem 
Richard and his aUendants the camp, the palm- 
trees, and the distant ridge of mountains, as 
well as the troops whose sudden movennmt bad 
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nosed the clottd, and, aaeeiidiiig high orer their 
heads, fi»rmed itself into the fantastic fonns of 
writhed i^liars, domes, and mtnaxets. Another 
shrill yell was heard from the bosom of this 
doudy tabemade. It was the sigjaal for the ^ea- 
valry to advance, which they .did at full gallop, 
dispofioig themselves as they came forwards, so as 
to come in at onee on the fr<mt, flmks, and rear, 
€i Bichard^s little body-guard, who Jftn thus sur* 
rounded, and almost choked by the d«ise clouds 
of dust enveloping them on each aide, through 
which were seen altonatety and lost the grim 
forms and wild faces of the Saracens, brandishing 
and tossing their lances in every possiUe direction, 
with the wildest cries and halloos, and frequently 
only reining up thirir horses when within a spear^s 
length of the Christians, while those in the rear 
disdiarged over the heads of both parties thick 
voUies of arrows. . One of these struck the litter 
in which the Queen was seated, who loudly 
screamed, and the red spot was on Richard'is brow 
in an instant. 

^^ Ha! Saint George,'^ he exclaimed, '^ we 
mast take some order with this infidel scaim T' 
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But Edith, whose litter was near, thrust her 
head out, and with her h^ind holding one of the 
shafts, exdaimed, ^* Royal Richard, beware what 
you do ! see, these arrows are headless r 

"^^ Noble,' sensible wench !^ exclaimed Richard ; 
** by Heaven, thou shamest us all by thy readinesb 
of thought and eye. — Be not mored, my Englidi 
hearts,^^ he exdaimed to his followers — ** thar 
arrows' haTe no beads — and their spears, too, lad^ 
the steel points. It is but a wild welcome, after 
their savage fashion, though doubtless they would 
rejoice to see ^s daunted or disturbed. Move on- 
ward, slow and steady J*^ 

The Kttle phalanx mored forvrard ikMSordmgly, 
accompanied on all sides by the Arabs, with the 
shrillest and most piercing cries, the bowmefi, 
meanwhile, displaying their agility by shooting as 
near the crests of the Christians as wati possible, 
without actually hitting tJiem, while the lancets 
charged each other with such rough blows of their 
blunt weapons, tl^t more than one of them lost his 
saddle, and well nigh his life, in this rough sport. 
All ' this, though designed to express welcome, 
liad rather a doubtful appearance in the eyes of 
the Europeans. 
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As they had advanced neurly halfway towards 
the eamp. King Richaid and his suhfonniiig, as 
it were^ the nucleus round which this tumultuary 
body, of horsemen howled, whooped, skirmidied, 
and galloped, creating a scene of indescribable con- 
fusion, anotfa^ shrill cry was heard, on which all 
these irfegulacs, who were on the firont and upon 
the flanks of the little body ot Europeans, whed- 
ed off, and fevmisg thanselves^into a long and 
deep column, ftUowed with comparatiye order 
and nknce in the r^ar of Eichard^ troop. The 
dust began now to dissipate in th«r front, when 
there advanced to meet tli^n, through that doudy 
veil, a body of eavaby of a different and more 
regular: description, eom^ietely armed with: offen« 
aive 4iBA defensive weapcms, and who might weil 
have. Jerved as a body-^guasd to the proudest of 
eastern j&onardis. .. Eadi . horse in that troop, 
which eoQsisted of five hundred men, was worth 
an eaiTs ransom. The riders were 6eor|^ and 
Circassian slaves in the very prime of life ; their 
hebnets and hauberks w^e formed of steel ringr, 
so bri^t that, they shone like silver; their ves- 
tures were of the gayest colours, and Bome of cloth 
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of gold or flilyer; Ae sndies were twisted with 
mlk sad gold, tbtax rich tuibans were plumed md 
jewdledyanddieir sabres and poniards of Damafr* 
oene steel, wen adorned with gold and gems on 
hik and scabbaxd. 

This spkndid troop advaiioed to die sound of 
■uKtarir mosic, and when they met the Christian 
body, they opened their files to the right and 
Isfi^ and let them enter between their ranks. 
Biehaid now assamed the ftremost place in his 
troop, aware that Saladin himself was apfooach^ 
ing. Nor was it long when, in the coitre of his 
faody«faasd, surrounded by his domeslic offi- 
oeis, and those hideous negroes who guard the 
Eaaten bwam, and whose midttpea forms were 
rendered yet more fiightfiil by the ricbifBS of 
their attire, came the Sd^dbui, with the look and 
manners of aae on whose brow Natmre had writ- 
ten. This is a king 1 In hk snow-whi|e turban, 
rest, and wide Sastem trowsers, wearing a sash of 
scarlet silk, without any other ornament, Saladin 
might have seemed the most jdain-dressed man in 
his own guard. But doeer inspeotion discerned 
in his turban that inestimable gem, whidh was ealU 
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ed by the poets, the Sea of Light ; the diamond 
on which his signet was engraved, and which he 
wore ill a ring, was probaUy worth all the jewels 
of the English crown, and a sapi^ire, which termi- 
nated the hilt of his canjiar, was of not much in* 
ferior vatne. It should be added, that to protect 
him from the dust, which, in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, resembles the finest aahes, or, perhaps, 
out of Oriental pride, the Soldan wore a sort of 
veil attached to his turban, whiefa partly obscured 
the view of bis noble featujpes. He rode a milk- 
white Arabian, which bore him as if conscious and 
proud of his noUe burthen. 

There was no need of farther introducticm. 
The two heroic monarchs, for such they both 
werei»threw themselves at once firom horseback, 
and the troops halting and the music suddenly 
ceasing, they advanced to meet each other in pvo- 
found siknce, and> after a courteous inclination 
on either side, they embraced as brethr«i and 
equals. The pomp and display upon both sidea 
attracted no farther notice — no one saw aught save 
Richard and Saladin, and they too behdd notlung 
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but each other. The looks with which Ridiatrd 
surveyed Salddin were, however, more intently 
cimotis than those which the Soldan fixed upon 
him ; and the Soldan also wai the first to break 

silence. 

** The Melee Ric is welcome to Saladin as wa- 
ter to this desert. I trust he hath no distrust of 
this numerous array. Excepting the armed slaves 
of my household, those who surround you with 
eyes of wonder and of welcome, arcf, even the 
humblest of them, the privileged nobles of my 
thousand tribes ; for who that could claim a title 
to be present, would remain at home when sudi a 
Prince was to be seen as Richard, with the terrors 
of whose name, even on the sands of Yemen, the 
nurse stills her child, and the &ee Arab siMues 
his restive steed.'^ 

"And these are all nobles of Araby ?" saidRich- 
ard, looking around on wild fd^rms withilfaeir per- 
sons covered with haicks, their countenance swart 
with the sunbeams, their teeth as white as ivory, 
their black eyes glancing with fiercetmd preterna- 
tural lustre from under the shade of their turbans. 
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and their dress being in general simple, even to 
meanness. 

^^ They claim such rank,^ said Sidadia ; '^ bat 
though numerous, they are within the conditions 
of the treaty, and bear no arms but the sabre*— 
even the iron of their lances is left behind.''^ 

^^ I fear,^^ muttered De Vaux in English, ^' they 
have left them where they can be soon found* — A 
most flourishing House of Feeri^, I confess, and 
would find Westminster-Hall sconething too nar« 
row for them."** 

<< Hush, De Vaux,^^ said Richard, ^' I com- 
mand thee. — ^Noble Saladin,"^ he said, ^^ suspicion 
and thou cannot e?dst on the same ground.*— 
See^st thou,? pointing to the litters — ^^ I too have 
brou^t some champions with me, thougji armed, 
perhaps, in breach of agreement, for bright eyeB 
and fair features are weapons which cannot be Irft 
behind.'^ 

The Soldan, turning to the litters, made an 
obeisance as lowly as if looking towards Mecca, 
and kissed the sand in token of respect 

^* Nay,'^ said Richard, — *^. they will not fear a 
closer encounter, brother ; wilt thou not ride to- 

14 
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w«di their litlMrs, and the curtttns will be jMie- 
g^tly withdrawn ?"" 

'< Theft imiy AUeh prohtt»tr said Sidadiii; 
<< gmoe not an Arab looks en- who would not - 
thisk it shame to thenoUe ladies to be seen with 
thor &oes uncovered.^ 

<^ Tliou »halt see them then in priyste, bro- 
ther,^ aasweied Bich«d% 

** To what purpoee ?^ answered Saladin^ monni^ 
fiilly. ^ Thy last letter was, to the hopes jrhich 
I had entertabed, like water to fire ; and where- 
foie should I again light a flame, which may in- 
deed consume, but camiot cheer me P^-^But will 
not my bci^thcr pass to the tent whodi his servant 
hath pr^Mured tohim ? My prindpal Uade dave 
hath taken order for the reception of thePrianesses 
-«-tfa6 officers of my hous^old will attend, your 
followers, and ourself wi]} be the chambi^rlam of 
the royal Richard.^. 

fie led the w^y accordingly to a splendid pa- 
vilion, where was everything that royal luxury 
could devise. De Vaiiz, who waa in attendance, 
diffii reteoved the ehappe, (capa,) or long riding- 

10 
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cloak irhicli Riebavdi vote, sad he «tood before 
Sakdki in the dose drees vhicfa diowed to ad- 
▼antage the strength and eyametry of hie person*, 
while it bote a tHjcong oonlrait to the flowtngTobeat 
iHiicfa dtiguised the iMn Aame of the eastern 
menaneh. It was Richard*s two-faanded sword 
that cUeflj attracted the attentien of the Bara- 
eea, a broad straight Uadt, tbe ue^axm^ xm- 
mOdj Imigth of whidi extended weU nigh firom 
the ehottlder to the heel ot die wearer. 

» Bad I not,'' and Saladin, ^ seen dus brand 
flaming in the front of batde, like diataf Asrad^ 
I had scaree believed that haman armeonld wieU 
it Might I request to see the Mefec Rir strike 
one blow witli k in peace» and in pnr^ triisl of 
stmiglb?^ 

'^ Willingly, noble SaladiB^"* aoiwrared mA^ 
atd ; and lookii^ around ibr maiaOSaag wheixe* 
on to exeraiae his strengtby he saw a stedi maoe, 
hdd by <»ie of the attendants^ the handle being 
of the siune metaJ, and abdot an inch and a half 
in jKameter*— diiii he placed on a Uock of wood. 

The anxiety of De Ymxx, lev his master's ho- 

VOL. IV. IX 
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iiour,'led hkn to wkispHr. m Enj^idi--^^' For the 
blesaed y irgin^s sake, beware whal youattempt, 
my liege ! Your fiill strength is not as yet re- 
lomed— ^ve no txiiunph to the infidd."' 
• << Peaoe^ foolT said Richard, standingfiim on 
his gxound, and casting a fierce glance around-^ 
'* thinkest thou that I can fidl in his presence.?'" 
. The glittering broadsvord, wielded by bodi his 
hands, rose aloft to the Eaqg^s kft shoulder, 
circled round his head, descended with the awa^ 
of some terri^c engine, and die bar of iron rolled 
on the ground in two pieces, as a woodsman wbuU 
sever a sapUng , wkh a hedging-^bill. . 
.^ << By the head of the Prophet, almost wond^- 
fill blow !^ said the Soldan, cridcaUy'and accinrate^ 
ly examinmg the iron bar which had bedi^ut asun- 
der; andthebladepf the sw(^ was so.wdl tern 
ed as to; exhibit not.the.least token of haidng:suf's 
fi»:ed by the: feat it had perfotmed: He then took 
the King's hand^ .and looking on jthe jsixe aiid 
muscular stfengthi.which^ it exhiUted, lai]^hed jtt 
he placed beside it his own, so -lank and thin, so 
inferi<»r in brawn and sinew. 

" Ay, look well,'' said Dc Vaux, in English, 
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** it will be long ere your long jack-an»ape'^ fin* 
gers do such a feat with your fine gilded reaping- 
hook there.''' 

** Silence, De Vaux," said Richard ; " by Our 
Lady, he understands or guesses thy meaning—* 
be not so broad, I pray thee.^ 

The Soldan, indeed, presently said— ^^ Som^ 
thing I would fain attempt-— yet, wherefore should 
the weak show their inferiority in presence of the 
stvong ? Yet, each land hath its own exerases, 
and this may be new to the Melee Ric.'^ — So say- 
ing, he took from the floor a cushion of silk and 
down, and placed it upright on one end.-^^^ Can 
thy weapon sever that cushion ?^' he said to King 
Richard. . 

** Nov surely ,** teplied the King, ** no sword oil 
earth, were it the Excalibar of King Arthur, can 
cut that which opposes no steady resistance.^ 

'^ Mark, then,^ said Saladin ; and tucking up 
the sleeve of his gown, showed his arm, long in- 
deed and spare, but which constant exercise had 
hardened into a mass consisting of nought but 
bone, brawn, and sinew. He unsheathed his scy- 

r 
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aitar^ A curved and nacnm Uade, which glitter- 
ed not like the ewcords of the Fnuiks^ but i^ on 
the contrary, of a dull blue colour, ifkarked with 
ten milliona of xneand^mg lines, which showed 
how the metal had been welded by the annourer. 
Wielding this weapon, apparently so inefficient 
ijrheii compared to that of Bichard, the Soldan 
stdbd resting hia weight upon his left foot, which 
was dightljr advanced; be balanced himself a little 
as if to stoidy his sjo^ then stepping at once for? 
ward, drew the acymitai: across the cudiion, apply- 
ing die edge so desM^erously^ and with, so liide 
affpBOswkt effoit, that the cushion seined rather to 
fidl asunder than to be divided by violence. 

^^ It is a jugglery's trick,^ said De \ajax, dart- 
ing forward and snatching up the portion of the 
oushioii whidi had been cut off^ as if to insure 
himsdUPof the redity of the feat,*^^^ there i&gra- 
maiye in this/^ 

The Soldan seemed to comprehend him, for he 
undid the sort of veU which he had Utheito woni, 
}aid it double along the edge of his safare, extend* 
ed the weapon edgeways in the air, and drawing it 
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suddenly through the y«I, although it bong on 
the blade entirely loose, severed that also into two 
parts, which floated to diffeftat sides of the tent, 
equally displaying the extreme temper and sharp- 
ness of the weapon, and the exquisite dexterity of 
him who used it. 

*^ Now, in good faith, my brother,^ said Rich* 
ard, '' thou art even matchless at the trick of the 
sword, and right perilous were it to meet thee I 
Still, however, I put some ftith in a downright 
English blow, and what we cannot do by dight, 
we eke out by strength. Nevertheless, in tniA 
thou art as ^qpert in inflicting wounds, as my 
sage Hakim in curing them. I trust I shall see 
the learned leech"-^! have much to thank him for, 
and had brought some small present.^ 

As he spoke, Saladin exriiaaged hifei turban for 
a Tartar cap. ' He had no sooner done so, than De 
Vauxwpened at once his extended mouth and his 
large round eyes, and Richard gaaed with scaxos 
less astonishment, while the Soldan spoke in a 
grave and altered voice : ^' The sick man, sayeth 
the poet, knoweth the physician by his step; but 
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when he is recovered, he knowetb liot even his 
fiicc when he looks \ipon him.^ ' 

" A miracle ! — a miracle T exclaimed Richard. 
*' Of Mabound'a working, doubtless,'" said Tho- 
^mas de Vanx, 

^* fbat I should lose my learned Hakim^ si^d 
Skhard, *^ merely by absence of his cap and robe, 
and that I should find him again in my royal bro- 
^rSalaidinT 

'i ^* Such' is oft th^ fiftshion of the world,"" answer- 
ed the. Sold«n ; ^^ the tattered robe makes not ai- 
i^ays th6 dertisch.'^ 

<' And it was through thy intercesstoo/*' said 
Richard, '^ that yonder Xnight of the Leopard 
was saved fiom death — and by thy artifice that he , 
revisited my camp in disguise ?'^ 

'"^^ Even so,^ replied Saladin; " I was jfliy- 
sidan enough to know, that unless the wouilds of 
his bleeding honour were staunched, the days of 
his life must be few. Hi^ disguise w«^ Udore 
easily penetrated than I bad expected from the 
success of my own.* • 

*« An iccldent,'' said King Richard, (probdtUy 
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aUiidiiig to ike dxcumstaiice of his ii|iplying his 
lips to the wound of the supposed Nubian,) ^' let 
me first know that his skin was artifidally.disco-^ 
louiaed ; and that hint once taken, detection became 
easy 9 for his form and person are not to be forgot* 
ten. I confidently expect that he will do battle 
on the moiTow.^ * . 

>^ He is full in preparation, and high in hope/^ 
said the Soldan. ^^ I have fiimidied him with 
w^pons and> horse, thinldng nobly ot him from 
what I have seen under various disguises.^ 

<^ Knows he now,^ said Richard, ^' to whom he 

lies tmdcar obligation ?^ 

* <« He^doth,'^ replied the Saracen**-^' I was 

obliged to confess my person when I unfolded 
my purpose.'*^ 

*^ And confessed he aught to you ?^ said the 
King of Skigiland. 

<<iNothing explicit,^ replied the Soldan ; ^^ but 
from tnui^h that pasded between us, I conoeiTe his 
love is too highly placed to be happyin its issue.^^ 

^< And thou knewest, thai his daring and in- 
solent passion crossed thine own wishes ?^ safd 
Richard. ' 
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'^a^tilgiiMajojuidb/'aaidSdadui; ''but 
kk pwiioB bod eziited cm my wiahct iiad bmk 
formwl "tOTJj X miiBl now add, it like to aatme 
fthem*<<^ ctmot, in honour^ revenge me tot my 
dteappoiiitmeiii m, him who had no hand in it 
Or, if this high-born dame bved him belter thn 
myaelf, who can say that she did not jnatioe to a 
knight who is fiili of noUbiesa ?"" 

** Yet of too mean lineage to mix with the 
Uood of Phmtageoett'^ said Richard^ haughtily. 

^* Sadi may he your maxims in Frangislan^"^ 
replied, the Soldan. ^' Our poets of the eastern 
countries say, that a valiant camet-dxiver is worthy 
to kiss the Hp of a fair Queen, when a cowardly 
prinee is not worthy to salute the hem of her gar^^ 
ment But with your leave, noble brother^ I must 
take leave of thee for the present, to repdive the 
Dnke of Austria and yond^ Nazarepe -knight, 
much less worthy of hoepitality, hut who must 
yet be suitably entreated, not fof their 9akes, but 
for mine own honouv— for what saith the sage 
Lokman ? ^ Say not tha^ the food is lost unto thee 
wflich is given to the 8tra))ger-r-for if hia body I;^ 
strengthened and fattened therewithal, np^ l^ss is 



TALES OF THE CRVftAPXKS. 81S 

tfaiae owtt woMliip and good name dittiihed and 
aiqpnented.^^ 

Tiid Saeacen Monarch deported fxom King 
Riehard''fi tent, and havingin£oatedtohim,iatlier 
witb signs than with speedi, where ihe paTifion of 
the Queen and her atteodanta was pitched, he 
went to reeeire the Marquis oi Montsetrat and 

his attendants, for whrai, with less good will, bat 

It 

with equal splendour, the nn^gidficeiit Soldaa had 
provided accdrnmodations. The most ample re- 
freshments, both in the Oriental, and after the 
European fissfaion, were iqnead before the royal 
and princely guests of Saladin, eadi in their own 
separate J>a?ilibn; and so attentiTe was the SdU 
dan to the hribits and taste of his vintors, that 
Grecian slayes were stationed to present them 
with th& goblet whi<di is the abwiination of the 
sect^df Mahommed Bre Richard had finished his 
nflieal, iim aneient Omrah, who had brought the 
Soldan^s letter to the Christian camp, entered 
widi a jiaxi of the d^emonial to be observed on 
the succeeding day of combat. Richard, who 
knew the taste of his old acquaintance, invited 
him to pledge him in a flagon of wine of Scfai* 



SI 4 TALES OF TUK CRUSADE&S. 

ttm; but AbdaUab gave him to understaad, with 
a raefiil aspect, that self-denial, in the ]^es^it 
circumstances, was a matter in which his life was 
concerned; for that Saladin, tolerant in many 
respects, bodi ofaseryed, and enforced by high 
penalties, the laws of the Prophet. 
. *^ Nay, then,'" said Richard, *^ if he loves not 
wine, that lightener of the human heart, his ooUf* 
▼ersion is not to be.hoped for, and the prediction 
of the mad priest of Engaddi goes like ehaGFdo^vii 
thewind.^ 

The King then addressed him to settle the 
articles of combat, which cost a considerable time, 
aa it. was necessary on some points, to consult 
with the opporate parties,, as well as with the Sol- 
dan. 

They were at length finally agreed upbn, and 
adjusted by a protocol in French and in Arabian, 
which was subscribed by Saladin as umpire of the 
field, and by Richard and Leopold as guarantees 
for the two combatants. As the Omrah took:hi8 
final leave of King Richard for the evening, De 
Vaux entered. - - . 

*5 The good, knight,"'' he said,- V- who is: to .do 
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battle tcMnorrow, requests to know, whether he 
flMiy not to-night pay duty to his royal god- 
frther.'' 

. ^* Hast thou seen him, De Vaux P'' said the 
King; smiling ; ^^ and didst thou know an ancient 
acquaintance P"** • , 

! '^ By Our Lady of Lanercost,^ uswered De 
Vaox/^^ there are so many surprises and changes 
in this land, that my poor brain tiims. * I scarce 
knew Sir Kenneth of Scotland, till bis good hound, 
diat had been for a short while under my care, 
came and fawned on me ; and even then I only 
knew the tyke by the depth of his chest, the 
soqndness of his foot,' and his manner of bay- 
ing ; for the poor fellow was painted like any Ve< 
netian courtezan.^ 

^^ Thpa art better skilled in brutes than men, 
De Vaux,^. Mid the King. 

** I will not deny," said De Vaux, " I have 
found them ofttimes the honester animals. AIso^. 
your Grace is pleased to term me sometimes 'a 
brute mysdf ; besides that I serve the LioD,'whom 
all men acknowledge the king of brutes*"' 

*^ Marry^ there thou brokest thy lance fairly on 
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my brow,** said t&e King. <* I hsve ever said 
thoa bast a sort of wit, De Vftttx-^manrf, one 
must strike thee with a sledge-hammer ere it om 
be made to sparkle. But to the present gear — is 
the good kniglit well aimed and equi^ed?^ 

** Fully, my liege, and nobly ,^^ answered De 
Yaux ; ^ I know the armour well-^t it tb^t which 
the V^ietian commissary offered your higlmess, 
just ere y6u became HI, for five bondred bezsasts/ 

«« And he hath sold it to the infidel Soldan, I 
warrant tne, for a few dncats more, and paesenl 
payment ? These Venetians would sell the Se- 
pukhre itself r 

^* It will nefver be borne in a nobler cause,^ said 
Do Vauz« 

<< Thanks to the nobleness of the Saraoen,^ 
said the ISiagf *^ not to the ayarioe of the Vene- 
tians.'*^ 

^ I would to Grod your Grace would be more 
cautious,^ said the anxious Do Vaux.-*-^* Here are 
we deserted by all our alHes, for points of of- 
fence gkrea to one or another ; we cannot hope to 
prosper upon the land^ and we have coly to quar« 
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rel widi the amphibious republic, to lose the 
jManfl of retreat by sea T 

^* I will take care,^ said Rtchard, impatiently ; 
^' but school me no more. Tdl me radier, &r it 
is of interest, hath the knight a confessor ?^ 

'< He hath,"* answered De Vaux ; ^* the her- 
mit <^ £ngaddi, who erst did him that office when 
pr^aiing for death, attends him on the present 
occasion ; the fame of the cbiel having fasongfat 
him htAer.^ 

'< 'Tis wdir said Richard; '' and now for the 
knight^s request. Say to him, Richard will recdve 
him when the discharge ei his deyoir beside the 
Diamond of the Desert, diall hare atoned f(» his 
fluilt beside the Mount of Saint George ; and as 
thoa paaaest through the camp, let the Qtwen 
know I will visit her payilion— and tell Blondel 
to med; ine there.^ 

De Vaux departed, and in aboixt an hour af- 
terwords, Richard, wnqoping his mantle around 
him, and taking his gittem in his hand, wdked 
in the direction of the Qneen^s pavilion. Seve- 
ral Arabs passed him, but always with averted 
heads, and l6oks fixed upon^tbe eardi, though he 
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couU observe that all gazed earnestly after bim 
when be was past. This led him justly to cob^ 
jecture that his person was known to them ; bat 
that either the Soldan'^s commands, or^eir owA 
oriental politeness, forbade them to seem to notiee 
a sovereign who desired to remain incognito. 

When the King reached the pavilion of his 
Queen, he found it guarded by those unhappy 
officials whom eastern jealousy places around the 
Zenana. Blondel was walking before the door^ 
•and touched his rote from time to time, in a man- 
ner which made the Africans show their ivoiy 
ieeth, and beat burthen with their strange ges' 
iures and fihrill unnatural voices. 
; *^ What art thou after with this herd of black 
cattle, Blondel ?'^ said the King ; ^^ wherefore 
goest thou not into the tent ?^ 

<< Because my trade can neither spare the head 
fior the fingers,^^ said Blondel; ^* and these ho. 
nest blackamoors threatened to cut me joint from 
joint if I pressed forward." 

« Wdl, enter with me,'' said the King, ** and 
I will be thy safeguard."' . 

The blacks accordingly lowered pikes and 

11 
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swords fo King Richard, and bent their eyes on 
the ground, as if unworthy to look upon him. In: 
the interior, of the pavilion, they found Thomas- 
de Vaux,iji attendance ou the Queen. While Be- 
rengaria welcomed Blondel, King Richard spoke 
for some time secretly and apart with his fair^ 
kinswoman. 

At length, «' Are we still foes, my fair Edith (^ 
he said in a whisper. ' . . > 

^^ No, lay Uei^/^ said Edith, in^a rbiee just so 
low AS not to interrupt the miisic*^^^ none can 
bear enmity against King Richard, when he' 
deigns to show himself, as he really is, generous 
and noble, as well as valiant and honourable.^ ' 

So saying, she ext^ded her hand to him. The 
Kii^ kissed it in token of reconciliation, and theii> 
proceeded. 

' ^' Y'w think, my sweet cousin, that my im«* 
ger.in this>natter was £»gned; but you are de>- 
ceived. The punishment I inflicted upon this' 
knight was just ; for he had betrayed— no matter 
for how tempting a Inibe, fair cousin— «the trust 
committed to him. But I rqjoioe, perchance as 
much as you, that to-morrow gives him chance to 
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win the Mdf and throw hmk the fttta whkh for 
II time dung to him, upon the actual tUef aid 
traitor. No !«->fttture times may bfaune Richavd 
fi>r impetuous felly ; but they shall siyr, that in 
rendering judgment, he was just when he should, 
and merciful when he oould.^ 

** Laud not thyself, cousin King,^ said EdKth. 
** They may call thy jnstioe croelQr*— thy mercy 
caprice.^^ 

'< And do not thou pride thyseU^** said tlie 
King^ ^* as if thy knight, who hath not yet bueUed 
on hie armour, were unbeltaig it in. triumph— 
Conrade of Montserrat is lield a good lanee. 
What if the Scot should loae the day ?"" 

'* It is impofisUble r said Edith, fiimly— '' My 
own eyes saw yonder Comrade tiemUe and diange 
colour, like a base thief. He is guilQr-*-aiid the 
trial by combat is an appeal to the pistiee of God. 
-«-I myself, u sudi aoause, would enedmiter him 
without fear."" 

<' By die mass, I think dioo wotMtit^ ^encK 
said the King, '^ and beat him to boot ; for there 
never breathed a truer Rantagenet than diou.^ 

IS 
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He paused, and added in a very serious tone,--^ 
*^ See that thou contiirae to xemember what is 
due to thy bbth.^ 

^' What means that advice, so seriously given 
M this moment ?* said Edith. ^* Am I of such 
light nature as to foiget my name-nny condi* 
tlonr 

*' I will speak plainly, Edith,** answered the 

» 

Kbg, ** and as to a £riend,-^What will this 
knight be to you, should he come off victor from 
yonder Usts ?^ 

«« To mi^r said Edith, blushing deep with 
shame and displeasure,—^* What con he be to me 
more than tax honoured Imight, worAy of such 
graee as Queen Berengaria might confer on him, 
bad he selected her for his lady, instead of a more 
unworthy ehoioe ? The meanest knight may de- 
vote himself to the service of an empress, but the 
glory of his choice^^ she said proudly, ^^ must be 
his reward.^* 

^* Yet he hath served and suffered much for 
yoti,^ said the King. 

^* I have paid his services with honour and ap- 
plause, and his sufferings with tears,^* answered 

VOL. IV. X 
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Edith. ^^ Had he desired other reward, he would 
have loved within his own degree.'" 

^^ You would not then wear the bloody nights 
gear for his sake ?^ said King Richard. 

*^ No more,*^ answered Edith, '< than I would 
hare required him to expose his life by an acdon, 
in which there was more madness than honour*^ 

** Mudens talk ever thus,^ said the King ; 
'< but when the &voured lover presses his suit, 
Ae says, with a sigh, her stars had decreed other- 
wise.'* 

«' Your Grace has now, finr the second thne, 
threatenedme with the influence of my horosoi^,^ 
Edith repMed, with dignity* '^ Trust me, my 
liqpe, whatever be the power of the stars, your 
poor kinswoman will never wed either infidd, or 
obscure adventurerv-— Permit me, that I listen to 
the music of Blondel, for the tone of youstoyal 
admonitions is scarce so grateful to the ear/* 

The conclusion <tf the evening offered m 
worthy of notice. 
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CHAPTER Xy. 

Heaid ye the din of bftttle biay, 
Lance to lance, and bona to bone ? ' 

GtAT. * 

It had been i^^reed, on aecount of tbe heat of the 
clHiiate, that die judicial combat, which was the 
camieof the present assemblage of various nations 
at the Diamond of the Desert, should take place 
at one hour after sunrise. The wide lists, which 
had been ccmstructed under the inspection of the 
Knigkl of the Leopard, inclosed a space of hard 
aand, which was one hundred and twenty yards 
loi^ by forty in widtik They extended in length 
from north to south, so as to give both parties the 
equal advantage of the rising sun. SiJadin'^s royal 
seat was erected on the western side of the inclo- 
sure, just in the centre, where the combatants wer^ 
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c^qiected to meet in mid encounter. Opposed to 
this was a gallery witli closed casements, so contri- 
ved, that ibe ladies, whose station it was designed 
to be, might see the fight without being themselves 
exposed to view. At either extremity of ihe lists 
was a barrier, which could be opened or shut at 
pleasure. Thrones had been also erected, but the 
Arch-Duke, perceiving ihat his was lower than 
King BichanTs, refused to occupy it ; and Cceor 
'fle Lion, who would have submitted to much ere 
any formality should have interfered with the 
combat, readily agteed that the sponsors, as ihej 
were caUed, should remain on horseback during 
the fight. At one extremity of the Hats were ^i^ 
ced the followers of Richard, and opposed to them 
were those who accompanied the defender, Ck>n- 
rade. Around the throne destined for the Soldan, 
were ranged his splendid Georgian Guards, and 
the rest of the indosure was occupied by Christian 
and Mahommedan spectators. 

Long before day-break, the lists were surround- 
ed by even a larger number of Saracens than Rich- 
ard had seen on the preceding evening. When 
Ihe first ray of the sun's glorious €»h arose above 



J 
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the desert, the sonovDus cidl^ *^ To prayer^-to 
prayerr was pouied forth by ihe Bdcbm himsdi^ 
and aasweied by others, irho«e rank and leal en- 
titled them to act as mueunis. It was a strikiiig 
jpectade to see them all sink to earth, for the 
pnrpose of repeatmg their doTotbns, with their 
fiuies turned to Mecca. But when they arose 
fifom the ground, theson^s rqrif now strengthen^ 
hg frst, seemed to confirm the Lciprd of GilahuuTs 
coqecture of the night before. They were teb- 
ed bade from many a spear«head, for the poindess 
lances of the preceding day were certainly no 
longer sudi. De Vaux pointed it out to his ma»- 
ter, who answered with impatience, that he had 
perfect confidence in the good faith of the Soldan ; 
bat if De Vaux wieis afraid of his bulky body, he 
might retire. 

Soon after this the noise of timbrels was heard, 
at the sound of which the whole Saracen cava- 
liers threw themseJtres firom their horses, and pro^* 
strated themselyes, as if for a second morning 
prayer. This was to ffwe an opportunity to the 
Queen, with Edith and her attendants, to pass 
firom the p«?ifion to th^ gallery iiNiended fi>r ikffik. 
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Fiftjr gvaids of Saladm^B teaif^ escorted thean^ 
with naked sabres^ whose oxders were^ to cut to 
pieces whomsoever, were he prince or peasant, 
should venture to gaieon the ladies as they pass- 
ed, or even psesume to raise his head unlal the 
cessation of the music should make all men aware 
that tbqr were lodged in their gallery, not to be 
gaisd on by Um curious eye. 

This supcntitions observance of Oriental re- 
verence to the fiur sex, called forth fiom Queen 
Berengaxia some eritidsms very unfaveinaMe to 
Salatti and his country. But their den, as the 
loyal fior caUed it, beii^ i^eouely closed and 
guarded by their sable attendants, she was under 
the necessity of contenting herself with seeing, and 
laying aside for the present the stiU more exod- 
lent pleasure of being seen. 

Meantime the sponsors of both champions went, 
as was their duty, to see ihat they weie duly 
aimed, and prepared for combat TheAxeh-^Duke 
of Austria was in no hutry to perform this port of 
the cerraiony, havmg had rather an unusually se- 
vere debauch upon wine of Schiras the precec&pg 
eiying. 3ut the Grand Master of die Temple, 
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Biare deeply oonomied in the eyent of die com* 
bftt» was early befi»e the tent of Coarade of Mimt- 
sanat Tcifcis great surpnse, the attendants re- 
fused him admittance^ 

<< Do you not knov m^ ye knayea ?^ said the 
Grjftnd A^ter, in great aiqper. 

^^ Wo do, most Taliant and reverend,^ answer- 
ed Ccoirade^s squire ; ^* but even you may not at 
presoit enter — ^the Kanpiis is about to con&ss 
himself.'' 

^ Confess himself!'' exdaimed the Tanpfaur, 
in a tone where ahucm mingled with surpive and 
soom,-— ^^ and to whom, I pray thee ?" 

<^ My master bid me be secret," said the squire ; 
on which the Grand Master pushed past him, and 
entered the tent. 

The Marquis of Montserrat was kneding at 
the feet of the hermit of Engaddi, and in the act 
of beginning his rconfesuon. 

*^ What means diis. Marquis ?" said the Grand 
Master ; ^^ up, for shame-^-or, if you must needs 
confess, am not I here ?" 

^^ I hare confessed to you too oft already," re- 
plied Conrade, with a pale cheek and a faltering 
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Toke. /^ For Gh)d*i •■!»> Gnmd Master, begone^ 
and let ne mifold my anwefeiiot to thk holy 



<< In wluKt is be holier dnn I am ?^ sud the 
Gtsftd Master^*-**' HeaMt, praphek, madman- 
say, if thou daiest, in what tihoa eieeUest me r* 

'' Bold and bad man,'' replied the heimit, 
*' know that I am like ihe lattioed window, and 
the dixrina light paasss through to avail todmn, 
though, abs I it helpeth not me. Thou art like 
the iroa stanchionsy which neiiher reeeiTe light 
themselves, nor eommunlcate it to any one.^ 

^* Prate not to me, but depart from this tent,* 
said the Grand Master ; *^ the Marquis shall not 
confess this morning, unless it be to me, for I 
part not from his side.^ 

^' Is this your jdeasnre,^' said the hemit to 
Conrade ; '^ for think not I will obey that ipMnA 
man, if you continue to desire my assistance.^ 

*^ Alas,^ said. Conrade, hresolutely, *< what 
would you have me say ?*-Faiewell &r a while— 
we will speak anon.^ 

Oh, ptocrastioation i"" exdaimod the heimit^ 

thou art a soul-murderer ! Unhaf^y man, &re- 
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weIl--«iol fer a wMk, but unti^we thall both 
iiieet-<»no matter where. And for thee,^ he add- 
ed, toning i» the Grand Master, <* Tesmblb !^ 

^^ Tremble T repHed the Templar, oontemptu^ 
oody, <* I cannot if I woold*^ ^ 

The henml heard not hb answer, having left 
the tent. 

^* Come^ to thb gear hastily,^ said the Cirand 
Master, ^^ since thou wilt needs go through the 
fbolery.-^Httrk thee— *I thinkl know most of thy 
firailties by heart, so^e may omit the detail, which 
may be somewhat a long one, and begin with the 
absolutbn. What signifies counting the spots of 
dirt that we are about to wash from our hands ?^ 

^< ^Knowing what thou art thyself^^ said Con- 
rade, ^^ it is blasphemous to speak of pardoning 
another.^ 

^* That is not accorcKng to the canon. Lord Mar- 
quis,'' said the Templar,—" thou art more scru- 
pulous than orthodox. The absolution of the wick- 
ed priest is as effectual as if he were a saint — other- 
wise, God help the poor penitent I What wound- 
ed man inquires whether the surgeon that tents 
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1m gaifaes harf dam hands or no?— Cone, shall 
we to this toy P^ 

"^ No,"" Bud Comrade, " I will Ather ^ iin- 
confessed than mode the sacrament.'*' 
' << Come, noble Marquis,"' sdd the Templar, 
* rouse vKp your courage, and speak not thus. In 
an hour's time thou shalt stand victorious in the 
lists, or confess thee in thy helmet, like a vafiant 
knight'' 

*^ .AJas, Grand Master,^ answered Conrade, 
^* aU augurs ill for this affair. The strange dis^ 
coyery by the instinct of a dog — ^the revival of this 
Scottbh knight, who comes into the lists like a 
spectre— all betokens evil." 

** Pshaw," said the Templar, ^^ I have seen 
thee bend thy lance boldly against him in sport, 
and with equal chance of success-— think thou art 
but in a tournament, and who bears him better in 
the tilt-yard than thou ?— Come, squiies and ar« 
mourers, your master must be accoutred for the 
field." 

The attendants entered accordingly, and began 
to arm the Marquis. 

What mombg is without .^" said Conrade. 



a 
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The nm riaes iiadj^^ ansvtered a squire. 

^^ Thou seest, Graud Master,"" said Cmirade, 
^' nou^t snj^ on us."* 

^^ Thou wilt fight the more coolly, my son,"" 
a&swered the Templar ; ^^ thank Heaven, that 
hath tempered the sun of Palestine to suit thine 



ocoafii<m."' 



Thus jested the Grand Master, but his jests 
had lost their influence oti the mind of the Mar* 
quis,. and, notwithstanding his attempts to seem 
gay, the gloom communicated itself to the Grand 
Master. 

^ <^ This craven,"" he thoi^ht, ^^ will lose the day 
in pure fiuntness and cowardice of heart, which he 
calls tender conscience. I, whom visions and au- 
guries shake not— who am firm in my purpose as 
the living rock— I should have fought the combat 
2nysel£— Would to God the Scot may strike him 
dead on the spot— -it were next best to his winning 
the victory. B«t come what will, he must have 
no other confessor than myself— our sins are too 
much in common, and he might oonfiws my share 
with his own."" 
While these thoughts passed through his mind, 
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lie ooBtfmied to MsitI tlie Marquis in tfndng, but 
it WIS in eiknce. 

The hour at length amvad, die Mmnpets sound- 
ed, the kniglMs rode into the lists aimed at all 
points, and monnted like men who were to do 
hatlk fan a kuigdom^i honour. They, woee their 
▼iioffs up, and, riduig around the lists three times, 
idMWed themsdves to the i^ectatofs. Both were 
goodly persons, and both had noUe ootrntenanees. 
But there was an air of manly confidence oii*the 
blow of the Seot—A laAancy of hope, wUdi 
amounted even to cheerfidness, while, although 
pride and effort had recalled much of Conrade^s 
natural courage, there kwered still on his brow a 
doud of ominous despondence. Even his steed 
seemed to tread less lightly and falitlraly to the 
trumpet-sound than the noUe Arab which was 
bestrode by Sir Kenneth ; and the spruch-eprecher 
shook his head while he observed, that while the 
challenger rode aronnd the Hats in the course of 
the sun, that is from right to. left, die defioider 
made the same circuit xmddermna. that is hsom 
left to right, which is in most countraes held xnni- 
nous. 
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A lemporaiy ilUrWM erected )utl boieidt the 
galleiy oocupied by the Queeiit and beside it 
stood the bemit m the dress of his order, as a 
Camclite firiar. Other diuxehmen were also pre- 
aent To iUs altar the challcngsr and defimder 
were succesnyely farougfat forward, conducted fay 
their raspectiye sponsors. Dismounting befinre it, 
each knight UTouched the justice of his cause 
by a solenn oath on the Eyangeljsts, and prayed 
tluit his success night be acomrding to the truth or 
fidsdiood of what he then swore. They also made 
oath, that they came to do battle in knightly guise, 
and witih die usual weqpona, disdaiming the use 
of speUs, duomsf or magicsl devices, to indine 
victory to iheir dde. The challoiger made his oath 
with a firm and manly voice, and a bold and deer- 
fill countenance. When the ceremony was fimshed, 
he looked at the gallery, and bent his head to the 
earth, as if in honour of those invisible beauties 
which were indosed vrithin ; then, loaded with ar^ 
mour as be was, sprung to the saddle widiout the 
use of the stirrup, and made his courser carry him 
inasoecession of caiaooles to his station at the east- 
ern extreavLty of the lists. Conrade also psesented 
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Umsdf he£ore the ahar with boldness enough ; 
bat liui voice, at he took the oath, sounded hol- 
low, as if drowned in his htlmet. The lips, with 
whicli he appealed to Heaven to adjudge victoty 
to the just quarrel, grew white, as they 'uttered 
the impious mockery. As he turned to remount 
his hone, the Grand Master approached him 
doaer, as if to rectify somelliing about the mtting 
of his goiget, and whispered,-*^' Coward and 
fool f-^recaU thy senses, and do me tfaia battle 
bravely,^ dbe, by HeaTen, diouUTsl thou escape 
him» thou eseapest not me r ^ 

The savi^ tone m which tfaia was whispered^ 
periii^ completed the conlbsioK of the Marquises 
nerves, £br he stumbled as he made to horse; and 
though he recovered his feet, sprung to the saddle 
with his usual agility, and displayed his address 
in horsananship as he assumed his position oppo- 
site to the challenger^ yet the accident did not 
escape those who «were on the watch for omemr, 
which might predict the fate of the day. 

The priests, after a solemn prayer, that God 
would show the rightful quarrel, departed fiom 
the lists. The trumpets of the challei^^ then 
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rung a flouridiy tnd a herald-at-arms piocUdnied 
at the eastern end ci the liBts,— -^^ Here stands a 
good knight. Sir Kenneth of Sootknd, chamidon 
for the royal King Richard of England, who ao- 
cttseth Conrade^ Marquis of Montserrat, of find 
tr^tfon and dishonour done to the said King.^ 

When the words Kenneth of Scotland announ- 
ced the name and character of the champion, hi- 
therto scarce generally known, a loud and dheerfol 
aodaim burst firom the followers of King Richard, 
and hardly, notwithstandii^ repeated commands 
et silence, suffered the reply of the ddendant to be 
heard. He, of course, avouched his innocence, and 
offered his body for battle; The es^piires of the 
ccanbatants now approached, and deliyered to each 
bis shield and lance, assisting to hang the fixrmer 
around his neck, that his two hands might remain 
free,— one for the management of the bridle, the 
other to direct the lance. 

The shield of the Scot diqikyed his old bear- 
ing, the leopard, but with the addition of a collar 
and broken chain, in allusion to lis late captivity. 
The shield of the Marquis bore, in reference t5 his 
title, a serrated and rocky mountain. Each shook 

u 
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kk Usact akA, u if to Moertain the wdght ad 
lou^hMM of the unvieldy weapon, and then laid 
it in the rest. The sponsors, heralds, and squmv, 
3Mm xetiied to the barriers, and the combstants sat 
opposite to each other, fiuse to face, with eou^wd 
lanoe and closed viior, the human form so oom- 
pletriy iadosed, that they looked more like sta- 
tues of molten-iron, than beings of flesh and blood. 
The silenee of suspense was now gaiend'*»^mea 
bveatbed thicker, aad their yery souls seeineA 
aeated lA their eyes, while not a sound was to te 
htmAmve the snorting and pawing of tiie good 
iteeds, who, sendble of what was about to bap- 
pen, were impatient to dbdi into career. They 
stood thus fer perhaps three minutes, when, at a 
signal given by the Soldan, an hundred instru- 
ments rent the air with their brazen clamours, and 
each chraipion striking his horse with the quns, 
and slacking the rein, the horses started into fuM 
galk>p» and the kn^hts met in mid space witb a 
shodk like a thunderbolt The victory was not in 
dottbt-'^e, not lone moment. Conrade/ indeed, 
showed himself a practised warrior ; for he struck 

18 
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kit an^gonist kniglitly in the madsl o£ bk shield, 
bearing his huace so straight and true, tbit it 
shivered into splinters up to the very ganntkt. 
The horse of Sir Kenneth recoiled two or three 
yards and fell on his haunches, but the rider 
easily raised him with hand and rein. But for 
Conrade, there was no recovery. Sir Kenneth^s 
lance had pierced through the shield, through a 
plated corslet of Milan steel, through a secret^ or 
coat of linked mail, worn btneath the corslet, had 
wounded him deep in the bosom, and heme him 
from his saddle, leaving the truncheon of the lance 
fixed in his wound. The sponsors, heralds, and 
Saladin himsdf, descending from his throne, 
crowded around the wounded man; while Sir 
Kenneth, who had drawn his sword ere yet he 
discovered his antagonist was totally helpless, now 
commanded him to avow his guilt. The helmet 
was hastily unclosed, and the wounded man, ga- 
nng wildly on the ddes, replied, — ^' What would 
you more ?•— God hath decided justly — I am guil« 
ty— «>but there are worse traitors m the camp than 
I.— -In pity to my soul, let me have a oonfessov 1^ 
He revived as he uttared these words. 

VOL. XV, Y 
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^ Hie tilisiDW^-^dbie powefftit tetucAf, xojid 
brother,'' add King Richard to Saiadiii. 

'* Tfae trikor,^ answered the Soldni, ^^ is more 
fit to be dragged from the Usts to tbe gallows by 
tlie heels, than to profit by its virtues ;— «iid some 
such fiite is in Kas loA^'^^ hiei added^ afier bokiio^ 
fixedly VLpotL the rotmded man $ '^ for^ thoc^ his 
^dmid may be cored, yet Asrad's seal is on the 
wretehV brew.'* 

** Nevertheless,'' said Richard, *^ I pray yon 
do for him what you may, that he may at least 
have time for confessionr^SIay not sool and body ! 
To him one half hoar of time may be worth more, 
by ten thousand fold, dian tlie Itfe of the dldest 
patriarch." 

** My royal brot^r's wish shall be bbeyedj^ 
said SaUidhi. ^' Slaves, bear this wounded man 
to oiir tent*^ 

*^ Do not so," said the Templar, who hadhither^ 
to stood gfcomily kwdung on in silence^-*-^^ The 
royal Dukeof Austria and myself will not penmt 
this mahi^py Christian Prince to be ddfivered 
oter to the SaraceiM, that they may try thar 
spells upon him. We are his i^naom, and de- 
mand that he be assigned to our care." 
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^* That is, yod fefiise the certain ineans ofiered 
to^Mcorer him ?^ Bsid Richard. 

^* Not sb,^ sadd the Grand Master, recollecting 
himself.-^^^ If the Soldan useth lawfid medidnes, 
he may attend the patient in my t^t.**^ 

^* Do so, I pray thee, good brother,^ said Rich- 
ard to Saladin, *' though the penhission be un- 

• • • 

graciously yielded. — But now to a more joyful 
work.*^SouBd^ tnimpet0--Hshout, England — in ho- 
nour of Enghmd'a champion !^ 

Drum, dsrion, trumpet, and cymbal, rung forth 
at once, and the deep mA regular shout, vrhich 
for ages has been the English acclamation, soimd- 
ed amidst the shrill and irregular yells of the 
Arabs, like the diapason of the organ amid the 
hovling of a storm. There was silence at length. 

'^ Brave Knight of the Leopard,^ resumed 
Coeur de Lion, '^ thou hast shown that the Ethio- 
pian may change his skin, and the leeward his 
spots, though clerks quote Scripture for the im- 
possibility. Yet I have more to say to you when 
I have conducted you to the presence of the la- 
dies, the best judges, and best rewarders, of deeds 
of dkmiky.^ 
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The Knight of the Leopard bowed assent. 

^^ And thou, princely Saladin, wilt also attend 
them. I promise thee our Queen will not think 
herself welcome, if she lacks the opportonitjr to 
thank her royal host for her most princely lecep- 
rion."* 

Salad&i bent his head gracefuUj, but declined 
the invitadon. 

'^ I must attend the wounded man,*^ be said. 
** The leech leaves not his patient more than the 
champion the lists, even if he be summoned to a 
bow6r like those of Paradise. And farther, royal 
Richard, know that the blood of the East flows 
not so temperately in the presence of beauty \88 
that of your land. What saith the Book itseH^ — 
Her eye is as the edge of the sword of the Pro- 
phet, who shall look upon it ? He that would 
not be burnt avoideth to tread on hot embei»-^ 
wise men spread not the flax before a bickering 
torch— He, saith the sage, who hatli forfeited a 
treasure^ dotli not wisely to turn back his head to 
gaze at it.^ 

Richard, it may be believed, respected the mo- 
tive of delicacy which flowed from manners ho dif- 
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finrent ftom Im ow% and mged hu request no fiur« 
tber. 

'^ At nooQ,^^ said the Soldan as he depnrted, 
*^ I triiat ye will all aoc^ a coQatbn under the 
falaek camd^skin tent of a chief of Curdiatan.^ 

The same invitation was circulated among the 
ChristiaDs, comprehending all those of sufficient 
importance to be admitted to ait at a feast made 
fiurprinoeak 

'' Harkr said Richard, '' the dmbrds an* 
nounce tha.t our Queen and her attendants are 
leaving their gallery — and see, the turbans sink 
on the grwnd, aa if struck down by a destroying 
apgel. All lie prostrate, as if the glance of an 
Arab'^fi eye could suUy the lustre of a lady^s cheek! 
Come, we will to the pavilion, and lead our con- 
queror thither in triumph. — ^How I pity that noUe 
Soldan; who knows but of love as it is known to 
those of inferior nature !'^ 

Blondel tuned bis hai^ to its boldest measure, 
to welcome the introduction of the ^ctor into the 
pavilion of Queen Berengaria. He entered, sap- 
ported on eidier side by lus sponsors, Richard and 
TJ^onjas Longsword, and knelt gracbfully down 
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bflfrv^ Ibe QuMtiy tbongk nwie than luJf die 
homage was silendy rendered to Edith, who lat 
Ob her right hand. 

^< Unami him, mj ■Matpaasesy^ aaid the Kiag, 
whose delight was m the execatioii oi^ sooh da- 
vaboua uaa^jea-**^^ Let Beato^ honour Chivalry ! 
Uado hk ap«% Bacei^gam ; Queen though thou 
he, thou owest him what matka of &Toar 4hou 
canst give. — Unhoe his hehnet, Edith*— by this 
hwd thou shalt; wert thou the proudeat Flaata- 
genot o£ ibe line, and he the poeveat knight on 
aavth r 

Both ladies obeyed the royal commandB, Be- 
nsigariA with bustling aasiAiily, as anxious to 
graiafy her huabaad/a humour, and fSdith Uuah- 
ing and growing pale alternately, as slowly and 
awkwardly she undid, with Longsword^i aasiat- 
anoe, the fiistBmngs, which aecuied the hcfllmei to 
the gorget. 

^^ And what expect you from benesth ifaia Iron 
shell P'" saidRiehard, as the removal of the casque 
gaire to tibw the noble countenanee of Sir Ken- 
neth, his fiice gkiwing widi recent exerticm, and 
not less s^ with present euMtion. ^^ What 
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^kik ye of hn, gaHants «iid beftiitiai ?^ M^ 
ard. ^< IMk he reBemUe «& ElUDpiaa dave, or 
dolh he preeesit the faee olen obflcure laid nflma*- 
Un advemoter ? No, by uy good swoxd !-^Here 
temunate his YKrioiu dKsgoiMs. He hath knelt 
down before yoa, unknown save by hiff wertlH«»he 
axfaeiy equally diatiiiguidied by birth and by finr* 
tune. The adven|mou« luugfat, KenneA, ariiet 
David Earl of Huntingdon, Prince Boyal of Soot. 
landr 

There was a general exdamalion of surptiie^ 
and Edith dropped from her hand the helmet, 
which she had juat reeidved; 

<< Yes, my mastera,'' said the King, <* it k 
even so. Ye know how Scotland deceived m 
when she proposed to send this vaKant Earl, with 
a bald company of her best and noUest, to aid 
our arms in this conquest of Palestine, but fiiSed 
to comply with her engagements. This noUa 
youth, undor whom the Scottish crusaders were 
to have been axrqred, thought founeom that his 
arm should be withheld from the holy waiAfe, 
and jomed us at Sicily with a small^train of devo- 
ted and fiiithfol attradants, which was augmented 
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bgr mftny of Uf amnlxymai, io whom Ibe T«di o£ 
tlieir kader was uafaoowou Tb« coi^SdAiits of tho 
Bof fll Pziufie h«d all^ swrkig oBe old fottoww, 
fidkn by death, vhenhii sacrel;, hut too well t:qit» 
had neaaly oeeadoned my cul^tiiig off,. in a Scot^ 
tiah adventurer, oati of. the noblest bcqpes of £11^ 
n>{ie.--i- Why did you not mosktion your rank, no^ 
faie HuMfeingdoti, when ^daeigei^by my baaty 
and passionate sentence P-^Was it tbat yoi^ 
tboi]^ht Richard capable of abuaing the advau- 
tage I poafleflsed.ofer the heir of a Kuig>Fhoin I 
have so often found hostile P"^ 

*< I did you not that injusli^ royal Ricbard,'* 
answered the Earl of Hwlingdon; ^^ but. my 
pride brooked not that I should avow mysetf 
Prince of Scotland io prder to save s^y life, en^ 
dangered for de&nlt of loyalty. And, «aor^a¥er, 
I 1^ made my ihdv to prfNieive my rank un* 
ki»»wn,^*the crusade shquld be accomplished; 
npr did I mention it, save ifi articuh morH^ and 
under the sell of cenfeasipn, to yonder reverb 
harmit*'' . 

.".It was the knowledge of 4hat sepoet, then, 
wbnb made the good man so.urgent with me to 
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did he i«y tbttt, had this good knight failea by 
my iMndate, I should hav^ tdshed the deed im^ 
done though it had cost me a limb— A hmb !-«>I 
should have wished it undone had it eoet me my 
l]A»-HiiBce the world weald have said that Rich- 
a»d had abused the ccmdition in which the heir 
of Seodand had plaeed Unuielf) by his confidence 
in his generosity."^ 

** Yet, may we know of your Gsaee by what 

Ik 

strange and happy chance this riddle was at lengA 
read ?^ said the Queen Berengaria. 

^^ Letters were tnrought us from Enj^nd^"^ said 
the King, >^ in which we learnt, among other un^ 
pleasant news, that the King of Scodand had 
seized upon three of o«r noblds, when on a pil-- 
grimage to Saint Ninian, and alleged as a cause, 
that hia heir, being suppoeed to be figging in tile 
ranks of the Teutonic Kmghts, against the heatboi 
of Borussia, was, in-faot, in our camp, and in ova 
power ; and, th^eefore, William proposed -to hdd 
these nobles as hostages for his safety. This gave 
me the first light on the real rank ef the Knight 
of the Leopard, and my suspicions were confirmed 
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hf De Vmk^ vIkv an Im w^Hnm Asm Adkak% 
brought badL iridi Uia the S«tl of Huntviylqto'li 
Mile attendint, a thidc-skullfld «!*▼«,. who had 
gone timrty mUes to mifdd tA De Vam a eecwt 
]» ahmUl hare uAd tq me.'' 

<^ OM StnuighaBi muai be weiMd,'' tM tim 
Lord of Gtbland. *' He knew fiN» «DE{ieiiefte« 
diat aqr benrt is somevlist M&er Ibaa if I wtDte 
myself Plantagenet.'' 

. << Thy heaxt soft ? tboueommedity ef old iron i 
~lliou Combeilmid^t, ibal tlHKa art r esdWun^ 
ed the King.— *^' Itk wePlentegenet^ who imm 
ioft and fbding heaita, Edidi,"' turwig to his 
coudn, miik aa es^reasicm "wrhich called the hhoi 
into her ehedt-r-^' Give me jthy band^ my jUr^eoiio- 
giii, and, Prinoe of SoQl;Iand> thine." 

^< F<»bear, my lord,'' said Ediths hanging hael^ 
and endeaTouiii^ to hide her ooafii^iem» UBd^aii 
attanpt to rally het royal kinsHMa's eiedulitji 
^ Remember jaa not that my baad'Hraa to he the 
signal of eoaiyerthig to the Chiifiliiai fidth the 
Saracen and Arab, Saladin and nil his turbanad 
hc«tf 

**^ Ay, but the wind of prephscy ha^ ch^ped 
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^xntfey and site now in anothsr mtam^ tepliei 
Baehtid. 

^^ Mock not, lest your bonds be made alroi^^*^ 
wiA the Henut, stepping fiHrwasd. '^ Tho ]ie»- 
ycnly host write aothmg but truth in tkdr bnl- 
Unt reoofdfi-^it is manV eyes whieh are too wed^ 
to read their dharacters aright. Snow, that when 
Saladin and Kenneth of Seotiend slept in my 
gvotto, I read in the stars, that there rested under 
ifty SQof a prince, the natufal foeof Riehaxd, with 
whom the fate of Edith Flantagenet was to be 
united. Coold Z doubt diat tins must be the 
Sddan, whose rai& w«b well known to me, as he 
often vifiked my oeli to canrerse on the reirolii- 
tions of the heavenly bodies ?««<Again^ the lights of 
die firmament pioolafaned that this Prince^ die 
husband of Edith Flantagenet, should be a Chris- 
tian ; and I,-«^weBfc and wild isteatpreter i-*^«rgasd 
thttuoe the conrersion of the nobk Saladui, whose 
good qualities seemedoften to iaeline him towards 
the better &ith. The sense of my weakness-hath 
humbled me to the dust, but in the dust I have 
found ocmifort I I have not read aright tike fate 
of others—^wJio can assure me but that I may have 
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miicalculaled ndne #im? G«d will nofc here us 
bceak into his oonncil house, or spy out his Ud- 
dot mys iwies. We nrast wait his tune wtdi 
wifcUng and pn^er-^widi fear and with hope. 
I came Mdier the stem eeer-^Ae proud prcqphet 
'---dkilled, as I thought, to instruct pxiwses, asid 
I^Aed even with supernatural powers, but burthen- 
ed with a wdght which I deemed no shoulders 
hut mine could Imve borne. But my bands lutve 
been broken i I go henee humble in mine igno- 
lanee, penitent**4uid not hopeless."^ 

With these words he withdrew from the assent 
Uy; and it is reooided, that, ftom that period, his 
heaaj fits seldom occurred, and Us penances wese 
of a^nHder character, and accompuiied mth bet- 
ter hopes of the fixture. So mudi is there of self- 
opinion, even in iosanity, that the convieftion of 
Ub having enfteitaaed and ccpressed an unfoundU 
ed predictnm with so mudi vehemence, seined 
to operate like loss of Mood on the human finune, 
to me^fy and low^ the feyer of the brain. 

It is neefless to £dlow into &rther parti^ika 
th^ conferences at the royal tent, or to inquire 
whether David, Earl of Huntingdon, was as mute 
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in ilae prtsence of Edith Pla&tagenet, m when he 
wad bound to act under the character of an ob* 
acure and nameless adrentnrer. It may be well 
bdieyed that he there expressed, with suitdde 
earnestness^ the passion to which he had so often 
before found it difficult to give words. 

The hour of noon now approached, and Saladin 
waited to receiTe the Princes of Christendom in a 
tent, which, but for its large sise, differed little firom 
that. of th^ ordinary shelter of the common Curdr 
roan, or Arab ; yet, beneath its ample and saUe co- 
rering, was prepared a banquet after the most gor- 
geous fashion of the East, extended upon carpets 
of the richest stuffs, with cushions laid for the 
guests* But we csnnot stop to describe the cloth 
of gold and silver— the sup^b embroideiy in 
Arabesque — the shawls of Casdimere — ^and the 
muslins of India, which were here unfolded in aj^ 
tbdr splendour; far less to tell the different 
sweetmeats, ragouts edged with rice coloured in 
various manners, with all the other niceties of 
Eastern cookery. Lambs roasted whole, and game < 
and poultry dressed in pilaus, were pijied in vessels 
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of gold, and fiilinn-, Md porcelain, and intembed 
irith large maserB of dierbet, cooled in snoir and ice 
ftom tbe eavems of Moont Lebaneii. A magni- 
fieent pile of cushions at the bead of the hsnquet, 
seemed prepared fbr the tDaster of the feast, Si&d 
such dignitaries as he might call to share that 
place of ifistmction, while, from the roof of the 
tent in all quarters, but over this seat of eminence 
in particular, ^ared manj a banner and pennon, 
the trophies of battles won, and kingdoms o^ver- 
thrown. But amongst and above them all, a long 
lanee dBsplayed a shroud, the banner of Death, 
with this impressive inscription -^^< Salabik 
Kino of Kikgs — Saladin Victob of Victors 
-— Saladin most dib.'^ Amid these prepara- 
tlons, the slaves who had arranged these refresh- 
ments stood with drooped heads and folded arms, 
mute and motionless as monumental sMuarir, or 
as automata, which waited the touch of the artist 
to put them into motion. 

Ibcpectang the approach of his princely guests, 
the Soldan, imbued, as most were, with the su« 
perstitions of his time, paused over a horoscope 
and corresponding scroll, which had been sent to 
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bim by the hef bit of Engtddi whati he depttrttd 
from the eftnip« 

^^ Strange and mysterious science,'^ he muttered 
to himself, ^^ whieh« pretending to draw the cttrtain 
of futurity, misleads those whom it seems to guide, 
and darkens the scene which it pretends to illumi- 
fiate ! Who would not have said that I was that 
enemy most dangerous to Richard, whose enmity 
was to be ended by tnarriage with his kinswoman T 
Yet it now appears that an union betwixt this gal- 
lant Earl and the lady will bring aboilt fHend- 
ship betwiict Richard and Scotland, an enemy 
more dangerous than I, as a wild-cat in a cham- 
ber is mote to be dreaded than a lion in a distant 
desert. — But then,'^ he continued to mutter td 
himself, " the combinati(»i intimates, that this 
husband was to be Christian. — Christian ?^^ he tBm 
peated, after a gnuse,-*-*^ That gave the insane 
fanatic hopes that I might renounce my faith ! 
but me, the faithful follower of our Prophet^--me 
U should hate undeceived. Lie there, mysterious 
scroll,^ he added, thrusting it under the pile of 
cushioi» \ ** strange are thy bodements and fatal, 
since, even when true in themselves, they work 
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iqmo tlwse who »tt«mpt to decypher tbeir meaii- 
iDg all the eSeda of fftlsellood. — Heir now ! what 
nouis this intnuion ?" 

He spoke to the dwuf NectabanuB, who niehed 
into the tent fearfully agitated, witli each etcaoge 
and dis{HvpoTtioBed feature wrencbed by horror 
into BtiU more extravagant ugliness, — hia «yea 
ith staring, his hands, with tbcii 
deformed fingers, vUdly expanded. 
r P" said tbe Soldan, stemly- 
c r groaned out the dwarC 
W thou P" answered Saladin- 
ct" replied the panic-struck ctea- 
ture, unc(Hi8(H0UB, perhaps, that he repeated the 
same, words as before. 

" Hence, I am in no vein for fool^ !" 
" Not am I further fool," said the dwarf, 
" than to make my folly help tmt my wit to earn 
nay bread, poor helpless wretch !— Hear, bear me. 
great Stddan r 

" Nay, if thou hast actual wrong to complatH 
of," said Saladin, " fool or wise, thou art entitled 
to the ear of a King. — Retire hither with me;" 
wd he led him into the inner ttnt. 
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Whatever their conference rekted to, it wag 
go<m broken off l)y the fanfare of the trumpets, 
announcing the arriyal of the various Chris- 
tian princes, whom Saladin welcomed to his tent 
with a royal courtesy well becoming their rank 
and his own ; but chiefly, he saluted the young 
Earl of Huntingdon, and goierbusly congratula- 
ted him upon prospects, which appeared to haye 
interfered with and overclouded those which he 
had himself entertained. 

^* But think not,*"^ said the Soldan, ** thou noble 
youth, that the Prince of Scotland is more wel- 
come to Saladin, than was Kenneth to the solitary 
ndmm when they met in the desert, or the dis- 
tressed Ethiop to the Hakim Adonbeck. A brave 
and generous disposition like thine hath a value 
independent of condition and birth, as the cool 
draught, which I%ere proffer thee, is as delicious 
from an earthen vessel as from a goblet of gold/^ 

The Earl of Huntingdon made a suitable re- 
ply, gratefully acknowledging the various import- 
ant services he had recdved from the generous 
Soldan ; but when he had pledged Saladin in the 
bowl of sherbet, which the Soldan had proffered 

VOL. IV. z 



S04 TALES OF THE CRITSADERSi 

to hiiDy he could not help remaifting with a smile, 
*^ The braye cavalier, ndenm, knew not of the 
fermaticm of ice, but the monificent Soldan cools 
his sherbet with snow.^ 

<< Would^st thou have an Arab or a Kuxdman 
as wise as a Hakim ?^ said the Soldan. ^^ He who 
does on a disguise must make the sentiments of 
his heart and the learning of his head accord widi 
the dress whidi he assumes. I desired to see how 
a brave and single-hearted cavalier of Fraiigistan 
would conduct himself in debate with such a chief 
as I then seemed ; and I questioned the truth v( 
a well-known fact, to know by what arguments 
thou woukT'st support thy assertion/^ 

Wliile Aey wfere speaMog, the Afcfa-Diike of 

Austria, who stood a litde apart, was struck with 

*the mentiim cff ided eh^bet, and took with plea- 

aure and some blilntness the dkp goblet, as the 

Earl of Huntingdon was ^ut to replace it. 

" Most delidoufl r he esjcljiumed,: after a deep 
draught, which the heat of the weather, and the 
feverish ness following the d^baiiek of the prece- 
ding day, had rendered doubly acceptable. He 
sighed as he handed the cup to the Graild Mas- 
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ter of .the TcmplAr^^ . 3^Iadin mad^ a sign,^ t^^e 
dwacf) who adviRnoed and pronounced^ wUh a 
harsh Yoioe, Ibe words, Acdpe hoc i The Tei^plar 
sliyrt^d) like a &teod who see^ a lion undeir a buafa 
beaide the pathway ; yet instantly recoyerejd^ an4 
to hide, pediap^x his eonfiiMcm, raised the goUet 
to hia Ups-<-buil those lips qeyer touched thftt 
goUet's rim. The aabre of gi^adin left its sheal^ 
as lightning kavea the cloud. It was w^yedip 
the air,-sand the head of the Grand Master rolled 
to the extreimty of the tent, whUe the trunk re- 
mained for a second standing with the goblet still 
cleQ(^ied in il^ ip^aspj then, fell, the liq^uoT ming- 
ling with the blood that spurted from the veins;. 

There was a general exclamation of treason, 
and Austria, nearest to whom Saladin stood with 
the Uoody sabre in his band^ started back as jf 
apprehensive t^ his turn was to come next. 
Richard and others laid hand on their swords. 

*•' Fear nothing, ncble Austria,^' said Saladin, 
as composedly as if notliing had happened, ^^ nor 
you, royal England, be wroth at what you have 
seen. Not for his manifold treasops ; — ^ for the 
attempt which, as niay be vouched by his own 
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■qoiie, he iastigaled agakut Kiog Eiduod'A life; 
—not that he punmed the Prince of Scotland and 
nyself in the desert^ redncingua to sayeour Uvea 
b]r the speed of our hovaes ;'*-not that he had atiN 
red up the Maronites to attack us upon this very 
oocaabn, but that I Inou^^t up unexpectedly so 
■lany Arabs as rendered the scheme abortive;-—* 
not for any or all of these aimes does he now lie 
there, although such were deserving such a doom ; 
.^bttt because, scarce half an hour ere he polluted 
our presence, as the simoom empcnsons the at^ 
mosphere, he poniarded his comrade and accom- 
plice, Conrade of Montserrat, last he should con« 
fisss the infamous plots in which they had both been 
engaged.'* 

<< How f Conrade murdered ?— »And by the 
firrand Master, his sponsor and most intimate 
frigid !*' exclaimed Richard. *^oble Soldan, I 
would not doubt thee — ^yet tliis must be praved«— 
otherwis e " " 

^' There stands the evidaice/' said Saladia, 
pointing to the terrified dwarf. ^* Allah, who 
sends the fire-fly to illuminate the night seascm^ 
can discover secret crin|es by the most eonteiap^ 
ble means.^* 
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The Saldan prooeede3 to tell the dwarTs storjr, 
wUch amounted to this.— In his foolish curiosi- 
ty, or, as he partly confessed, with some thoughts 
of pilfering, Nectabanus had strayed into the tent 
of Conrade, which had been deserted by his a^ 
tQcidants, some of whom had left the encam{mienit 
•to carry the news of his defeat to his Inrother, and 
others were ayailing themselves of the means 
whidi Saladin had supplied for revelling. The 
wounded man slept under the influence of. Sab- 
din'^s wonderful talisman, so that the dwarf had 
opportunity to pry about at pleasure, until he was 
frightened into concealment by the sound of a 
beavy step. He skulked behind a curtain, yet 
could see the motions, and hear.the words of the 
Grand Master, who entered, and carefully secured 
the covering of the pavilion behind him. 13m 
vic^m started ftm^ sleep, and it would appear that 
he instantly suspected the purpose of his old as- 
sociate, for it was in a tone of alarm that he de- 
manded wherefore he disturbed him ? - 

*^ I come to confess and to absolve thee,^ an- 
lowered the Grand Master. 

Of their further speech the terrified dwatf re- 



SS8 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

membered litde, SftTi^ ifaal'Conrade impiorcid the 
Ghiud Master not to break a wotadded reed, abd 
Aat tlie Templar strack Ithn to the heart with a 
Turkish daggger, whh the vords acdpe hoo^ 
words which long afterwards haunted the terrified 
imaginatbn of the concealed witness. 

*' I verified the tale,^^ said SahKlin, << by cau- 
sing the bo^ to be examined ; and X made tiiis 
unhappy bdng, whoin Allah hath made the dis- 
coverer of the crimC) repeat in yoot own p^aence 
the words which the murderer spoke ; and yon 
yourselves saw the eilfect which they produced 
upon his conscience.** 

The Soldan paused, and the I3ng 0f £nghnd 
broke silence r*-^ 

^^ If this be true, as I doubt not> we have wit- 
nessed a great act of justice, though it bore a 
different aspect. But wherdfororin this presence? 
wherefore with thine own hand ?** 

<< I had designed otherwise,^* said Sab^Kn; 
*^ but had I not hastened his doom, it had been 
altogether averted, since, if I had permitted' him 
to taste of my cup, as ho was about to do, bo«r 
could I, without incurring the brand of inhospi- 
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taUty, hxve done Jbim to deilh as lie deserTcd f 
Had lie uuidOTed my ftthar, and afterwards par* 
taken of my food and my bowl, not a hair of his 
bead could haye been injured by me. Batenough 
of him^^let his earoase and his memory be remp«- 
ved finm amongst iiB.^ 

The body was carried away, and the marks of 
the shughter obliterated or concealed, wilii sooh 
ready dexterity, as showed Aat the case was not 
altogether so uncommon as to paralyse the assist* 
ants and oSieeis of Saladin^s household. 

But the Christiah prinoes felt that the scene 
whidi they had bdield weighed heavily on theit 
spirits, and aldiough, at the couvteoua invitatioa 
of the Soldan, they assumed their seats at tbd 
banquet, yet it was with the silence of doubt and 
amaaement Tiie spirits of Bicbard alone snr* 
mounted all cause for suspicion or embarsassment 
Yet he^ too, seemed to ruminate on some pn^osi* 
tion, as if he was desirous of making it in the meost 
insioaaftbg and acceptable manner whidi was 
possible. • At length he drank off a laige bowl of 
wine^ and; |iddx«S8ing the SbMan; desired to know 
whether it was net true that he had honoured the 
Earl of Huntingdon with.a personal encounter. 
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Sflladm aaswerad widi • smile, that he luid 
proved hk hone and his weiyons wi& the heir of 
Sootknd, as caTsfien ace wont to do with eadi 
other when thqr meet in the desert--and modest- 
ly added, that though the eombat was not entire- 
ly decisive, he had not, on his part, mudi reasoa 
to pride himself on the event The Seot, on the 
other hand, dischdmed the atfcriboted superiority, 
and wished to assign it to the Soldan. > 

** £nough of honour thou baat had in the en- 
counter,"^ said Bidiard, ^^ and I envy thee moBti 
for that, than for the smiles of Edith Planti^g^et, 
though one of them might reward a bloody day's 
work. — But what a«y you, noUe princes ; is i^.fit- 
ting tlyit such a soyal ring of chivalry should 
break up without something bmg done for fii^ 
(lire times to speak of? What is the. overthrow 
and deafj^ of a traitor, to such a fair garland ef 
honour as is here assemUed, and which ougiit.not 
to part without witnessing something more worthy 
of their rq;ard ? How say you, princely S<ddan*— 
What if we two should now, and before this fair 
company, decide the long contended question for 
this land of Palestine, and end at once these, tedious 

4 
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^van? Yonder ue <ke lists jmij^ nor can Pay- 
mnarie ever bope a better diampion tban tbon. I, 
unlesa worthier offisrs, will lay down my gauntlet 
IB behalf of Christ^adom, and, in all love and ho^ 
nour, we will do mortal batde for ibe possession 
of Jerusalem.^ 

There was a deep pause for the Soldan^s an- 
jswer. His cheek iuid brow coloured highly, and 
it was the opinion of many preiaent, that he hesi- 
tated whether he should accept the chall»ige. 
At length be said, ^< Fighting for the Holy City 
against those whom we regard as idolaters, and 
wonhippers of stocks ai&d stones, and graven 
images, I mighti ccmfide that Allah would strength- 
en my arm ; or, if I fell beneath ^e sword of the 
Mdec lUCf I could not pass to Paradise by a 
more glorious death. But Allah has already given 
Jerusalem to the true believers^ and f| were a 
itemptpg the God of the Prophet to peril, upon 
my own person^, strength and skill, that which I 
hold securely by the superiority of my forces.''' 

^* If not for Jerusalem, then,^^ said Richard, 
in the tone of one who would entreat a favour of 
an intimate frioid, '^ yet, for the love of honour, 
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1ft ui fiin ftt least three oouises with grinded 
lanoet?^ 

*^ Even this,^ said Saladiit) half smilmg atCoeur 
de Lian*e af&ctiobate eameslaiess fer the eomhti^ 
*^ even tl)ii t may not laWfitUy do. The master 
places the shepherd over the flock, not for Ae 
ehepherd^s own sake, but for the sake of the sheep. 
Had I a son to hold the sceptre when I foil, I 
might have had the liberty, as I have the will, to 
biave this bold eneovmder ; but your own Scrip- 
tore sayeth, that, when the herdsman b smitten, 
the she^ are scattered^ 

'' Thou hast had all the fcnrtune,'' said Ridiard, 
taming to the Earl of Huntingdon with a sigh. 
** I would hare given the best year in my life fiNr 
thai one half hour beside the Diamond oE the 
Desert T 

The Aivalrous extravagance of Ridbard awa- 
kened the spirits of the itesembly, and when at 
length they arose to depart, Sala(cUn advanced and 
took Cceur de Lion by the hand. 

*' Noble King of England,^ he said, ^ we now 
part, never to meet again. That your league^is 
dissolved, no more to be reunited, and' that your 

15 
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naiiTe forces are &r too few toctlaUe yoa to pro- 
secQte your enteiprize, is as wdl known to me as 
t# youvseMl I may not yidd you up that Jeru- 
salem' which you so mudi desire to hdd. It is 
t& US) as to youy a Holy City. But whatever 
otherterms RidiArd demands of Saladin, shdi be 
as #iUkigty yielded as yonder fountain yieldij its 
waters. Ay, and 1^ same should be as frankly 
afforded by Saladin, if ftiehard stood in. the de- 
sert with but two archers in his train !^ 



The next day saw Richard's retiun to his own 
camp, and in a short space afterwards, the young 
Earl of Huntingdon was espoused by E#h Phm- 
tf^enet. The Soldan sent, as a nuptial present on 
this occasion, the celebrated talisman ; but though 
many cures were wrought by means of it in Eu- 
rope, none equalled in success and celebrity those 
which the Soldan achieved. It is stiU in existence,^ 
having been bequeathed by the Earl of Hunting- 
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don to a Inrave kaigfat of Scotland, Sir Mungo of 
the Lee^ in whose ancient and highly honoured 
fiunily it is still preserved ; and allliough charmed 
stones have been dismissed from the modem Phar- 
macopeia, its virtues are still applied to for stop- 
ping Uood, and in cases of canine madness. 

Our sto^ closes here, as the terms on which 
Richard evacuated his conquests are to be found 
in every history of the period. 
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